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‘We cut their throats - 
bullets are too precious’ 


Robert Fisk’s exclusive interview 
with Algeria's fslamist guerrilla 
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Suzanne Moore 
sings out for abortion 
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Members of the Household Cavalry Mounted Regiment rehearse near Wormwood Scrubs jail for a special display to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Olympia International Show Junping Championships in London later tills month Photograph: John Voos 

Civil war in Downing Street 


Anthony Bevfais 

-nd (i9g 3: 'Political Editor 

K Affcr~ 

-n - Civil war has broken out in 
Downing Street, with the Prime 
Minister and Kenneth Clarke 
briefing against each other in a 
lethal political battle that could 
yet kill all Tory chances of win- 
* ning the next election. 

Tony Blair said in Scotland 
last night: “This Government is 
now descending into disorgan- 
ised shambles. Things simply 
cannot go on like this." 

The deep and irreconcilable 
rift between Number 10 and 

. Number 11. the Chancellor 

next door, was fully exposed 
when Mr Clarke was forced to 


issue two denials of separate 
statements made in a BBC ra- 
dio report on tee background 
to the Prime Minister’s state- 
ment oh the single currency. 

The denials had to be issued 
because tee Labour front- 
bencher Frank Dobson re- 
vealed that tee Chancellor had 
lunched with tee BBC corre- 
spondent at a Mayfair restau- 
rant on Wednesday. 

But the same broadcast teen 
-just as sensationally- fingered 
John Major as the source of 
Monday s controversial Daily 
Telegraph repeat, which said tee 
Prime Minister would fight the 
next election on a policy of sav- 
ing sterling from tee single cur- 


rency' for the lifetime of tee next 
Parliament. 

That report flew in tee face 
of a painstaking agreement 
reached by Mr Major and Mr 
Clarke last April - forcing Mr 
Major to repudiate tee story in 
tee Commons on Tuesday. 

But George Jones, tee Tele- 
graph's political editor, told 
BBC’s World ai One: “1 did have 
passed on to me comments 
which are understood to have 
come directly from the Prime 
Minister.” 

While the Tbry leadership 
scrapped with a fury that re- 
minded many of the geological 
fault teat brought Margaret 
Thatcher down - following her 


Euro-rows with her Chancellor 
Nigel Lawson and tee Deputy 
Prune Minister Geoffrey Howe 
- last night's weekly meeting of 
the backbench 1922 Committee 
erupted into one of tee most 
dramatic and passionate de- 
bates one senior Tbry could re- 
member in more than 20 years. 

In a debate that centred on 
the single currency, the biggest 
roar wait to the Euro-sceptic Sir 
Peter Thpsell - who said teat 
whatever anyone else said, ster- 
ling should “never" go into a sin- 
gle currency. 

But two former ministers 
from left and right of the par- 
ty encapsulated tee Tbry agony, 
with Tim Yeo and David Heath- 


coat- Amory arguing that tee 
economic conditions were not 
right for membership of the first 
wave of tee single currency. 

According to the BBC's John 
Sopel, one of Mr Clarke's hosts 
on Wednesday: “The real irony 
is that Mr Clarice privately ad- 
mits there is no chance that if 
the lories won tee next election, 
tee party would agree to en- 
tering tee single currency." 

Nevertheless, Mr Sopel 
added: “He is making it clear 
that the policy is not negotiable, 
and that if it did change, not 
only would he go, but he pre- 
dicts that a large number of mid- 
dle-ranking and junior ministers 
would go with him.” 
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The superbug that 
munches medicine 


Glenda Cooper 

A “superbug" which feeds off the 
antibiotic used to kill h has been 
found in two patients at a Lon- 
don hospital, the medical jour- 
nal The Lancet reports 
tomorrow. 

In a matter of days, tee bac- 
terium enterococcus faedum, a 
common species found in the 
gut. managed not only to 
develop resistance to the 
antibiotic vancomycin but also 
mutated so that a strain became 
dependent on the drug for its sur- 
vtvaJ- 

Doaora at St George's Hos- 
pital in London admitted a 60- 
year-old man with a ruptured 
oesophagus in February 1936. Af- 
ter an operation he developed an 

infection. One of the causes of 
his infection was found to be & 


faedum and he was treated with 
antibiotics, but became feverish 
again after another operation. E. 
faedum which had been suscep- 
tible to the antibiotic vancoutym 
was now resistant to it and a 
strain of the bug was found to ac- 
tually require vancomycin for its 
growth. The patient was created 
with alternative antibiotics and 
made a full recovery 

In tee same month, a 64- 
year-old retired nurse was ad- 
mitted to the same hospital for 
a aniline operation. He devel- 
oped an infection afterwards, and 
vancomycin- resistant and van- 
comycin-dependent strains of £ 
faedum were isolated. He too 
eventually recovered. 

Resistance to antibiotics is 

h framtng nv-reft<a*ngly common. 

as the World Health Organisa- 
tion warned earlier this year. Sci- 


entists have called far stricter con- 
trols over administering antibi- 
otics as tee lifespan of drugs 
shortens all the time. 

But it is extremely rare for 
bacteria to be able to go through 
such a huge evolutionary change 
in such a short space of time. 

“It is absolutely fascinating the 
way it takes such evolutionary 
steps. It would take man 10 mil- 
lion years to achieve such a 
change.” raid Dr Ian Etaingham, 
a clinical microbiologist at Lon- 
don’s Tooting Public Health 
Laboratory. “The kill becomes 
the cure for the bog. The ultimate 
step in the evolution of resistance 
is when an organism only grows 
in the presence of an antibiotic 

Have we at last witnessed the 
emergence ofa true superbug?” 
&ir he stressed that there was no 
major public health concern. 



The idea that Mr Clarke and 
ministers would quit was sen- 
sational enough, but tee Chan- 
cellor’s apparent view that the 
Conservative Party would split 
wide open was staggering. 

Within the hour, however, Mr 
Qarke was forced to issue a 
statement saying: “I don't re- 
gard the BBC account of this 
week’s events as accurate. I 
didn’t threaten to resign and I 
am not threatening to resign.” 

Mr Sopel also said a number 
of other things that were natu- 
rally pinned on the Chancellor, 
including a view of tee 7&grap/i 
report. “Ken Qarke doesn't 
doubt that the source of tee sto- 
ry was someone close to tee 
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England humiliated 

England’s cricketers lost by sev- 
en wickets to Mashonaland, a 
team containing six part-timers, 
in the opening first-class match 
of their tour of Zimbabwe. Mike 
Atherton, the England captain, 
went for an X-ray amid fears that 
a screw from an earlier operation 
on his hack may have come 
loose. Page 32 

Sectarian attacks 

A family of four escaped a 
petrol-bomb attack, the latest in 
a series centred on Co Antrim 
which police believe are the 
work of loyalists protesting be- 
cause Protestant marches have 
been prohibited from parading 
through the Catholic town of 
Dunloy. Page 2 


Prime Minister. But he has 
told friends, ‘It was a 
boomerang laden with high ex- 
plosives which has blown" up in 
the Prime Minister's face," 

In tee Commons, Mr Major 
was directly challenged about 
the BBC 'report when the 
Labour MP Thomas McAvoy. 

“Do you agree with your 
Chancellor [teat] a boomerang, 
wrapped in high explosive has 
blown up in your face?" 

Holding a piece of paper, Mr 
Major said he had Mr Clarke's 
statement denying the report. 

Bat that was not the only de- 
nial floating around Whitehall. 
The BBC report had also made 
an allegation about briefing 


and counter-briefing during the 
Tory conference. 

Mr Sopel said: "Behind the 
scenes. Mr Clarke was furious 
that senior Conservative Cen- 
tral Office sources were brief- 
ing against him. They were 
telling the newspapers that the 
wait-and-see policy would be 
gone by tee New Year, after the 
forthcoming Dublin summit. 

Last night. Conservative 
Central Olfiee issued a state- 
ment from Mr Clarke and Dr 
Mawhinncy, repudiating any 
suggestion of conflict. Few be- 
lieved it - any more than that the 
Downing Street war will end in 
anything but (ears. 

Revenge of loyalists, page 2 
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Enterococcus faedum: one strain became dependent on an 
antibiotic for its survival Photograph: Science Photo Library 


\fencranycia can only be admin- 
istered through the veins and is 
only used in intensive care and 
specialist units. “As soon as the 
vancomycin is stopped the bug 
disappears,” said Dr Btriog- 


ham. “Doctors need to increase 
surveillance of the situation and 
there should be a raised level of 
awareness but if I see another 
case in ray career I would be ho- 
noured." 


Major staggers in pensions row 




Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Tory MPs were in open revolt 
last' night over a £50m cut in 
war pensions and the Gov- 
ernment was faring an igno- 
minious retreat over tee plan, 
under which benefits would be 
withdrawn for future claimants 
suffering from hearing loss. 

The Prime Minister resist- 
ed the demands for a retreat 
but after one of his most ac- 
rimonious clashes with Tbny 
Blair in the Commons, Tory 
MPs accused John Major of 
“inept" handling of the issue 
, and warned they would not 


J .V 


J-r. 


defend it in their constituen- 
cies. 

They said it was ooe of the 
worst performance teat they 
had seen from the Prime Min- 
ister. adding to the impression 
of a government which has 
lost its grip on events. 

Mr Major, clearly angered 
by Mr Blair’s attack, snapped 
at Him that “despite his piety” 
he had "misconstrued” what 
had happened. 

The Conservative MPs 
were incandescent with anger 
at leaked Whitehall papers 
showing that benefit officials 
will be stopped from auto- 
matically directing claimants 


to tee Royal British Legion. 

“I will not go back to my 
constituency and say that I 
have just had a socking great 
pay increase but we are going 
to kick tee war pensioners in 
tee teeth,” said one former 
minister. “Major must have 
taken leave of his senses." 

Another Tory backbencher 
said: “It is under-hand, mean- 
spirited and a total disgrace. 
They will have to back down.” 

Labour last night insisted 
that the total savings would be 
£35m on cuts in payments for 
loss’ of hearing ana £15m on 
administration. The savings 
arose over a reversal in med- 


ical advice that hearing was 
impaired by noise from ex- 

E tions or gunfire, disquali- 
g future war pensioners 
a extra benefit for loss of 
bearing. 

Clearly seeing the storm 
brewing, Peter lllley, the So- 
rial Security Secretary, in a 
leaked letter, to William 
Vfoldegrave, the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Treasury, said; “Ail 
my ministers were against this 
move and it is not something 
we would choose to do but in 
the end is- not a matter over 
which there is any choice.” 

The papers, which The In- 
dependent has obtained, show 


that Mr Lilley asked for four 
further measures to buy off 
the pensioners' lobby. 

The measures were: to 
make payment for funeral ex- 
penses for war-disablement 
pensioners, costing £60,000 a 
year: improving clothing al- 
lowances for war-disablement 
pensioners costing £350,000 a 
year, ending the. distinction 
between ranks in payment of 
gratuities for service-related 
disablement at an undisclosed 
cost; and a goodwill payment 
to be made to the Chaseley 
home for severely disabled 
war pensioners towards an 
£2.32m appeal. 
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Revenge 

of the 
Loyalists: 


David McKtttrick 
Ireland Correspondent 

A family of four narrowly es- 
caped with their lives in a. 
petrol-bomb attack eady yes- 
terday in the latest of a wave of 
sectarian arson attacks and in- 
timidation centred on County 
Antrim. 

The petrol bomb, believed to 
be the work of loyalists, set the 
living-room of the house alight 
as the four - a Protestant 
woman, her two children and 
her Catholic boyfriend - were 
in bed upstairs. 

In two other attacks, which 

E * jelieve were carried out 
ame gang, a device was 
at a Catholic home 
but failed to ignite, while a 
Catholic primary school was ex- 
tensively damaged and had to 
be closed. 

These and a series of other 
attacks are linked to a bitter and 
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In this week's Radio Times, Andrew Duncan reveals the 
personality behind the glasses of the 
Australian megastar and discovers some unusual findings. 


from 

marching 
they turn 
to torching 


long-running dispute in which 
loyalists have been picketing 
Catholics attending mass at a 
chapel in the mainly Protestant 
town of Ballymena. 

The loyalists say they are 
protesting because Protestant 
marchers have been prohibited 
from parading through the 
nearby Catholic town of 
Dunloy. 

Such disputes are normally 
associated with the loyalist 
marching season, which comes 
to an end in August, but the 
picketing has now gone on for 
1 1 weekends. Unpleasant 
scenes have resulted, and last 
week the protest degenerated 
into violence, with loyalists 
burning a bus and throwing a 
petrol-bomb at police. 

Fears are growing that further 
violence may follow this 
weekend. 

The petrol-bomb attacks are 
the latest in a series of scores 



significant shorts 


inside the petrol-bombed house in Ballymena from which a family of four escaped 


of incidents in County Antrim, 
Belfast and elsewhere in North- 
ern Ireland which have 
persisted since the July stand- 
off at Diumcree and subsequent 
disturbances. 

In most cases Catholic prop- 
erty and famili es have been at- 
tacked. but there have also 
been numerous instances of 
attacks on Protestant targets. 
Early yesterday, for example, a 
malinous fire was started mside 

a Protestant dnuch near Cook- 


stown, Co Tyrone, damaging the 
pulpit. 

Catholic churches have been 
a favourite target, especially in 
the County Antrim area, but 
schools have also suffered. 

TWo weeks ago the Govern- 
ment said there had been ar- 
son and other malkaous attacks 
to more than 20 schools. 
ranging damage estimated at 
more than £3m. A number of 
schools have been attacked 
repeatedly. 


Yesterday the Catholic 
boyfriend of the Protestant 
woman whose house was burnt 
described the incident; “Sud- 
denly the window broke and a 
petrol-bomb came through the 
window and the house went on 
fire. 

“1 went in, lifted the two chil- 
dren out of their beds and 
rushed them down the stairs and 
our through the front door. 

“I came back in to see if 1 
could do anything about the fire. 


Catholics lose faith in the RUC 


David McKittrick . 

Ireland Correspondent 

A new public-opinion survey in 
Northern Ireland has provided 
graphic confirmation of the 
near-collapse of Catholic con- 
fidence in the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary. 

Policing sources privately ac- 
knowtedgp that nationalist faith 
in the RUC is at its lowest point 
since the introduction of in- 
ternment without trial in 1971. 
The reason most often given for 
the drastic loss of confidence is 
the RUC’s performance at 
Dmmcree and the other dis- 
turbances of the summer. 

The Northern Ireland Italics 


Authority, which oversees the 
work of the RUC and which 
commissioned the survey, has 
admitted that it represents “bad 
news". It has suggested a pro- 
gramme of action aimed at in- 
creasing confidence, but its 
members concede that there are 


o quick fixes. 
The survey 


The survey in effect con- 
firms the worst fears of those 
who believed that the RUC’s 
performance during the traumas 
of the summer has resulted in 
a Catholic crisis of confidence 
in policing. The signs had pre- 
viously been that nationalist 
respect for the police bad been 
gradually on the increase. 

The statistics illustrate the 


magnitude of the summer set- 
back, and the task facing the 
new Chief Constable, Ronnie 
Flanagan, in restoring his 
force's reputation. 

The findings show a huge gap 
between Catholic and Protes- 
tant acceptance of the RUC’s 
bona fides. Although this is a 
well-established pattern the lev- 
el of mistrust has now reached 
new heights, with two-thirds of 
Catholics believing the police 
treat Protestants better than 
Catholics. 

In the key area of parades and 
public order, 63 per cent of 

Catholic respondents expressed 
little or no confidence in the po- 
lice to act fairly. As far as the 


summer was concerted, three- 
quarters of Catholics believed 
police had treated Protestant 
demonstrators better. A com- 
mission is examining the ques- 
tion of regulation of marches, 
but there is already dear anxi- 
ety that the summer con- 
frontations could be repeated. 

The figures show that more 
than half of all those ques- 
tioned, both Protestant and 
Catholic, believe that the RUC 
should undergo significant 
change. Eighty-two percent of 
Catholics said it should be re- 
formed, replaced or disbanded, 
while more than a third of 
Protestants agreed that the force 
should be reformed or replaced. 


European power-sharing 


ITS NOT WHAT YOU EXPECT. 


Sarah Helm md Katherine 
Butter 

Brussels 

Far reaching proposals for new 
European power-sharing, to be 
presented to foreign ministers in 
Brussels today, will fuel contro- 
versy in Britain over the agenda 
for European reform. The pro- 
posals, drafted by the Irish pres- 
idency, focus oa these key areas; 

Immigration and asylum 
New treaty articles are suggested 
for creation of an area of “free- 
dom. security and justice.'” The 
new procedures should all be in 
place by 2001. 

Countries should first abolish 
all border controls for citizens of 
the European Union and third- 
country nationals moving between 
internal EU frontiers. At the 
same time states would enforce 
joint measures on controlling die 
entry of third-country nationals at 
external frontiers. Countries 
should then adopt common rules 
on asylum and arrangements for 
receivingasyluxnseekasL Roles for 
accepting immigrants should be 
harmonised for entry and resi- 
dence. Common rights for na- 
tionals of third countries living in 
the EU will also be required. Eu- 
ropean Commission, for the first 
time, to have wide new powers to 
propose measures in these areas. 
European Court of Justice to 
have new power of enforcement. 
Possibility of some states opting 
out of the measures b considered. 

Policing and security 
A European police force and a 
criminal i nteHiy m» hmMii nlmg 
the lines of the United States FBI 


Edited text of draft document for 
Dublin European summit 


are proposed. Europol, the exist- 
ing data network, should develop 
“operational" powers, which 
would include “operational actions 
of joint teams” from different 
member states. 

The new force would have 
powers to act against drug traf- 
fickers, intentional criminals, ter- 
rorist groups and sex-offender 
networks. States should har- 
monise criminal laws to improve 
cross-border oo-operalion in com- 
bating international crime. Pros- 
ecuting authorities and justice 
ministries should establish dose 
ties to share information. 

Human rights and 
discrimination - - 

New treaty articles to ensure all 
member states observe agreed 
human rights standards. Action 
could be taken against states 
which breach the rules. 

The ElTs Council of Ministers 
would have powers to prohibit dis- 
crimination on the grounds of 
race, ethnic oc social origin, reli- 
gious belief, disability, age or sex- 
ual orientation. More power for 
European Commission to propose 
measures to ensure the application 
of equal opportunites and treate- 
mem at work, including equal pay. 
Policy enacted by the Council of 
Ministers fay qualified majority. 

Foreign policy and 

defence 

A more coherent joint foreign pol- 
icy for Europe. The draft text says 
a high level figure should be ap- 
pointed to co-ordinate European 


foreign policy to give EU greater 
“standing and visflnlhy”. A poli- 
cy planning unit with “carfy warn- 
ing” capacity to foxsee likely 
flashpoints should be set up in 
Brussels. 

The practice of ap po in t in g a “troi- 
ka” of three foreign ministers to 
represent Europe abroad should 
be abolished - the country hold- 
ing the presidency would represent 
the union abroad. The use of the 
veto in foreign policy making 
should be drastically reduced. 
Even where votes are still taken 
by unanimity, member states 
would be unable to block other 
countries from going ahead with 
a policy decision. “Constructive 
abstention" would allow a coun- 
try which objects the right not to 
take part in a foreign poEcy action, 
but not to stop others enforcing 
it. Where member stales are 
considering military action or 
when the)’ are discussing defense 
questions the veto could be used 
“for stated reasons of national 
policy”. 

Security and defence 
The draft states that there is 
“convergence towards the 
view” that the union should have 
power to use “ military means” to 
pursue humanitarian and peace- 
keeping tasks. The Western Eu- 
ropean Union, which is the ELTs 
fledgling militaiy arm, would car- 
ry out these tasfcs.Tbe text does not 
propose bringing the WEU inside 
the EU^s dectska making proce- 
dures, but suggests, close co- 
ordination. 


Employment 

The draft treaty notes that every 

tngmlyf ytate Bmniii iWfllg 

to bring soda] polity into the up- 
dated treaty. In effect this would 
require the scrapping of Britain's 
social polity opt-out The Irish 
Presidency, however, recognising 
the difficulty this will present sug- 
gests that a fufl debate on this mat- 
ter should be postponed until 
later in the negotiations. To 
Britain’s dismay it has however 
called for the incorporation of a 
legally binding treaty chapter on 
employment enshrining the goal 
of a high level of job creation. The 
Prime Minister has already 
wanted against any attempt to 
transfer powers to Brussels in 
this sphere. Under the proposed 
chapter the EU would be endowed 
with a “coordinating" role over the 
efforts of member states to com- 
bat unemployment. 

Member states are asked to “work 
towards a common strategy for 
employment” and to regard this 
question as “a matter of common 
concern". The most provocative 
recommendations are that the 
European Commission would 
draw up “guidlines” for employ- 
ment each year which would be 
agreed by majority voting. Each 
member state would have to pro- 
vide Brussels with an annual re- 
port on its employment policy 
targets and 

measures. 

The Irish text refers to a “broad 
measure of support” for the pro- 
posals although stresses that some 
governments want to go even far- 
ther for example to bring in sanc- 
tions. But it admits that others are 
“not convinced” that an employ- 
ment chapter is justified. 


Photograph: Alan Lewis 


but I couldn’t, so 1 and the girl 
and the Idds just stood outside 
and watched." 

Royal Ulster Constabulary 
chief inspector Roger McCal- 
lum said: “1 believe this was 
probably the latest manifesta- 
tion of naked sectarian vio- 
lence which we have seen in 
Baflymeua in the past week. 

“We are very fortunate that 
we are not looking at a quadru- 
ple murder case here. TTiey 
were very fortunate people.” 


Eggs thrown 
at the Queen 
by protesters 

Protesters threw: eggs at the 
royal motorcade as the Queen 
and. die Duke of Edinburgh 
visited a university yesterday. 

When the royal couple. • 
arrived at Manchester 
Metropolitan Univenatyto 
dedicate the new humanities . 
faculty, around 160 students, 
lecturers and left-wing 
agitators chanted *Axe the '■ 
Queen, not our grants". 

Supt Alan Green, of 
Greater Manchester Police, - 
said four or five eggs had been 
thrown at the motorcade, but 
none hit police or the Queen's 
car. One youth was arrested 
and was being questioned in 
connection with a public order 
offence, he added. 

A university spokeswoman 
said the Queen seemed 
untroubled bv the protest. 
Earlier, the Queen and the 
Duke toured the bomb- 
damaged city centre and met 
members of the emergency 
services who were on duty at 
the time of the massive IRA 
blast in June. 


Aids vaccine 
fails in trial 

A'v3cdne used to treat HIV 
patients to help prevent their 
condition deteriorating to 
full-blown Aids did not 
benefit them, according to a 
newsrady. . 

Ihe Lancet reports that the 
vaccine MNigpl20 was used 
in a double-bund pJacebo- 
controlled trial of more than 
550 patients infected with 
HIV but showing no 
sympt oms. After 15 months, it 
was dear that the vaccination 
did not affect the CD4 blood 
cell count, a decline of which 
is thought to correlate with 
the pro gress io n of HIV • 
infection. Glenda Cooper 

Lottery cash 
for museum 

The Imperial War Museum 
has been offered a lottery 

S t of £12.6m towards the 
stage of its long-term 
redevelopment, including - 
galleries for a permanent 
exhibition about the 
Holocaust - study of which is 
on the National Curriculum. 

Matching offers of private 
funds for the redevelopment 
include £lro each from the 
Wolfeon and Rubin 
foundations and £250,000 
from Marks and Spencer. 
Subject to the museum raising 
another £lm, construction can 
begin next summer. 

Stephen Goodwin 


Olivier’s son to 
direct at Globe 

Richard Olivier, son of the 
late Lord Olivier, will direct 
one of the opening 
productions for the first full 
season of the reconstructed 
Globe Theatre in London 
next June. 

Henry V, directed by 
k^&ghag&P&rier and starring . 
r Mark Rylance, the Globe’s 
artistic director, wiD start the 
season along with The Winter's 
Tale directed by David 
Freeman. Henry Pwfll be 
performed in Elizabethan 
costume and The Winter’s Tale 
in modem dress. 

Construction of the 
theatres permanent stage will 
be complete tty the summer, 
and the public will still able to 
watch in Elizabethan style 
from the courtyard where 
tickets will be priced at £5. 
David Lister 

BBC presenter 
switches to C4 

Former Crimevtaxch presenter 
Sue Cook is quitting the BBC 
after 20 years to front a major 
antiques show for Channel 4. 

Ms Cook, 47, worked on 
Crimewatch for II years after 
joining thecorporation in 
1976. However, despite 
submitting a number of ideas 
for new programmes to the 
BBC none was commissioned. 

In the 13-week series, 
entitled Collectors' Lot, Ms 
Cook will visit country houses 
and ordinary homes across 
Britain. The programme wfli 
go out four tunes a week, .. 
starting on 13 January. 


Outrage over 

idanghterof 

cornxsrants 

Bird-lovers yesterday 
expressed "outrage and 
disgust" that anglers are 
IdUmg cormorants, a 
protected species, to preserve 
feh Stocks - ■ 

- They were responding to a 
report in The Arming Times 
which revealed the existence 
of “cormorant hiisquatfa” v 
which are breaking the law by 
shwrafng dozens of birds at a 
time. Laafownors are hiring 
them in an attempt w protect 
their waters Irom the rising . 
cormorant population. There 
are bdieved.to be more than 
7,000 breeding pairs in 
Britain, and many have moved 
inland to feed in freshwater 
fisheries- - 

Cormorants may be shot 
only under licence, and then 
shooters can only kill six a . 

season. The Mims tty of *' 
Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Fbod is currently leading a ~ ' 
three-year investigation into 
their effect on fish stocks. 

Duchess of 
Kent has ME 

The Duchess of Kent is 
suffering from ME and has - 
had to puli out of all her 
official engagements, it 


Th& 63-year-old Duchess is 
retting at her home, St 
James's Palace, on the advice 
of doctors. A spokesman said: 
"Her doctors have told her to 
cut back... It is nothing toe 
serious. She is just rather tired 
in general terms. She hasbeen 
advised to take it easy, 
because that will help her 
recovery. 1 * As a result, the 
Duchess had with regret 
declined all other official 
invitations since the summer, 
be said.’Tn herself, she is 
fine," but some daw she was 
particularly fatigued. 

Tate exhibition 
stirs debate 

The Hue Gallery will 
celebrate its centenary next 
year in a manner certain to 
mcite artistic debate and 
acrimony by exhibiting its Mil 
"most significant” works. 

Ihte curators have so for 
chosen 87 works for the 
.’exhibition* called Talc llX), 
which will open next May. 

They range from Hogarth and 
Constable and Blake to the 
Pre-Raphaelites, lUrner. the .. 
surrealists, Cezanne, Rodin ^ 
and Matisse. It is among 20th " 
century artists that there are 
the most glaring omissions. = 

An critic Brian Sewell 
described the works so far 
selected as “a dog’s dinner of , 
elementary art history dotted >: 
with old favourites and what * 
the panjandrums believe to be 
good for us. It is almost V 
without rhyme or reason, far -’-i 
more remarkable for its 
omissions than its inclusions 1 '. ,» 
As part of its centenary " .. 3 
celebrations, the Tate wiH • 
extend its opening hours to 1 
Sunday mornings from lQant-j 

David Lister 

Pilot guilty * 
drug runninS 

A pilot whose passenger dk^fig 
after walking into a propbffitfSl 
was yesterday found guilty d al , 
importing more than £100 lO«|E 
worth of cannabis into Bowmq 
Graham Jones, 38, wa* : 3s| 
convicted Ity a Windiest#.* 4? 
Crown Court jury of . r V 
importing 20 kilos of tte’dmg. " 
and will be sentenced 
December. His passenger^ ; 
Graham Marples, 44,w&£w«r 
travelling on a false passpory ~ 
never recovered from hiS- 
injuries and died in hospita|.- 
five weeks after the acqdenfr \ . 

. ‘j.. ‘ • 

University 


The pay dispute at utrfvOpft^ 
- which last month prompted- 
an unprecedented 24-hour 
strike at more than 300 y. . v 
institutions with the threat df 
more disruption to coma - is. ; 
to go to the conciliation . >; ■ 

service Acasi WhitenpaDaf • - 

staff, including academics^ . 
administrators and technicians ' 
have been offered 1,5. per cent, 
and manual workers 2Ji per 
cent. Barrie Ckment' 
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Kenneth Clarke is the latest in a long line of politicians who have ended up in the soup after a free meal 

MPs rue the lunch 


that repeats on them 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspon dent 

The lighting was discreet, con- 
fit of duck was on the menu, the 
atmosphere was congenial. 
Seated on a sofa bordered by el- 
egant honeyed panelling, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
was chatting amiably to two 
BBC political correspondents. 

Twenty feet away in the £50- 
a-head Chez Nico at Ninety 
Park Lane, Labour’s environ- 
ment spokesman was lunching 
with another BBC man, politi- 
cal editor Robin Oakley. 

From where Frank 6obson 
sat, Kenneth Clarke may have 
looked like a man who was sim- 
ply enjoying a good lunch and 
an expansive chat, but he had 
just fallen into a trap which had 
ensnared several of his fellow- 
politicians in the past. 

Mr Clarke was telling Mark 
Mardell and Jon Sopel that he 
and a number of middle-rank- 
ing ministers would resign if the 
Government changed hs stance 
on Europe. Within 24 hours, he 
was to be forced to deny that he 
had any intention of doing so. 

The only exceptional thing 
about the meal was its three 
Michelin stars. Politicians enjoy 
meeting journalists not only to 
pass on stories but also to hear 
gossip about their colleagues 
and - crucially - themselves. 

But if Mr Clarke had read his 
history before he weotto lunch 




1 WBton’s, (fish, private booths), Jtennyn St serious grandees ... „ .... - ■ ... j . 

(Heseitirffl, Aten CtarkJ.Mffic Hasfeigs, Evening Standard editor ® 

2 The Garrick Club, Garrick St members include Kenneth . : psxafiBy circus 


2 Tha Garrick Ctab, Garris St members hJC&deKBnneBi . PtcaSBvcvcus • 

Clarke, Nigel Lawson, Sir Patrick Mayhew, lan Alto], Alan k " - o 

Watkins 

3 Simpson’s, The Strand: Cabinet traditionalists, there for (he jHHL- ~ '-11 -' - - ’* ’ 

roast beef and sticky toffee pudding &§ff ’ jmL ;'^k- '■ r - Mi 

4 Fbilas.teame), Malden Lane: Ministers of Slate, Nick Wood, BtoV - 

5 Simply Mlco, (French), Rod? ester Row; Crowded write ‘ “ 

ministers, Bbffirmer circle also Robin Oakley, BBC pofikal "■ • in, m Mr 

wfltor - l«v "<S> ’ JS2* 

6 Antags de Provenca.pTOvencal), In St James's Ct hotel, ; •' W = " ■ ...* 

Buckingham Gate; Cabinet mteisters, Michael Brunson, UN's L — S3L. ... " “ * 

political editor: 12 UvebatUante-feshnnable fish), The Cut, near 

7 Olivo, Ecciashu St EfmorGootfrnan, Channel 4 News Waterloo: middle ranks 

political editor 13 KAmfco,(budflet Italian), Horsefeny Bit often 

8 Christopher’s, Wefitagton St Tory wets, the best newspaper ancient ex-cabinet ministers (division bell area) 

writers lAfieyHussa^IHungarianLGreekSt Roy 

9 Savoy Grin, The Strand; Michael Heseitine, Atestair Gootflad, Hatterstey. deefining in popularity (trid-fashfened, 

Tory chfat whip, Lord Archer too far) 

IDShephBnTs,(trad Engfish}, Marsbam St any Cabins or 15 Poufe Au Pot, (authentic French), Etmry St 
shadow cabinet member (within division bell area) Ministers of State aid their shadows . . 

II The AtrtanUcosmopofltan), 4 ABlfbank: (Westminster bases 1 6 Nico At Ninety, (expensive French), Park. Lane: 
of BBC and fTN), low-grade or pubfic lunches (many lobbyists) David Mellor 


on Wednesday, he would not 
have had to look: back far for a 
cautionary tale. 

The most recent example of 
dinner-table disarray happened 
a couple of months ago at the 
TUC conference in Blackpool, 
when Labour's Stephen Byers 
told journalists over Dover sole 
at The Seafood Restaurant that 
his party wanted to weaken its 
links with the unions. 

“I have learned to be careful 
who I choose to have dinner 
with," he said ruefully the next 


day after being projected on to 
several front pages. 

This culinary tradition goes 

hack much farther than that and 

is a dish frequently eaten with 
side-orders of obfuscation and 
deniaL 

In March 1989, the then 
transport secretory Paul Chan- 
non professed hims elf to be “as- 
tonished” by reports that the 
police were dose to identifying 
the terrorist who planted the 
Lockerbie bomb. The lobby 
journalists who had just met Mr 


Channon in the Garrick CTub 
were equally bemused by his 
protestations of Innocence. 

Only 1 0 months earlier, NeO 
Kinnock had beaten a simil ar 
retreat after a lunch with The In- 
dependent at L’Amico. near 
.Westminster. The paper had re- 
ported that Labour was about 
to accept the Nato nuclear um- 
brella. Despite subsequent de- 
nials, just days later he was 
telling the BBC that there was 
“no need now for a some thing- 
for-nothing unilateralism.’' 



Genteel trap: Superb food maybe, but many a politician has had to eat his words after lunch Drawing: Advertising Archive 


Ireland’s old Machiavelli keeps mum on cash scandal 




8 Alan Murdoch 

At his palatial mansion in north 
Dublin, the former taoiseach 
Charles Haughey was' observing a 
vow of silence yesterday over sug- 
gestions in a magazine that he was 
the Fianna Fail politician who re- 
ceived more than £1 m in secret pay- 
ments ’from' the ■ supermarket 
executive BenDunne. 

The revelation that fat cheques 
from Mr Dunne went across the po- 
litical ,specti^irq is ; turning into the 
' biggest and most compellmg polit- 
ical intrigue in Ireland for years. 

Although no definitive statement 
was forthcoming from either the re- 
tired politician or his solicitors, a 
source dose to the former party 
leader said he was strongly denying 
that he was the recipient. 

Every conversation in Ireland 
this week has seemed to begin with 
“Well, who is it?” or a triumphant 
“Did you hear who it is?" Excite- 
ment was such that when the actor 
John Hurt walked into a Dublin pub 
popular with press and politicians no 
Charles Haughey: did he receive one batted an eyelid. Moments lat- 
secret payments totalling Elm? er, when the' reporter who broke 


payments scandal entered, the bar 
erupted in spontaneous cheering. 

The idea that one of the holy mys- 
teries of Irish life, the source of 
Charles Haughey's considerable 
wealth, was taking another turn 
turned a glowing ember into a bush- 
fire of frenzied speculation. 

Agreeing that Mr Haughey was 
being dogged by “innuendo and ru-- 
moor", the present Fianna Fail op- 
position leader, Bertie Ahem, said 
only publication of the accountants’ - 
report’s behind the payments scan- 
dal could halt the rumours. 

Price Waterhouse was called in to 
investigate how the family-owned su- 
permarket and drapery group had 
been run by Mr Dunne soon after 
he was replaced by his elder sister 
Margaret Heffernan in 1993. The 
unpublished report is alleged to dis- 
close payments to politicians, a 
newspaper executive and senior 
business figures by Mr Dunne, who 
was ousted from the chairman's 
seat after a cocaine-and-drinks scan- 
dal in 1992 involving a Florida call- 
girL 

It had been widely known before 
that that Mr Dunne was fond of 
high-stakes gambling with other 


milli onaires. On golf courses he 
would bet thousands on each hole. 

As state lawyers and the Dunnes' 
advisers last night resumed discus- 
sions, government sources said the 
family “were adopting a very con- 
structive and realistic attitude" to 
publication. 

Confidence in Irish politicians has 
rarely been at such a low ebb. Af- 


but denied they were in return for 
promises of influence over policy de- 
cisions. 

Mr Haughey, 71, held agriculture, 
finance, health and social welfare 
ministries before becoming pre- 
mier in 1979. Along the way, the 
Irish public came to associate him 
with a lavish lifestyle and spending 
money. 


Tt was the idea that one of the holy 
mysteries of Irish life: the source of 
diaries Haughey’s considerable 
wealth, was about to be solved’ 


ter the transport minis ter^ Michael 
Lowry, quit tost weekend following 
allegations that he received £208,000 
from Mr Dunne, Mr Ahern told the 
Dad: “We cannot allow political 
lynching? or mob justice, or to have 
ministers sink beneath the waves of 
media hysteria and feeding frenzy." 

The Taoiseach, John Bruton, ear- 
ly yesterday confirmed his Fine Gael 
party obtained £180,000 in contri- 
butions from Mr Dunne from 1987, 


How, Dubliners wondered, could 
someone in public office acquire a 
250-acre estate in north Dublin 
complete with one of the capital's 
finest 18th century private houses 
and glorious gardens ? (He later 
added a stud farm and wildlife re- 
serve). 

How could he afford a yacht, his 
own island off Keny and a holiday 
home there? How could he fund 
top-class race horses, fine restau- 


rants and enjoy the company of at- 
tractive women? 

He had married well, to Maureen 
Lemass, daughter of an earlier 
taoiseach. Mr Haughey had ru- 
moured links 10 Dublin property de- 
velopers. People marvelled at how he 
sustained his lifestyle on a paltry Dail 
salary’. 

Mr Haughey’s ascent was delayed 
by the drama of the 1970 arms trial, 
which left The whiff of gunpowder" 
on his image, though he was acquit- 
ted of gun-running. 

In 1988 it emerged that a visiting 
Saudi prince had bestowed a 
£150,000 diamond necklace and ear- 
rings on Mis Haughey which were not 
left in state hands as protocol re- 
quired. In the 1989 election an ex- 
travagantly funded campaign (locals 
reported “a river of Guinness ran 
through Dublin North-Easi") failed 
to get Mr Haughey’s youngest child 
Sean into the Dail. He made h in 
1992. his third attempt. 

Oncc-svra pathetic commentators 
accused bum of a “Me Fein” (myself 
alone) mentality. Mr Haughey sketch- 
es in popular radio satire dwelling on 
the sexual legend as much as the great 
statesman, were now accompanied by 


77ic Godfather theme music. (Mr 
Haughey was portrayed with un- 
nerving effect by Dermal Morgan, 
now Channel 4's “Father Ted”. ) 

Public cynicism refused 10 go 
away. Mr Haughey's character in it- 
self became a national Issue which di- 
vided the voters. In elections 
canvassers for his party were rebuffed 
with the words “I wouldn’t give him 
the itch if 1 thought he would get 
warm on a cold day scratching him- 
self. His party’s patience finally 
ran out and in January 1992 it hade 
him farewell. 

Mr Haughey left the Dail in No- 
vember that year, seemingly happy 
in patrician retirement, sailing 
around the Irish coast, riding his 
horse along POrtmamock Strand, and 
fund-raising for Ireland's National 
Gallery. Thai peace has now been 
shattered. 

He survived so many "heaves" 
against his leadership that support- 
ers once paraded with wry placards 
reading “Vilification Once Again." a 
play on the Republican anthem "A 
Nation Once .Again". Under siege 
again this week, it is a fair het the man 
himself is now uttering those very 
words. 
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Shephard plans to 
make exams tougher 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

Standards in public exams ap- 
pear to ba%c remained much the 
same over the last 20 years, 
Gillian Shephard, the Secretary 
of State for Education, ac- 
knowledged yesterday. 

After nearly a decade in 
which traditionalists and teach- 
ers have fought fiercely about 
whether rising exam grades 
meant higher standards or eas- 
ier exams, Mrs Shephard said 
that there was no evidence of 
falling standards. 

Despite an authoritative re- 
port which found that stan- 
dards had not changed, site 
announced measures which aim 
to make GCSE and A-level 
tougher. 

There will be mo re em pfaa- 
sis on grammar in GCSE Eng- 
lish and a separate English 
Language GCSE. At both 
GCSE and A-level, the use of 
calculators w31 be restricted 
and the use of open books in 
English exams will be reviewed. 


Hardy perennial: But are the questions harder? 


AJeirel English £95 
The Mayor ofCastedmdgs y - 
a. To what extent-do the seeds of 
Micbad Henchanfs downfall: fie 
.Wlffrin his own- character? . 

rb;Write an'acccourrt of ’the life 
Ihf Lucetta and Skjw howpin their - 
reactions to her, 'other people 
tri' the story ieteai~ their own. 
characters •: : :V- ; 


. AHevel .English 1991 : 

Thomas Haidy: Jutfe the dtecnre 
What can you find in the 
opening chapter which prepares 
you far what is to fallow? 

OR ^ 

JUvde thz Obscure - a study of 
failures-’' Do you agree? 


At A-leveL more pre-19th 
century literature will be com- 
pulsory. At present candidates 
must study Shakespeare and 
one other pre-19th century au- 
thor out of eight tests. The new 
requirement wiB be for four. 

The report from the School 
Coiiriculum and Assessment 
Authority, the Government’s 
exam advisers, and the Office 
for Standards in Education says 
that there is a shortage of evi- 
dence about the issue of stan- 
dards because not enough past 
scripts axe available. 

Mrs Shephard said: “’Jbday’s 
report shows no hard evidence 


that standards are falling but we 
have been looking at the past. 
It is the future that is impor- 
tant.” 

The SO independent exam- 
iners who drew up the report on 
TrnpKsh fnath« chemistry at 
GCSE and A-level found that 
candidates have to cover more 
topics than 20 years ago. In 
maths, the only subject in which 
there was evidence of a slight 
fall in standards, there was less 
emphasis on topics such as rea- 
soning and problem-solving. 

Chris Woodhead, Chief In- 
spector of Schools, told BBC 
Radio 4’s Today programme: 


“The repent is saying to the 
G o v e rnm ent that the danger is 
that more and more students 
are being educated for longer 
and longer at greater public ex- 
pense to know less and less.” 

Mrs Shephard said she had 
been appalled by the lack of ev- 
idence from exam boards for the 
study. She called for a nation- 
al archive of evidence about 
ream standards. 

The most worrying feature of 
the report was evidence of 
inconsistencies between syl- 
labuses and exam boards. She 
wanted the four English ««»in 
boards and three vocational 
bodies reduced in number but 
she added: “I am ool in favour 
of denying schools and col- 
leges choice and innovation by 
nationalising all examination 
provision under a single board.” 

However, David Blunkett, 
shadow Secretary of State for 
Education, said he was prepared 
to consider a single txjard for 
England and single boards for 
Wales and Scotland. 

Leading article, page 21 
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THIS CHRISTMAS, 

ALL MERCURY NATIONAL CALLS 
COST JUST l p PER MINUTE. 

*TI5 THE REA50N TO BE JOLLY. 




‘Tra la la la laaj That's right. On Christmas Day 
and New Years Day. all long distance calls to anywhere 
in the UK will cost just lp pec minute. And all 
international calls will be charged at our economy rate- 

A CABLE & WIRELESS COMPANY 


Merry Christmas to all our Mercury customers. If you're 
not wich Mercnry, but our Christinas offer strikes a 
chord with you, call us now on Freecall 0500 200 950. 
Then you can sing the praises of !p per minute calls coo. 


Amercury 
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Moment of ceremony? Pupils at the North West London Jewish Day School preparing to light candles yesterday 
for the beginning of Chanukah, the eight-day festival of lights Photograph: John Vbos 


Machete man ‘felt need to 
get even with society’ 


A man charged with attempted 
murder after he went on the 
rampage with a machete in a 
nursery school told police be 
planned the attack a month be- 
fore as a way of “getting even” 
with society, a jury heard yes- 
terday. The court also heard that 
be felt an affinity with mass 
killers Thomas Hamilton and 
Martin BryanL 
Horrett Campbell, 33, an un- 
employed welder, told detectives 
that children at Luke's Infant 
School in Blakenball, Wolver- 
hampton. had teased him and 
railed him a “loser'’, Stafford 
Crown Court was tokL 
Three children, aged between 
three and four, nursery nurse 
Lisa Potts and three mothers 
were injured in the attack on 8 


July this year. Campbell, from 
VUliere House, a block of flats 
overlooking the school, denies 
seven charges of attempted 
murder- four adults and three 
children — but admitted, 
lesser charges of wounding. 

The juiy beard that CampbeD 
told police after his arrest that 
he had planned the attack a 
mouth before as he felt there 
was a conspiracy against him. 

Asked what was going 
through his mind as he lashed 
out at the nursery children, 
CampbeD replied: “That I was 
exonerating myself. Like. I was 
getting even for them letting me 
down and turning against me, 
the people at the school and 
people in generaLl think I'm at 
the end of some sort of con- 


spiracy.” 

On 8 July, the court heard, he 
had got out of bed after midday 
and later “went to the school to 
attack some people. 1 had a bag 
with me to conceal my weapon, 
a machete” 

. He told police he had also 
carried a kitchen knife, a Fairy 
Liquid bottle full of petrol and 
two metal rods covered in foam, 
along with a lighter in his pock- 
et. . . 

He explained that the petrol 
and rods were to be used as 
flamethrowers. “It came across 
my mind at one stage - just 
throw it at the schooL I would 
probably have wet the sponge in 
petrol and probably thrown 
them at anything.” 

He told police he approached 


the school from behind ttyk 
neighbouring church, adding: v 
decided I was going to go 
th rough with what 1 bad 
planned. 1 jumped over the wall 
and I attacked them.” 

When questioned by police 
about a picture gallery*, includ- 
ing pictures of Dunblane killer 
Thomas Hamilton and Aus- 
tralian muss murderer Martin 
Bryant, Campbell said he be- 
lieved some good had come ont 
Of the Dunblane tragedy. . . ■ 

In police interviews. Campbell 
said he fell an affinity for Hand- 
ton who had also been treated 
as “an outcast. like an nddhalT. 
Referring to Bryant, Campbell 
said: “He shot and killed some 
people and I thought well he 
drives a Volvo like me”. 


London’s ring of steel to expand 


Charlie Bain 


The Corporation of London is 
to enlarge its “ring of steel” se- 
curity zone to the west of the 
City, as police continue to crack 
down on the threat of further 
IRA bomb attacks. 

The new scheme extends the 
traffic restrictions and police 
checkpoints set np after the IRA 
bomb attack on Bishopsgate in 
February 1993. It was agreed 
tty Corporation councillors at a 
meeting at the GufldhaD yes- 
terday mid wall run for a trial pe- 
riod of six months starting eariy 
next year. 

The plan would extend the 
easting cordon to cover 75 per 
cent of the City, including St 
PaoTs Cathedral and the Bar- 
bican. The Old Bailey, which 
was the target of an IRA bomb 
in the eady 1970’s will also come 
into the security zone for the 


City’s extended security cordon 



first time. The perimeter will run 
along Famngdon and New 
Bridge streets in the west, and 
West Smithfiefd, Beech and 
Chiswell streete'in the north. 
Pour newpoEce djec&poipts will 
also be set up at Queen Victo- 


ria Street, Ludgate H3L Hoi- 
bom Viaduct and Aldersgate 
street. It will involve 14changes 
.including the creation of new ac- 
cess points and the closure of 
1 junctions to vehicle 
Existing signs will be 


masked off and timber baulks .. 
and plastic barriers will be t 
erected as a short-term mea- . 
sure. 

The £250,000 scheme was 
proposed and backed tty the 
City of London Police, which 
has seen the existing cordon . 
contribute to a 16 per cent re- ' 
duction in crime in the City, 
since it was first erected in July 
1993. 

At yesterday's meeting; The 
Corporation was quick to point 
out that the new proposals will 
help ease congestion, reduce air 
pollution and make London's fi- 
nancial heart a safer place for 
pedestrians. 

Michael Cassidy, chairman of 
the Corporation’s Ifoliw and 
Resources Committee saw that 
since the last cordon was erect- 
ed their has been a 40 per cent 
reduction in the . lumber of 
road traffic accidents. - ' . 
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You won’t forger to call, will you? For a 
limited period only, we’re offering an 
extra 16 Mb of SDRAM memory for free 
on the Dell Dimension” XPS P133s. our 
value for money multimedia bundle.* It's 
also worth reminding you that Dell supplies excellent value portable and 
server products as well as desktops. So get in touch with the world s 
largest PC manufacturer- today on 01344 724639 and take y 

advantage of our free offer. But remember, rime is running our. 
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Closed for business: Many In Wishaw who were at first loyal to the Scottish Butcher of the Year, say they will not be going back to shop at John M Barr & Son 


Photograph: David Rose 


Fall of a butcher they called a good man 


Steve Boggan 

Chief Reporter 

It was a cold, grey day in 
Wishaw yesterday as they cre- 
mated 71-year-old Jessie Roger- 
son. For the Rev James 
Davidson, it was the third fu- 
neral in four days. 

The day before, his compo- 
sure had failed him slightly, ex- 
posing some of the deep pain 
he was feeling at the loss of so 
many friends and the threat, 
from the bacterium E. coli 0157 , 
to so many more. 

That was at the funeral of 
AJex Gardiner, 60. a former 
church eldcrand one of agroup 
of 78 pensioners who sat down 
to take a fateful meal at Wishaw 
Old Parish Hall in Lanarkshire 
on 17 November. Four of them 
are among the seven who. poi- 
soned by E. coli in the gravy of 


The mood has turned in the small Scottish town at centre of food poison scandal 


their meat pies, have since 
iiied“I am getting to the end of 
my tether," Mr Davidson said 
at Mr Gardiner’s funeral. “1 am 
losing my friends and I am en- 
trusted with burying them. It is 
veiy painful, but God is giving 
me the strength to carry on.” 

Yesterday, the only good news 
in Wishaw was that no one else 
had died The number of peo- 
ple affected by the bug, howev- 
er, continued to rise, with 24 new 
suspected cases being reported 
to Lanarkshire and Forth Valley 
health boards. The total number 
of confirmed cases was 191, 
with another 166 suspected. 

Around 20 victims are giving 
doctors cause for concern, with 
one elderly woman described as 
“poorly” and seven children 


receiving dialysis treatment to 
deanse their poisoned blood at 
the renal unit of Yorkhfil Hos- 
pital in Glasgow. 

As Lord Mackay, the Lord 
Advocate of Scotland declared 
that the deaths would be Lhe 
subject of a fatal aeddent in- 
quiry -which could lead to crim- 
inal proceedings - the gloom 
around the town deepened. 

Wishaw is a small communi- 
ty, badly affected by the loss of 
steel and coal production, par- 
ticularly the closure of the 
Ravenscraig steel plant. When 
people heard that John Barr of 
John M Barr & Son, the Scot- 
tish Butcher of the Year and, 
arguably the town's favourite 
butcher, was being linked to the 
outbreak, they rallied to him. 


He is variously described as 
kind, jovial, professional ded- 
icated and popular. But those 
who know him found their loy- 
alties tested on Wednesday 
when the North Lanarkshire en- 
vironmental services depart- 
ment alleged that he had 
supplied cold meats foran 18th 
birthday party on 23 November, 
after its officers had twice asked 
him not to, having told him that 
his shop was a possible source. 

“He is a lovely man," said fel- 
low butcher John Morrison, 
25, of JM Butchers on Stew- 
arton Street. “But selling that 
meat after he was told not to has 
changed the way a lot of peo- 
ple are thinking. 

“Most people feel sorry for 
him. Certainly my heart goes out 


Our petrol will 

help protect your fuel system 
or we’ll pay the price. 


Texaco CleanSysterrf is the only you'll agree too. Because, every time 


petrol that comes with a free fuel 
system warranty. This guarantees 
that, if your fuel system goes 
wrong when you’ve been using 
CleanSystem 1 regularly, we will 
pay the cost of repairs! 

The AA agree that this is good 
news for motorists. And we think 


you fill up with CleanSysterrf, you're 
helping to prevent the problems 
caused by the build-up of carbon 
deposits, and protecting your 
engine from mechanical damage. 

So, next time you fill up, make 
sure ifs with Texaco CleanSysterrf 
and ask for your free Warranty 


Log Book. Then if the effects of 
modem motoring do take their toil, 
you won't have to pay the price. 
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CteaiSystem 3 
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to him. He has been a great fam- 
ily butcher for about 30 years 
but he has made one mistake 
and it could cost him everything. 
A lot of people are saying they 
won’t go back if he re-opens." 

With sales of meat in the town 
down by 30 percent, according 
to Mr Morrison, it will take some 
time to restore confidence. “1 
have shopped at Mr Barr's for 
more than 20 years and I always 
found the place absolutely im- 
maculate,” said one woman. ‘At 
Christmas, we used to go round 
the back to fetch our parcels, 
and even the back was beauti- 
fully dean. I had planned to sup- 
port him, but when I heard 
about the meat being sold after 
the warning, it changed every- 
thing. 1 won't be going back.'’ 


The town seems torn by a 
genuine feeling, bordering on 
love, for Mr Barr, and its dis- 
appointment in the alleged fi- 
lial sale of meat A number of 
people who attended the party 
where the meat was consumed 
have subsequently fallen ilL 

“I was very surprised when I 
heard about that," said Marion 
Brown, a local pensioner. “I 
used to go in there but I found 
the reports about the wrongful 
sale of meat worrying. I will go 
back when he re-opens, but it 
will take time." 

Mr Barrs large bungalow at 
nearby Overtown was empty 
yesterday. His shop and the 
small works that supplies more 
than 70 outlets was locked. Two 
signs thanked the community for 


its support and said business 
would re-commence “as soon as 
the present situation is resolved'*. 

But while the community 
struggled with its admiration for 
a good man and its anger that 
he appears to have let himself 
down, there was unequivocal 
support from one quarter. 

Canon Patrick McGovern of 
St Ignatius’s Church warned 
against laying blame. "There is 
a lot of gnef m the community 
at the moment and there are a 
lot of sick people and be- 
reaved," he said. 

“But John Barr has always 
been good to tins community. 
He has always been kind and 
professional.’ My housekeeper 
has always bought my meat 
from there and, when this is all 
over, I shall ask her if she 
wouldn't mind going back to Mr 
Barr's and buying it again." 


news 

Licence 
fee ‘on 
the way 
out’ 


Mariann e Macdonald 

Media Correspondent 

The possibility that the BBC may 
be reaching the end of the licence 
fee era was publicly acknnwl- 
edgedfonhe first time yesleitlay 
by its most senior executive. 

In an unprecedented admis- 
sion. Sir ChrfcaophcT Bland, the 
corporations chairman, accept- 
ed the prospect that the licence 
fee might no longer east ip. 15 
or 20 years' time - or even in as 
little as five years. 

The Tory MP Toby JcsscI 
challenged him in a Heritage Se- 
lect Committee hearing on the 
BBC and the future of broad- 
casting, askin g: “If I were not an 
MP but a bookie, would you 
think 1 would be far out if 1 laid 
odds against the licence system 
Still being here in 15 or 2tJ year's 
rime?" 

“My own view is yes." Sir 
Christopher said. He added: 
“But these are hard things to 
forecast and right now 1 think 1 
can say fairly dearly' we know we 
have the licence 'fee for foe 
years.*’ 

For 75 years, the BBC has 
been funded by’ the licence pay- 
er on the assumption of a uni- 
versal sharing of interest and the 
corporation argues it is the be>L 
method of ensuring the best 
service for the nation. 

Bui the payment system is 
in danger of becoming an 
anachronism, with the explo- 
sion of satellite and cable, pay- 
per-view and the move to digital 
transmission. It is due tn be re- 
viewed by the Government in 
2001. 

The notion that the licence fee 
could come to an end- not least 
because it could be difficult to jus- 
tify in the context of 200 televi- 
sion channels and the loss of 
rights to major sporting events ~ 
has never been publicly ad- 
dressed by the BBC. 

Earlier. Sir Christopher had 
been forced again to acknowl- 
edge his lack of certainty about 
the survival of the licence fee. Sir 
John Gorst, another Tory MP. 
asked: “Do you foresee the li- 
cence fee funding the BBC for- 
ever?" 

“I'm chairman for another 
four years and five months." Sir 
Christopher replied ambigu- 
ously. “You can't look forever. It's 
impossible to say." 
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SAVE £6 


Black and Decker SnakeUght 

Flexible flashlight for complete hands-free 
convenience, 
was £24r9ST £19:99 

Now only £18.99 
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A mini-version Maglite torch 
presented in a gift box. 
Complete with batteries 
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Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affaire Editor 

Sweeping laws to outlaw stalking 
and racial and neighbour 
harassment were finally intro- 
duced in the House of Commons 

yesterday. 

Under the Protection from 
Harassment Bill, which antici- 
pates 200 cases reaching the 
criminal courts each year, stalk- 
ers who cause tbeir victims to fear 
for their safety would face five 
years’ jail, an unlimited fine or 
both, regardless of what their in- 
tentions were. 

Stalking causing harassment, 
alarm or distress, whether or not 
intended, would carry a maxi- 
mum penalty of six: months im- 
prisonment or a £5,000 fine, and 
is intended to catch lower-level 
intimidation such as unwanted 
phone calls or flowers, or the 
yelling of abuse from a neigh- 
bour. 

The Bill which covers England 
& Whies and includes some 
Scottish provisions, was omitted 
from the Queen’s Speech last 
month and left to be carried 
through by a Tory backbencher. 
But it was adopted as a Gov- 
ernment measure minutes after 
Tony Blair, the Labour leader, 
promised his party’s backing 
and challenged John Major to in- 
troduce iu 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretaty, said: “These laws 
would turn the table on those 


who spread fear and di stress such 
as stalkers, nightmare neigh- 
bours. bullies and racists, mak- 
ing them the victim of the 
criminal law.” 

Just two provable instances of 
wends or behaviour putting a per- 
son in fear of violence or caus- 
ing harassment, alarm or distress 
would technically be enough to 
trigger a criminal prosecution. 

There will be defences to the 
criminal and civil measures, cov- 
ering national security; preven- 
tion. detection or investigation of 
crime; and acting under statutory 
authority. Mr Howard said: 
’These laws would not prevent 
people from going about their 
lawful activity. The legitimate 
work of the police _ journalists 


and otheis win be recognised and 
protected." 

Jack Straw, Mr Howard’s 
Labour shadow, said the measure 
would not provide a compre- 
hensive solution to the problem 
of anti-social c riminal behav- 
iour. The Government’s ac- 
ceptance that the Bfll is likely to 
generate only 200 additional 
cases a year amounts to an ad- 
mission of this," he said. 

There was stronger criticism 
from Liberty, the dvfl liberties or- 
ganisation, which said the new 
criminal offences were too wide- 
ly drawn. The criminal law al- 
ready provides a range of 
measures to deal with all iden- 
tified forms of behaviour iden- 
tified as staUang," it said. 



PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS 

SCORING THE EXCHANGES ~ 


Blair ongnry demanded Musfaawv replies on 
SPaifo. and istiiy answered tort to shouts 
hom Ihs Conservative benches. His performance 
was EK*d. but maned by he customary ‘it-M.j- 
jor-canrvot-bc-trusjcd' mttvaimie-huwcan- 
inst-him-vwiUva-lot?' soundbite. 

Major was filM by Blair's Questions on war pen- 
sions. and was more patronising |lun USU3I. Hi? 
case started la lock snaky when he did not deny 
the example « altera pc-nny -pinching that 
Blair put to him. 



John 

Major 
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THEMES OF THE DAY 


•The iBferaream on a angle currency (Sir Teddy Taylor. C Souihend El 
•War pensions (Alan Berth, bb Dem. Berwick up&n Tweed! 

•A- Level standards (Sir Rhodes Boyson, C. Bren! Nl 

•European Court ruling on borders (Charles Ward)*. C. BexhUl and Battle! 


BLAIR S ATTACK 


Insults am trailed in an acrimonious session, by end el which both leaden 
looked ready to roll up their sleeves ana take the Ircht outside. Blair claimed 
that Bnfeta war pensions would suffer tSOm-worth &1 cuts as a nraut of Hw 
Budget Ma jor said Blair was 'just plain wrong'. Blair challenged Major to 
deny some Sf*ahc charges ot penny -penciling, ‘instead at all this patronising 
stuff about how we don’t understand'. Major responded with a dig a! Bknr'i 

’ piety'- _ ■ 
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Conservative Eurcsoeptics - Toddy Dennis Skinner (Lob Bofsoirf-r) On 
Taylor and GHarie* Wardl* were such 3 vicious day, the ’Beast' himwll 
able to fit In questions on Europe, and could cm tv offer some rather wrak duj; 
Thomas McAwoy (Lab. Glasgow, gerel about .1 supposed inspection ai 
Ruitwiglen) raised the question of l he the lioasury etiest. diescd up «r. a 
Chancellor’s loyalty once again. question a tot it the PSBK. 


THE QUIP OF THE DAY 


Appropriately given the mood of the stumerr, Maioi Mid he 
hoped that Skinner had not left a lighted match behind lum 
when he went to inspect the Treasury chest. 


THE UNANSWERED QUESTION 


Are public-gallery protests about arms to Indonesia, and subse- 
quent scuffles, going to be a regular feature ol Prime Minister's 
Questions from now on? They have a one hundred per-cent 
record kir the week, but the protesters again found themselves 
booted out. 


THE CREEP OF THE DAY 


Sir Rhodes Boyson: "b my Hon Friend (he Prime Minister aware 
that there are great rejoicings in this country today on tin? knowl- 
edge that the A-tevH standards will be retained and strenglhed? 
And would he also agree that this is one oi many reforms brought 
in by this government for the benefit of British education?’ 

Compiled by Ben Summers 


Children from the Kids’ 
Clubs Network presenting 
political wishes to Labour 
leader Tony Blair and the 
Liberal Democrat’s Paddy 
Ashdown at the House of 
Commons yesterday 
Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Committee split over 
decision to suspend MP 


Christian Weimar 

Westminster Correspondent ‘ 

The committee of MPs dis- 
cussing the fate of the former 
whip David Willetts for al- 
legedly frying to subvert a Com- 
mons investigation into the 
Nefl Hamilton affair is dead- 
locked after three lengthy meet- 
ings in private this week. 

The Standards and Privi- 
leges Committee which usual- 
ly meets only once or twice a 
week is to resume its secret dis- 
cussions on Monday. The Com- 
mittee has a Tory majority of 
one. but Quentin Davies, a 
Tory backbencher who repre- 
sents Stamford and Spalding, 
was particularly hard on Mr WD- 
letts when questioning him dur- 


ing the hearings three weeks 
ago. There is tremendous pres- 
sure from within' the Tbry par- : 
ty on Mr Davies to vote along 
party lines. However Mr Davies 
is thought to be standing firm, 
resisting blandishments from se- 
nior Tbry members and arguing 
that the committee has a judi- 
cial role independent of party 
considerations. 

There are two schools of 
thought about Mr Davies on the 
Tory benches. Tbry loyalists ar- 
gue that he is being spiteful out 
of his failure to obtain minis- 
terial office despite his un- 
doubted abilities. However, 
more independently minded 
Tories and opposition mem- 
bers say Mr Davies is merely be- 
ing honest and recognises the 


wider importance of the com- 
mittee’s work. 

The Committee has to decide 
whether to punish Mr Willetts, 
now the Paymaster General, for 
trying to influence Sir Geoffrey 
Johnson Smith, the chairman of 
the now defunct Members In- 
terests Committee, in October 
1994 when it was discussing 
whether to take action against 
Neil Hamilton who was ac- 
cused of taking cash for asking 
Parliamentary questions. 

The options facing the Com- 
mittee are to exonerate Mr 
Willetts or to punish him with 
a reprimand or a suspension. Mr 
Willetts is reported to be cer- 
tain to resign if he is suspend- 
ed, while a reprimand is likely 
to make his position untenable. 
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U They’ll love it. 
They can use it free 
for a year and it can 
even be connected on 
Christmas Eve. » 


GIFTS YOU CAN AFFORD 


T here be iew better Christmas gifts than a mobile 

phone. But perhaps you're not considering one 
because you don't want to lumber someone yon care about 
with on-going monthly bills. 

tfell, at Peoples Phone -we have just the t h i ng. All-in- 
one packages, where yon one payment and that's it 
ibr a whole yean They even include a free call allowance 
and, what's more, we ran connect it on Christmas Eve. 
That wsvj it's ready to make a call as soon as it s unwrapped 
and you don’t pay for a single day you don’t need. 
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news 


Carey and 
the Pope 
agree 
to differ 


Andrew Brown 

Religious Affairs Correspondent 

Pope John Paul II and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr 
George Carey, yesterday met 
for an unscheduled lunch fol- 
lowing 30 minutes of talks in 
which the two men agreed a 
friendly restatement of their dif- 
ferences over jpapal authority 
and women priests. 

Dr Carey suggested at a press 
conference after the meeting 
that women priests might yet be 
rejected by the Church of Eng- 
land. but added hastily that he 
thought this was most unlikely. 

The archbishop also listed 
the functions and authority of the 
papacy, the role of the Virgin 
Mary, and papal infallibility as ar- 
eas in which the two churches 
were still far apart. “In the his- 
tory of Christianity we have 
found ways of overcoming very 
difficult problems. We ... have to 

trust God for the future, 7 ’ be said 

The Pope, 76, appears to be 
suffering from Pamnson’s dis- 
ease. Wien greeting the arch- 
bishop be shuffled along without 
ever moving one foot completely 
in front of another. Once a man 
of commanding presence, he 
now seems squashed rather than 
stooped. His head is held to one 
side, and he reads with agonis- 
ing slowness from prepared texts. 
However, he is still capable of 
moments of spontaneity in 
speech, according to members of 
the archbishop's party. 

In a clear reference to the 
Anglican ordination of women 
priests, which threw up an un- 
expected obstacle after serious 
talks about church unity start- 
ed thirty years ago, the Pope 
told Dr Carey that: “'These dif- 
ficulties seem to loom large on 
the way to the reconciliation 


which dialogue intended to 
promote. The path ahead may 
not be altogether dear to us, but 
we are here to recommit our- 
selves to following it.” 

Pope John Paul also restat- 
ed his own interpretation of the 
importance of his office. Al- 
though Anglicans have ex- 
pressed themselves willing to 
accept a symbolic papal prima- 
cy, he demands that it have real 
powers: "Our shared desire to 
respond to the Lord's will can- 
not fail to lead us to a common 
understanding of the mind of 
Christ in every crucial aspect of 
the constitution of the Church." 

Dr Carey was equally un- 
compromising in restating his 
own positions. He referred to 
the rejection by the Congrega- 
tion for the Doctrine of the 
Failh. the Vatican’s watchdog of 
orthodoxy, of one of the agree- 
ments reached by Arric, the 
committee which is trying to est- 
ablish theological agreement 
between the two churches. This 
is still a sensitive subject. 

Preaching after his meeting 
with the Pope, at the cburoi 
from which St Augustine set out 
in 597 to reconvert the British 
Isles, Dr Carey even praised the 
Reformation, when the Church 
of England split from the Rom- 
an Catholic church. The Re- 
formation was not a tragedy so 
much as a rediscovery of the 
Bible and its authority, of the 
importance of justification by 
faith. To be sure, all those 
things were there in the ancient 
Church, but they needed a 
rediscovery." 

Dr Carey suggested that the 
Roman Catholic church had. 
since the reforming Second Vat- 
ican Council in the Sixties, 
caught up with these Protestant 
discoveries of the Reformation. 



Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 


For the John H Amos, a unique 
piece of Britain’s maritime past 
sitting on a slipway in Chatham, 
the launch yesterday of a Na- 
tional Register of Historic Ships 
may have come too late. 

All known vessels over 40 feet 
long and over 40 tons, buOt in 
Britain before 1945 and which 
still lie in UK waters, will be in- 
cluded on the register. There are 
believed to be more than 3,000 
craft in the category of which 900 
have so far been identified- The 


future of some is already assured, 
like ihel817 sailing frigate Trin- 
comoke in Hartlepool, the old- 
est warship afloat, and the 
Discovery at Dundee, the re- 
search vessel in which Scon 
made his voyage to the Antarc- 
tic. 

But others, like the John H 
Amos, face an uncertain future. 
Built in Paisley in 1931, it is the 
last intact steam sidewheel pad- 
dle tug in Britain, a fact which 
for enthusiasts more than justi- 
fies its preservation. Martin 
Stevens, a businessman from Sk- 
tingborne, Kent, has been hying 


for 20 years to save the tug from 
the scrapyard. He bought the 
vessel for £3,500 from the then 
Cleveland County Cbunril - the 
vessel spent her working fife on 
the Tees - and after a civic 
send-off, complete with brass 
band, she was towed to 
Chatham. It became one of two 
vessels in Mr Stevens’s Medway 
Maritime Museum. 

Three years ago the John H 
Amos sank - or rather the tide 
came in as she sal on her moor- 
ing and she never rase with it. 
Pumped out, she was hauled up 
cm to the dip way where Mr 


Stevens has sand-blasted the 
hull and filled in the holes. 

As he puts it, he has “wan- 
gled** materials, including sand, 
paint and ropes, and the labour 
has been his own. "But that’s no 
way to restore a boat It’s just 
hanging on by one’s finger tips 
waiting for something to turn up. 
And, frankly, it’s got to turn up 
a bit quickly." 

Mr Stevens is frying to form 
a trust to bid for Lottery mon- 
ey. Restoring the boat could cost 
tens of thousands of pounds. 
“The worst thing that could 
happen is that Pm turfed off the 


slipway and haw to find a mud 
mooring," he said. U that hap- 
pens the hull will quickly dete- 
riorate. 

The register is a key convpo- 
nent of a report Towards a A j- 
tional Policy nn Historic Ships 
which gives guidance on assess- 
ing a vessel’s significance as 
owners compete for money, par- 
ticularly from the Lottery. 

It became dear during re- 
search by the University of 
St Andrews, under the direction 
of Robert Prescott, director of 
the Scottish Institute of Maritime 
Studies, that most historic ves- 


sels remained in private hands. 
Getting details proved difficult. 

Keeping oWfltip&afloWk ex- 
pensive and only a minoriiywill 
get help from the Lottery, Dr 
Prescott said the "attrition rate" 
was very high. "A huge number 
of light vessels and paddle 
steamers have been turned into 
pleasure craft and then gone to^ 
the breaker’s yard when they^ 
have failed in that capacity." ' 

“Britain, like most countries, 
is much more experi e nced at 
looking after old buddings. We 
have yet to learn the lessons of 
looking after old ships." 
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Response 100 Combined 
Telephone and Answering Machine 

15 minutes recording time. 10 number memory. 
Remote access. 


£49.99 



Duet 200 Plus Corded Phone 

Liquid Crystal Display and Call Timer. 
Available in six colours. 12 number memory. 


£29.99 
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Social scientists’ report paints a picture of Britain as a land of complacent captains of industry, emptying cities and unruly children 

Why shouldn’t we all be paid like a jockey? 


bn Burrefl 

Britain's highly-paid company ex- 
ecutives have been told to fol- 
low the example of the nation’s 
jockeys and make their salaries 
dependent on performance. 

New research carried out at 
the London School of Eco- 
nomics has shown that jockeys 
who are paid huge retainers by 
horse owners suffer a marked 
fall-off in the number of races 
that they win. 

Researchers at ibe LSE’s 
Centre for Economic Perfor- 
mance (CEP), analysed the per- 
formance of the top 50 fiat race 
jockeys over a 10-year period. 
Leading jockeys including Willie 

Carson, Pat Eddery and Steve 
Cauthen, all slipped down the 
rankings when owners agreed to 
pay them hundreds of thou- 
sands of pounds a year in re- 
tainers to secure their services. 

By contrast, jockeys Tony Ives 
and Ray Cochrane, have con- 
sistently been among the high- 
est -performers without being 
paid retainers. 

David Metcalf, the CEP’s 
deputy director, said that the po- 
sition of jockeys on large re- 
tainers was similar to company 
bosses, who typically receive 
around two- thirds of their earn- 
ings in a base payment which is 
not related to performance. 
“With bosses, very little is actu- 



Lean and mean: top jockeys like these win more races if they get paid by results. Britain’s top earners could benefit from a similar regime 


ally contingent cm performance,” 
he said. “Fat cats would do 
themselves a great service by 
making their pay more contin- 
gent on shar e price.” 

Flat jockeys earn £6130 as the 
set fee for each ride, plus a 7 per 


cent share of their winnings. The 
retainer system in British racin g 
has now almost broken down - 
which Professor Metcalf said was 
evidence that it did not work - 
and almost all jockeys are paid 
by performance, "Tlie jockeys 


provide a real lesson for hosses 
about how to define a payment 
system. The jockeys' system has 
gradually evolved and it serves 
raring every welL If bosses did 
(he same it would serve our na- 
tional economy belter,” he said. 


The LSE research, which was 
funded by the Economic and So- 
cial Research Council, uncov- 
ered a deterioration in the 
perf orm ance of jockeys on large 
retainers. According to the 
study. Carson averaged 27th in 


the jockey rankings when paid 
a retainer compared to 12ih 
when his earnings depended 
entirely on performance. Steve 
Cauthen finished 7ih on average 
except when he was paid a re- 
tainer when he slipped to an av- 


Photograph: Dave Shoptand 

crage of 12th. Pat Eddeiy fell 
from 15th to lbth on a retainer, 
while Walter Swinbum stayed at 
lbth but earned less prize-mon- 
ey when he was on a fixed pay- 
ment. 

The one top jockey who con- 


tinued to improve despite c. inl- 
ine, a retainer was the phenom- 
enal Frankie Del tori, who 
climbed from 7th to 4th in the 
rankings. Dettori is paid a 
retainer, believed to be around 
£51 V MUX) a year, by Sheikh Mo- 
hammed oi Dubai. 

Professor Metcalf said that be- 
cause of (he greater elasticity of 

their pay, jockeys could im- 
print their eamings by 21) per 
cent for a 10 per cent increase 

in performance. By contrast, 
bosses could only add 3 percent 
to their earning* for a similar in- 
crease in performance, which of- 
fered them little incentive to 
work harder. 

“1 have got no problems with 
fat eats so long as their pay is 
based on performance hut in 
murt cases it clearly is not,” he 
said. 

His co-author. Sue Femur, 
said: "The Mudv has shown that 
paving large sums with insuffi- 
cient performance incentives 
built in is inferior to carefully 
constructed incentive contracts. 

"In the spirit of the old song, 
'it ain't what you pay it's the way 
that you pay it - and dial’s what 
gel results'.” 

Michael Caulfield, secretary 
of the Jockeys’ Association, said 
the report made '‘fascinating 
reading” and confirmed the view 
ol most jockeys that racing had 
a fair and effective pay system. 


Big exodus from the cities Primary school exclusions up 


frBcholas Schoon 

Inner-city decay is being made 
worse by a flood of urban- 
dwellers leaving Britain's largest 
cities for smaller towns and 
the countryside, new census 
research has revealed. The out- 
migration is also exacerbating 
the loss of green fields and 
woods to suburban sprawl. 

About 90.000 people each 
year quit the big urban areas of 
England feu- pastures new, with 
London suffering the biggest ex- 
odus, according to the research 
by geography professor Tony 
Champion of the University of 
Newcastle. 

His conclusions throw cold 
water on the Government’s 


hopes of a revival in urban liv- 
ing. Its proposed target is for 60 
per cent of all new homes to be 
provided within existing urban 
areas rather than in the coun- 
tryside: the current rate is about 
50 per cent 

But Professor Champion re- 
ports that the outward flow 
from London and England’s 
□ext six largest cities has accel- 
erated through the 1990s after 
a drastic slowdown in 1989 and 
1990, when house prices sud- 
denly began to fall after years 
of rapid growth. His prime 
sources are 14 years of the Na- 
tional Health Service’s Central 
Register, based on people reg- 
istering with their local GP up 
to 1994, and the 1991 Census. 


He found a universal pattern 
of urban flight, with people mov- 
ing fttm city cores to sunurbs, big 
towns to smaller ones, and from 
densely populated counties to re- 
moter, thinly inhabited ones. It 
was, he said, "an extremely deep- 
sealed process which has been 
going on for decades”. 

This applies to most sections 
of the population but is partic- 
ularly marked among those aged 
30 to 44, the self-employed and 
the retired. The only group to 
buck the trend arc 16- to 29-year- 
olds, among whom there has 
been a net move into the cities. 

Professor Champion's survey, 
funded by the Economic and 
Social Research Council, sug- 
gests the exodus will gather 


pace as the number of homes 
bought and sold rises in a swiftly 
recovering property market. 

Out-migration from the sev- 
en biggest metropolitan areas - 
London, Birmingham, West 
Yorkshire, South Yorkshire, Liv- 
erpool, Manchester and Tyneside 
- peaked at 125,000 in 1 987. the 
height of the last boom. Between 
1981 and 1994 more than 1.28 
milli on people left. 

The new research suggests 
that the Government wiJJhave 
to come up with more radical, 
expensive and controversial 
policies than it has been willing 
to contemplate if it wishes to 
protect the inner cities from de- 
sertion and the countryside 
from sprawl. 


Hundreds of children are being 
permanently excluded from 
primary schools as head teach- 
ers try to hit performance tar- 
gets, writes Ian BurrelL 

Rerearchers at the University 
of Portsmouth found that per- 
manent exclusions from pri- 
mary schools more than trebled 
to 1,215 in a year, while up to 
10,000 other children were 
temporarily excluded. 

Most of the children. (54 per 
cent) were excluded for violent 
behaviour, while 17 per cent 
were ordered out for verbal 
abuse and 16 per cent for dis- 
obedience. 

Others were shown the door 
for being disruptive to other 
children or simply being “un- 


controllable” within the school 
Nine out of ten of those ex- 
cluded were boys. 

The research team found 
that in 1992-93. 12115 primary 
schoolchildren were perma- 
ncnlly excluded from school 
compared lo 37S the year be- 
fore. 

A detailed analysis of three 
local authorities - two London 
boroughs and a county council 
- found that temporary exclu- 
sions, which schools are not 
legally obliged to report, were 
occurring at eight times the rale 
of permanent exclusions. 

If the pattern was repeated 
across the country, 10.000 pri- 
mary schoolchildren could be 
affected. 


Dr Carol Hayden, who head- 
ed what is the biggcst-cver 
study of primary school exclu- 
sions. said that head teachers 
were very aware of the eco- 
nomic consequences of keeping 
disruptive pupils in school. 

She said: “If schools keep dis- 
ruptive pupils, other parents 
can become disgruntled and 
take their children and the 
funds that go with them to oth- 
er schools. 

"Difficult children can also 
make it harder for other stu- 
dents to learn, deterring more 
parents from sending their chil- 
dren to the school. The planned 
introduction of league tables for 
primary schools will exacer- 
bate this problem.” 


The researchers, who were 
funded by the Economic and 
Social Research Council, found 
that SO per cent of (ho exclud- 
ed children were on the 
casebooks of specialist agencies, 
mostly social services. 

A quarter of the childrcn had 
been "stalemenied” by educa- 
tion psychologists for basing 
emotional and behavioural di i- 
ficullics. 

Further examination of the 
family backgrounds of a 
sample of 38 excluded childrcn 
found that 90 per cent came 
from families where the parents 
had divorced or separated, and 
60 per cent from families where 
there was evidence of neglect, 
violence or abuse. 



FOR LOW COST CAR INSURANCE 

THAT’S AS SAFE AS HOUSES, 
CALL 0800 200 370. 












There is a new car insurance service which offers you a high 
level of cover, at a price you can afford, just a phone call away. And 
it’s brought to you by the Halifax, a name trusted by millions. 

Our claims service is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and 
with our comprehensive cover you are guaranteed a courtesy car if 
yours is being repaired. 


It’s well worth calling us for a quote on 0800 200 370 between 
8am and 9pm, Monday to Friday or 9am to 5pm on Saturdays 
(quoting ref. HCIN 01). 

What’s more, you can also enter into a free prize draw to win one 
of three Rover 216Si cars -call into your local Halifax branch and 
pick up a leaflet 
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Get a little extra help. 
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Channel tunnel 
procedure failed 
in earlier fire 


Fires on the railways last year 
soared by nearly 40 per cent, 
and many were started delib- 
erately, it emerged yesterday- 

inadequate removal of litter 
and rubbish was the main cause 
of serious track and Uoeside 
fires, said a Health and Safety 
Executive report on railway 
safety for 1995-96. However, 
arson or vandalism was re- 
sponsible for 1 21 of the 256 fires 
on trains during the period. 

For the first time since 1978 
a train fire resulted in a death, 
when a passenger jumped from 
a blazing train at Maidenhead, 
Berkshire, in September 1995, 
and was struck by a train on an 
adjacent track. 

The total number of railway 
fires in 1995-96 was 425, a 39 per 
cent increase on 1994-95 total. 
The number of train fires was 
only one less than the highest 
recorded in the previous five 
years. The report said acts of ar- 
son or vandalism, although in- 
creasing. were generally dealt 


with by train crews, ensuring 
"that most fires of this type were 
exti ng u i shed at an early stage”. 

A major cable fire at Birm- 
ingham New Street station was 
attributed to the ignition of lit- 
ter “which should not have 
been allowed to accumulate”. 
The report added: “Those re- 
sponsible for the removal of lit- 
ter should be aware of the 
potentially serious conse- 
quences of cost-cutting in this 
essential activity.'' 

Most acts of arson or van- 
dalism occurred in the London 
suburbs and the Home Coun- 
ties. Few culprits were caught, 
the report said. 

Eurotunnel had no set pro- 
cedures to deal with “dense ex- 
haust smoke” which covered 15 
miles of the Channel Tunnel’s 
service tunnel in an incident in 
September last year, the exec- 
utive also disloosed yesterday. 

All train services should have 
been suspended during the in- 
cident, which involved a diesel- 


powered service tunnel vehicle 
which runs on wheels. The ser- 
vice tunnel is the “safe haven” 
into which passengers can be 
evacuated if there is an incident. 
The report wem on: “While the 
smoke was not toxic, all trains 
should have been suspended be- 
cause of the loss of the safe 
haven. Since their rules did not 
cover this eventuality, Euro- 
tunnel continued to operate a 
normal night service.” Euro- 
tunnel had since carried out a 
review and had amended emer- 
gency procedures. 

Vic Coleman, deputy Chief 
Inspecting Officer of Railways 
and a member of the Chancel 
Tunnel safety authority, said that 
with regard to last month’s tun- 
nel fire, the safety authority 
would study further proposals 
from Eurotunnel before being 
able to approve a re-start of 
freight shuttle services. 

Yesterday Eurostar trains 
began running Car shuttle ser- 
vices will re-start next Tuesday. 



Secret life: John Vassal!, blackmailed by the Kremlin over his homosexuality, was jailed in 1962 for passing Admiralty documents to the Russians 


Louise Jury 

John Vassall, one of the KGB’s 
most notorious British spies, has 
died, aged 71. He suffered a 
heart attack outside a London 
Tbbe station and was buried this 
week, in a private service at odds 
with the scandal which sur- 
rounded him in the 1960s. 

He served 10 years in prison 
when his role as a Soviet spy was 
exposed. He had spent eight 


yearn passing secrets to the 
'Russians after one of the most 
bizarre treachery scandals of the 
century shook British counter- 
intelligence toils foundations. 

VassalL who took the name 
John Phillips when he was re- 
leased from prison, was a weak- 
willed gullible homosexual sent 
to Moscow at the height of the 
Cold War as a junior Naval at- 
tache at the British Embassy. 

It was a decision which laier 


baffled government, because 
he became an easy victim of 
classic Kremlin blackmail. He 
was enticed by Russian Secret 
Service agents to a party where 
heavy drinking led to male 
guests stripping and being pho- 
tographed in lewd poses. 

Risking exposure as a pro- 
miscuous homosexual if he 
foiled to cooperate, Vhssall be- 
gan passing secrets in 1954 and 
continued as a spy when he re- 


It's your investment that 



not the suspense. 



turned to London- in 1956 to 
work m Naval Intelligence. 

While the British foiled fra: 
some time to isolate Vbssall as 
die traitor in their midst, they 
eventually realised that this 
humble assistant private secre- 
tary on a salary of £15 a week 
was keeping an expensive flat in 
Westminster and holidaying in 
New York, Capri and Rome. 

At his trial he was accused 
of “selling his cuuntrv for lust 


and greed” and the subsequent 
inquiry showed up British 
intelligence in a most unflat- 
tering light. 

He was jailed for 1 8 ware in 
1962 after admitting four of- 
fences under the Official Seorts 
Act. He wax released in 1972 
and attempted to rebuild lux life 
working for the British Records 
Association, an archivists near 
his home in Sf John's Wood, 
north-west London. 


DAILY POEM 


Episode 

By Zsuzsa Rakovszky 

It's hardly worthwhile tuning eftmw which donr 
Imrii where - in am m case / low V hr topping 
mv hw rtnuid the angles of this dark corridor 
again, seeking a doorknob, wen - 1 >/ waking 
who knows it ito with a creaky fh Htrbnan t MZrv 
take especial notice of a stranger's fiat »wmiwv.'’ 

In the dim gltnv trf the bathroom mint # 
l make out cans of spmys, a dtuihlc rote 
of toothmngs, and as hi the dash < »/ a camcm, 
mysvJf in agitated outline. liespitc this show 
of belonging. I'm out if my element, 
a foreign body lodged in tin alien ev eat. 

no more. Bui even if the postulated soul 
is missing every gesture of the inoek 
sacrament enacted on that preliminary ndl 
of tartan - variations on a common stock 
of ideaSj but so many and so individual - 
in other words the whole neckbreaking ritual 

works with such u fluent passion that the t uned 
heroine can renutin in perpetual mute arrest 
even if it's the hundredth rime and not the first 
when, between deep bhtc sea and /mimpters box. 
she shakes her terrified incredulous Ittchs 
to stare fixedly at the hand across her breast. 


Hungarians treasure their poetry which, due to the isolation 
of their language, has received less recognition than their music 
and is less known in the English-speaking \wvrkj than it deserves, 
writes George Gomori. Zsuzsa Rakovszky is Hungary's lead-; 
mg woman poel, and is one of 35 ports in a new anthotogy of 
Hungarian poetry. The Colonnade of Teeth , published tyJBlood- 
ase. Oxford published her collection Another Life last year, 
translated by George Sziri.es. 

George Gomori is Senior Lecturer in Slavonic Studies. Cambridge 
University. He edited The Colonnade of Teeth with George Suites. 


Give your mum 

HE BEST CARE POSSiiUT. 

After all, 
that’s what she 

GAVE YOU. 



Remember when you were a child,. TtatA ' 
grazed knees. The nightmares. The measles* v 
Who was always there to look after you? MutTU • . 
She always took die best care .if you aim couhlV 
Now- you can do the same for her. 

>ou can find the host possible nursing home 
for your mum, or indeed any elderly relative, 1 ' - ' 
simply by colling BUPA Caret-’, nder. ifie 
Nursing Home Advisory Service. You will ti»Hf 
to sympathetic, experienced mint advisor*- A : 
who trill analyse yum relum e s caw needs and- T TY 
provide you with deu,| s „r BUPA inspect** 7 
and accredited homes. 

Cal! 0645 600 300 ipintiug reference INV.A 
local rate to find out more about this free scrife* TT 
which is open t» everyone, not just ill it* ’& 
members. ; lt : - 




BUPA Ca reFinder 

771 e*tUrangfare l Hk^ WT y lelt 4 cf ^ 
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NHS opens hospital doors to insurance firms 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Labour last night warned that a 

meeting of NHS trust leaders to- 
day to select an insurance com- 
pany for health service pay beds 
will pave the way for turning the 


health service into a “safety 
net" for those too poor to pay 
for care. 

Four insurance companies 
will make bids for the nation- 
wide contract to offer m suranr** 


Swallows’ 
flight 
captured 
in tunnel 
vision 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

It was a most unusual migration. 
A family of young swallows 
travelled south from Britain, 
across Europe and into North 
Africa, by van and by ferry. 

Every now and then, the 
birds would stop, along with the 
BBC Natural History Unit film 
crew accompanying than. Then 
they would fly from one end 
of a 20-foot dear glass tunnel 
to the other many times, with 
a camera) an running along 
beside them. 

It was the best way the BBC 
could And to film the small binds 

a past the scenery they 
I naturally have encoun- 
tered during their 6,000-mfle 
flight from northern Europe to 
southern Africa. 

It is extremely difficult to film 
a swallow in flight because of its 
high speed and tiny size. “We 
didn’t want to use special-effects 
techniques and make it look like 
Superman flying,” said Nigel 
Marvin, producer of a forth- 
coming BBC1 series on animal 
migration. 

So they plumped for the pur- 
pose-built tunnel with curved 
sides so that the cameraman 


for private pay beds in NHS hos- 
pitals to the leaders of 73 hos- 
pital trusts at the offices of the 
Federation of NHS Trusts in the 
Strand hi central London. 

' The Norwich Union is being 
tipped to replace Bupa, the pri- 
vate health insurance specialist, 
which pulled out of providing 
care for NHS pay beds to con- 
centrate on Bupa-hacked private 


Tessa Jowell, Labour's health 
spokespeison,saiditwaspaitof 


a “secret agenda* - by the Gov- 
ernment to switch most patients 
into private health schemes, 
leaving the rest to the NHS. 

That charges strongly denied 
by ministers and the trusts hos- 
pitals. Stephen Dorrell, the Sec- 

raaiy of State for Health, seamed 
an extra £1 45bn far the NHS neat 
year, with a pledge to increase 
spending in real terms every 
year. He rejected in an interview 
with The Independent a plan by 
an adviser. Dr Michael Gold- 


smith, in a paper for the right- 
wing think-tank, the Adam Smith 
Institute, for the NHS to adopt 
a"corecunicathim* , and > *topup" 
insurance schemes to supple- 
ment funding by the taxpayer. 

A spokesman for the feder- 
ation said that Bnpa were go- 
ing to “push their customers 
into their own hospitals -dear- 
ly that is a situation that the 
trusts who are losing that in- 
come could not ignore”. 

The federation looked at al- 


ternative providers of insur- 
ance "to encourage a continu- 
ing income stream”, said the 
spokesman. “When Bupa an- 
nounced they were going to 
pull out, we were inundated with 
people who said they had been 
treated in private hospitals and 
wanted the full back up of NHS 
hospitals. 

"Pay beds contribute a sig- 
nificant amount to the NHS 
which goes to the benefit of the 
overwhelming majority of NHS 


patients. We want that income 
to go back into the NHS.” 

Labour has dropped its 
threats to abolish pay beds, but 
Ms iowell said the meeting 
would secure a contract for an 
insurance company in NHS 
hospitals. She said patients 
would be offered a choice be- 
tween treatment in private 
wards under the hospital’s pri- 
vate insurance scheme, or in 
NHS wards. 

Ms J owe 11 said it was differ- 


■Xi 


eat from the arrangement under 
which Bupa was one of sev eral 
companies offering private in- 
surance for patients using NHS 
pay beds. By linking themselves 
to a dedicated insurer, she fears 
that the hospitals will promote 
their insurance schemes. 

“We see this as the Govern- 
ment’s hidden agenda for the 
NHS. They want it to switch into 
an insurance-based system par- 
ticularly for elective surgery.” 

The trusts have assured her 


they will not be promoting one 
company’s private insurance 
schemed but she has written to 
Mr Dorrell. protesting at the 
scheme. “The Government are 
fond of protesting their support 
for the NHS hut are turning a 
blind eye to this deal. 

“Th£» is because it fits per- 
fectly with their plans to make 
the NHS an insurance -based 
privatised service with a safety 
net for those who cannot afford 
toopt into the private scheme." 
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Flight of Its life: A BBC cameraman filming a swallow flying through a glass tunnel 
against an artificial wind m a simulation of the bird’s 6,000-mile migration to South 
Africa. The film, A Swallow's Odyssey, mil be broadcast in January Photographs: BBC 








ft®* -W* v pi" 


would not be reflected m the 
transparent plastic. The swal- 
lows were trained to fly along 
it into a headwind created by 
a fan, making for some food at 
the far end. 

“Even sa ft was very difficult 
to follow them down the tun- 
nel,” said Mr Marvin. ‘Tor 
every 200 minutes filmed we 
could only use one, which we 
think is a record." 

The filming of the swallows 


against various landscapes 
in France, Spain. Gibraltar 
and North Africa took several 
weeks and cost several hundred 
thousand pounds, but the BBC 
will recoup the money in foreign 
sales. 

The baby birds became avail 
able when they were orphaned. 
At the end of the fitmrng they 
were released in Morocco to 
continue then journey south un- 
der their own steam. 


It takes a swallow three to 


four months to fly from Britain 
to sub-Saharan Africa. They 
usually fly about 100 miles a day 
when it is light, always roost at 
night, and sometimes stop for 
a few days en mule. 

The average lifespan is three 
years, with very high mortality 
among the young birds making 
their first journey south 
and back north again for the 
next summer. 
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Victims of Abuse: The Independent Christmas appeal looks at the NSPCC team that roots out the wrongdoers 

Paedophiles are not 
men in dirty raincoats. 

They are clever people 
who naive children trust 


Glenda Cooper 


Running a bookstall on a local 
market, lan Paste] came into 
contact with a lot of people. He 
was seen as being always will- 
ing to help someone out of fi- 
nancial difficulty or to visit 
anyoae in trouble. 

hut the people he befriend- 
ed always had children. They, 
seeing him as a family friend, 
would visit his stall after school. 

Then in December 1994 the 
spell broke. Alice, 13, told the po- 
lice that when she had stayed at 
Pastel's fiat one night after run- 
ning away from borne he offered 
her alcohol, masturbated himself 
and indecently assaulted her. 
Pastel denied the accusation 
and no charge was brought. 

Six months later social ser- 
vices beard that Pastel had 
been taking pictures of children 
who had visited the stalL The 
council called in the London In- 
vestigation learn run by the Na- 
tional Society for the Protection 
of Children to co-ordinate and 
conduct an inquiry for them. 

The team was set up two and 
half years ago to help protea 
children from organised sexual 
abuse. In the last year they have 
seen 104 children and conduct- 
ed eight investigations, of which 
three ended in prosecutions and 
convictions: one man has fled 
abroad and has yet to be brought 
to trial, in another there was not 
enough evidence to charge and 
three are continuing. 

The team comprises a man- 
ager, four social workers and ad- 
ministration staff. “Child 
protection agencies were main- 
ly focusing on abuse in families," 
Maureen Carson, the team man- 
ager, said “We were set up to do- 
something different We were 
concerned that people were not 
recognising the organised abuse 
of large numbers of children." 

Each case involves careful 


planning, in conjunction with so- 
cial workers and the police. All 
relevant information is gath- 
ered, a strategy mapped out 
and interviews conducted with 
the children and their parents. 
The team also ensures that help 
and support is available to the 
families and sets up independent 
witness support for children re- 
quired to give evidence in court. 

The image of a paedophile as 
a man in a grubby raincoat is, 
one of the team says, simply not 
true. “They tend to be ex- 
tremely well resourced,” Ms 
Carson agreed. “They can iden- 
tify vulnerable members of the 
community. They can be in- 
credibly articulate, well re- 
spected, educated and leading 
a busy professional life. They 
work out what activities cintdren 
are interested in and use them 
to engage their attention. They 
have used things like the In- 
ternet, video games, camping 
trips - anything children enjoy.’' 

Children told the team how 


they trusted Pastel when he took 
pictures of them because he was 
a “friend” of the family. He 
asked several children to take 
part in making videos, telling 
one girl he would pay her £150 
if she did. 

The investigation team has 
uncovered cases where pae- 
dophiles have worked by them- 
selves, and where they have 
worked together. They have 
traced contacts abroad and net- 
works in London. In Pastel's 
case children revealed that be 
was working with another man 
at the market, Jeremy Smith. At 
Smith’s house the police found 
child pornography and evidence 
linking hhn to another man, 
Ralph Tail, who lived in Gibral- 
tar. His home was also searched 
and more child pornography was 
found, some provided by Smith. 

Even when children have in- 
dicated that they are being 
abused, getting them to talk can 
be a long and painful process. 
The NSPCC team and social 
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workers encourage them to 
speak about their experiences 
using fuzzy felt, small dollsand 
a jigsaw “body puzzle”, and they 
provide them with therapy and 
counselling afterwards. 

Social workers have to listen 
to tales where children have been 
encouraged to “recruit” friends 
or led on to abuse other children. 

Tt is something that we all -and 
we are all social workers -find 
distressing, say when yon hear 
about serious forms of abuse that 
you have not heard oft before.” 

Ms Carson said. 

“Sometimes we meet : 
children who have been ; 
for a year or more. Then when 
they teD you their stay, you find 
out that two or three more chil- 
dren are involved. What must 
it feel like for the parents to 
have to bear this? what if it is 
someone they’ve allowed to be 
alone with their child?” 

She believes that the London 
Investigation Team's work is 
necessary to stop the repeated 
abuse of children. It is calculated 
that on average an abuser will 
have attempted or committed 
238 offences before be is 
caughL “Our aim is to protea 
children ar.a for that we need 
to get convictions. We need to 
stop paedophiles abusing oth- 
er children. We need to stop 
children suffering." she said. 

Even a successful investiga- 
tion can leave the team feeling 
frustrated. Ian Pastel was even- 
tually brought to trial after 30 
children bad been identified 
from photographs and inter- 
viewed. Last March he was sen- 
tenced to just 12 months in jail 
for an act of gross indecency. 

MAU names and some details of 
cases have been changed 

Anyone concerned about a 
child's welfare can contact the 
NSPCC child protection helpline 

anytime free on 0800 800 500. ‘Family friends’ can betray trust. The picture was posed by a model Photograph: NSPCC 


Union at 
Ford 
in row on 
racism 

Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 

The row over recruitment pro- 
cedures for Ford truck drivers 
reached a new intensity yester- 
day as a unkm was accused oi 
“compromising with racism". 

In his most outspoken re- 
marks yet. Bill Moms, general 
secretary of the Transport and 
General Wipers’ Union., al- 
leged that a rival TUC-affiliate 
was “more compliant" oo issues 
of racial discrimination. . 

Mr Morris will urge in TUC- 
sponsored talks that the United 
Road Transport Union (Urtu) 
should withdraw its offer of 
membership to theT&GUrivere 
who are living to preserve a se» 

leciion syaem which aUcgevSy dis- 
criminates aguina black people. 

A spokesman for Urtu said 
vesterday: “Everything the 
T&G says about i he issue « a 
pack of unsubstantiated Ed.” 
He said there was no eyidace 
to support the assertions of 
the transport workers’ union. 
Urtu had a tong record of ap- 
posing discrimination. 

At the bdicst of the T&G 
leader, the TUC general sec* 
relaty, John Monks, is hoki&lg 
meetings with representatives 
from both unions in an attempt 
to resolve thedisputc. Mr Mor- 
ris will also meet Rini m a na gers 
to try to persuade the compa- 
ny to change the procedures, 

‘ The 30U drivers, basedin Da- . 
genham. Essex, have sought to 
leave the T&G foliowing its 
fight to change the recruiunmt . 
system. The transport workers' 
union is backing seven Made 
members at industrial tribunals 
in January. The seven allege that 
the selection procedures are in- 
herently racist. While between 
4U and 45 per cent of production 
workers at Dagenham are of eth- 
nic minority origin, only 2 per 
cent of the drivers are Mack. 

Thick fleet supervisors lest 
the aptitude of applicants for 
the much-sought after f30jKXL 
a-year jobs with minimal input 
from senior management. It is 
alleged that the jobs arc often 
passed down from father to son. 

The tony drivers deliver parts 
throughout western Europe 
and because stories are kept tow 
a strike by track fleet personnel 
would brihjjmost Ford factories 
to a halt within days. 
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First Telecom offers international and national 
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One call rrom your existing touch tone phone 
links you to the world's largest 
and most dependable fibre optic network. 

There are no connection fees or line rental charges. 
And if you switch to First Telecom by 8 December 1996, 
vve'll give you £10 worth of calls 
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FIRST TELECOM 
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giving a 

bank credit. 


a My partner and 1 would recommend TSB as a bank 
providing all die facilities we require in a friendly, efficient and 
personal manner. 30 

MrNumphrajr, Pitmr, Humphrey A M ol un ou d SoflcAon. 

“7 find the Bank's approach to be positive and constructive 
and l would have no hesitation in recommending TSB to any 
other, business looking, for a professional banking facility but 
with the personal touch” 


'■orth, SSV 


* Co. 


“During our growth we have been able to negotiate 
favourable loan arrangements and benefit from sound advice 
from a very professional and friendly team at TSB , Town Hall 
Square , Leicester.” 


To be put in contact with a TSB Business Banking Manager 
telephone 0345 668 668. 
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Passport 

fiasco 


stirs fear 


in HK 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


The British passport scheme, 
which was designed to provide 
reassurance to Hong Kong’s 
key people, is turning into a 
nightmare of uncertainty fol- 
lowing conflicting statements 
from the Foreign Office. 

The brewing crisis of confi- 
dence led the Governor, Chris 
Patten, to convene a speda] ses- 
sion of the legislature yesterday 
to tiy and calm fears. 

Furiously backpedaffingto re- 
inject confidence in the scheme, 
Mr Patten told legislators that 
‘‘the British government takes 
seriously its responsibility to all 
British nationals in Hong Kong, 
irresp e cti v e of how their British 
nati onali ty was obtained and of 

whether they hold British 
nationality”. 

On Tuesday, Francis Cor- 
nish, the senior British diplomat 
in the colony, suggested that as 
the Chinese government re- 
garded holders of British pass- 
ports, granted under the 
scheme, as Chinese nationals, 
Britain would not be able to fur- 
nish consular protection. 

The immediate furore gen- 
erated by his remarks led the 
Hong Kong government to seek 
prompt action by the Foreign 
Office to give a public assurance 
that all holders of British pass- 
ports would be given equal 
treatment. 

Mr Patten went further yes- 
terday, rfahnfng that “Br itain will 

not sit idly by if British Nation- 
als are in trouble”. He reiterated 
the Foreign Office assurance 
that it was “for the British 
government, and tire British 
government alone, to determine 
whether or not an individual 
holds British nationality”. 

While be was speaking in 
Hong Kong, the Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesman in Petting 
was insisting that China did not 
recognise tire British nationality 


scheme and that, as far as 
Peking was concerned, those 
holding passports gained 
through the scheme would be 
treated as Chinese nationals. 

This pointed statement made 
Mr Patten’s task more difficult 
and he received a sceptical 
hearing from the legislators, 
some of whom accused Britain 
of issuing "second-class pass- 
ports” to Hong Kong people. 

Local media coverage of the 
fiasco has been near universally 
hostile, with most newspapers 
regarding Britain’s response to 
uncertainty over the status of its 
passports as another indica- 
tion of British duplicity. 

The British Nationality Sel- 
ection Scheme, devised in the af- 
termath of tire 1989 Tiananmen 
Square massacre, was supposed 
to be a way of anchoring key job- 
holders in the colony by offer- 
ing them the right to British 
dtmmfihip as a sort of insurance 
policy if things became intoler- 
able after the Chinese takeover. 

The scheme was devised for 
50,000 heads of household and 
their families. As a result, some 
135,000people have become el- 
igible for British passports. 
Their names are supposed to be 
a dosehr guarded secret, so 
that such passport holders wiD 
not face reprisals by China. 

However, there are fears that 
serious leaks have occurred 
While the row over consular 
protection is under way, legis- 
lators are investigating the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the 
sudden departure of Lawrence 
Leung, the head of the Immi- 
gration Department There 
have been suggestions that this 
is linked to Inks of information 
to China 

The passport scheme. Hong 
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would in the last resort allow 
them to escape the dutches of 
a repressive Chinese regime. 
That understanding is now very 
much in donbt 


Three ages of China: Qing Chenq Yanqui (above), a famous performer at the Chinese 
opera during the 1920s and 1930s. The opera remained popular after the. revolu- 
tion, which erupted in 1911 and swept away the extreme poverty peasants endured 
in cities like Shanghai, (right). By the 1950s, after civil war and partition, China had 
embraced Commuism under Mao Zedong and projected youth as the nation’s driving 
force (top right) Photographs: Auguste Francois/The Chinese Center/. (Endeavour Group UK) 
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THE LAST 
OAKS OF 




For centuries, the 
oak has been held 
to symbolise our 
supposed national 
virtues. Now it’s 
under threat from 
red tape and 
foreign competition. 
Thomas Fakenham 
laments 


Hie Costume Institute Ban (right) is the social high- 
light of the US fashion year. It’s also focus of some 
ferocious soda! rivalries. lies! SdiflRngrr reports 


Plus: Blake Morrison on RS Thomas, Ken 
Loach’s Liverpool, Michael Bateman's Christmas 
secrets, and Helen Fielding’s tackiest night out 


and in real life 
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Buy the Family Macintosh today and claim the Apple Magic Collection Vol.2 by 
Disney Interactive free. Plus save 50% off an Apple Colour StyMlriter 1500! 


LONDON 

Albion Computers 
53-55 Mortimer Sc, London 
WIN7TD 
0171 651 5305 

Apple at Harrods 
Harrods (3rd floor), 

87-135 SEwnjMon ^London 
SW1X7XL " 1 ’ 

0171 730 1234: V • 

Babel Systems 

7 Goldhawk Mews r London 

W1Z8PA 

01817498222 

Chro masonic Computer 
Centre 

Chromosome House, 

2 The Crest Hendon, London 

NW42HW 

01812038989 

Gasteiner Technologies 

18-22 Sterling Way, Edmonton. 
London NI8 2YZ 
01813456000 

Micro Aurika 

13 Chenies St, London 
WC1E7ET 
0171636 2547 

MicroBent 

St. Marks Studios. 

Chillingworth Rd, London 
NT8QJ 

Ori 700+848 

PM Systems 

782 Garran Lane, London 

SW170LZ 

0181 672 1241 

System Solutions 
The Desktop Centre, 
p-19 Btoekwater St, 

London SE22 SRS 

111816^33355 

Tasha Computers 
120 Chiswick High Rd, 
Chiswick. London W41PU 
01S1 994 7424 

las ha Computers 
290 Kensington High St, 
London W14 8NZ 
0no02 9+t4 


Trams 

47-51 Gillingham St, 

London SW1V1HS 
01715441300 

SOUTHEAST 

1st temptation Computers 

29/30 Hiding, St, Canterbury 
01227 764455 " ... 

AlMXAmpumf?*" * ** 
"24 Lower Bridge S,'Canierbiffy’ 
01227450200 \*V . 

ApplePoint Thames Valley 
1 Mackenzie St, High St, Slough 
01753518866 

CIC Software 

26 High St, Wersthara, RedhiH 
01737 644829 

Clocktower 

Stonford Rd, little Hadham 
01279 771038 

Computer Sense 
Grovelands Business Centre, 
Boundary Way, 

Hemel Hempstead 
01442 2S2555 

Datacore Consultants 
319a Broomfield Rd, Chelmsford 
01245261578 

GDN Associates 
23 Manor Rd, Hasting 
01424714110 • 

Express Graphics Systems 
Unit 14, Pelham Court 
Business Centre, Crawley' 

01293 416416 

Flame 

12 Kings Park, Primrose Hill 
Kings Langley 
01923 270171 

Hussey & Greaves 
94 Hutton Rd, Shenfield, 
Brentwood 
01277226262 

Network Computer 
Consultants 

Famcombe House, 

16 Market St, Lewes 
01273487702 

ME Electronics 
4 Weighbridge Row. 

Cardiff Rd, Reading 
01734 500551 


Network Professional 
1 10 Queens Rd, Brighton 
01273 748083 

Performance Direct 
. Kingfisher House, 

• 160-162 High St, Egbam 

01784477088 ....... . 

• •>-.•. -i'.’.'A" ■ >:’• i* 

^$tantionsJfocgrpQrared. 
> Z00 PcfrtiantfRd, Hove ‘ 
:>'(fr273 203323 w •' '. 

. SKS Systems 
Unit 1 Bdvue Business Centre, 

• Belvue Rd, Northolt 
0181 841 1800 

Thames l&Bey Systems 

1 Southern Court, South St, 

Reading 

01189581829 

The Mac Express 
10 Lawrence Rd, Wst Wickham 
0181462 5626 

Universal Advanced 
■technology 

URswarer Crescent Industrial 
Estate, Maripir Lane, COulsdon 
0181 763 5000 

Viewdata Computing 
Central House, 124 High St, 
Hampton Hill 
01819433922 

SOUTH 

Island Computer Systems 
41 HorsebridgeHill, 

Parkhurst Isle of Wight 
01983 821717 

Lan-U-Iike 

12a Sandleheaih Industrial 
Estate. Old Brickyard Rd, 
Sandleheath. Fordingbrldge 
01425657905 

The Music Corporation 
The Market Place, Ringwood 
. 01425 4700(P 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 

Guernsey Computers 
33 Commercial Arcade, 

St. Peter Port 
01481 728738 

EASTANGUA 
AppIeCentre Cambridge 
Unit 5, Clifton Court, Cambridge 
01223 247111 


Electronics for Publishing 
Suite 2. The Old Church, 

Sl Matthews Sd, Norwich ; . ■. 
01603 767524 - 

Hussey & Knights 

Graphics House, 60 Babel &, 

Norwich 

01603 76100 

Peterborougb Computer 
Systems 

5 Milnyard Square, Bakendl Rd, 
Orton Southgate, Peterborough 
01733 370606 

SOUTH WEST 
AM Micro Distribution 
Roman Court, 

48 New North Rd, Exeter 
01392426473 

Computer Capability 

14 Oakrree Place, Matford 
01392207620 

UP &TS Publishing 

14 Camelot Court, Somerton 
01458274528 

tentra Computers 
48 Kensington Park Rd, Bristol 
01179 724708 

Ikvy Typesetting 
42 Brook St, Tkvistock 
01822615007 

Servo Computer Services 
6Manaton Court, 

Manaton Close, 

Matford Business Park, Exeter 
01392201300 

Western Computers 
Victoria House, Temple Gate, 
Bristol 

01179225661 
MIDLANDS 
Adams Computers 

High St, Sutton Qoldfidd 
0121 3549222 

Bedford Computers 
31*33 Tavistock St, Bedford 
01234271113 

C J Graphic Supplies 
90 Newtown Row, Birmingham 
.0121 3333448 

Cdtip Computers 
Lower Mai St, Kidderminster 
01562 822222 


KRCS 

Queens Court, Lenton Lane, 

Nottingham 

0115.9505352 

Leicester Computer 
Services 

•ljartora St, Leicester 
01162556268 • 

PCM technologies 
Midland House, 

3rd Floor, New Rd, Halesowen 
0121 5850191 

Sidwril technology 
48 Dorridge Rd, Domdge, 
Solihull 
015647*5775 

Tide Associates 
18 Chester Rd North, 

Sutton Coldfield 
0121 3537625 

WALES 

Blaenachddu Computer 
Centre 

Capel lwan. Newcastle Emlyn, 

Carmarthenshire 

01559371219 

Copystat (Cardiff) 

Norbury Rd, Fairwatec, Cardiff 
01222 566133 

Hi-MachUK 
The Church House, 
Hawkesbury Rd. Buckley 
012+4549563 

MacWestem 

Longcross Court, 

47 Newport Rd. Cardiff 
01222 465656 

Italian Print Technologies 

The Media Centre, ' 

Ivor House. Bridge St, Cardiff 
01222 222555 

NORTHERN IRELAND 
CEM Computers 

CEM House. 

Victoria Business Park. 

West Bank Rd, BeJlhst 
01232 556677 

Office Overload 
24 William St, Dungannon 
01868727323 


Firebird 

Unit 67 Enterprise House. 
Balloo Avenue. Ballon 
Industrial Estate, Bangor 
01247274141 

NORTH 
ABC Mkrocare 
99 High St. Gosfonh, 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
0191 2131212 

AppkCentre Warrington 
Gemini Business Park, 

244 Europa BouIevartL 
Wbstbrook, Warrington 
01925444499 

Direct Memory 
98 Grosvenor St. All Saints. 
Manchester 
0161 2744404 

FH Brown 

Mary St. Manchester 
0161 6611000 

FH Brown 

EImftircf Lane. Dod worth. 

Barnsley 

01226 " ! 771 1 1 

FH Brown 

Farrington Rd, Burnley 
01282 830000 

Hi-Tec Computer Services 
Cliffe House, Prospect Rd. 
Bradford 
01274 6263^9 

Holdens Computer 
Services 

The Mansions, Chapel Lane. 
Longton, Preston 
01772615512 

Jennings Computer 
Services 

133 Victoria Rd. Scarborough 
0172337419b 

LCS (North West) 

Orchard House. Castle Garth. 

Kendal 

01539 7 41T7 

Newcastle Computer 
Services 

Beiville House, Pontehnd. 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
01661 803000 


RV Business Services 
10 Handhom Way. 
PouJton-le-Fylde 
01253899144 

Resolution 

Unit 7 Rotiier Court. 

Barboi Industrial Estate. 
Rotherham 
01709 523353 

Semaphore Design (Systems) 

Progress House. 

22 Pilgrims St, Liverpool 
0151 '0S7101 

The Apple Studio 

Castlegaie Quay. 

Stockton on Sea 
01642 679000 

Tomorrow's World 
25-33 Paragon St, Hull 
01482 324887 

SCOTLAND & THE 
ISLES 

AppIeCentre Dundee 

Suite 3. Grianan Building, 
Dundee Technical Pxrk. 
Dundee 
01382561110 
AppIeCentre Edinburgh 
H16 Hohiuod Rd. Edinburgh 
0131 5“5995 
AppIeCentre Scotsys 
Righead Industrial Park. 

BdLshifl. Strathclyde 
01698846001 

CMYK Digital Solutions 
42 -h Swan field. 

Bonnington Rd. Edinbuigh 
01315 555252 

Carpe Diem Solutions 

Unit 2. 

The ftm Dundas Business Park, 
100 Barron St. Glasgow 
(U-113339901 

Inverness Mac Shop 

44 Swanson Avenue. Inverness 
01463 221770 

PP Systems 

Tempfcmdshaw. Sam, tttuchlme 
01290^51543 

The Computer Shop 

169 Commercial St. 

Lerwick. Shetland 
01595 694 "44 


MAIL ORDER OUTLETS 
Camelot 

Unit 2, 1U William Rd. 

London NW1 3EN 
on 383 -T 

Computer Wirebouse 

9 Hanon St, London NTS 8PR 
0ri“24 4l(H 

Dabs Direct 
Direct House. 

30 Wingates Industrial Park. 
West Houghton. Bolton 
OROObSOfKN 

Gordon Harwood 
Computers 

New St. All'retnn 
01 3 B367B1 

Jigsaw Systems 
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Britain gets tough on Bosnian war 
crimes. . . and sends one detective 


Christopher Bellamy 
Defence Correspondent 
Stave Crawshaw 

Its leaders had boasted that they 
would take tough action to crack 
down on the war criminals in for- 
mer Yugoslavia. And yesterday the 
West showed what it meant by get- 
ting serious. 

In Britain's case, one one extra 
detective will be sent to join the In- 
ternational War Crimes Tribunal in 
The Hague. That was the dwa l 
agreed at the international con- 
ference on Bosnia which ended in 
London yesterday. 

Britain will also send up to 30 po- 
lice officers to join the International 
Police Task Force flPTF) in Bosnia 
itself, but their role is only to in- 
vestigate war crimes and other 
abuses committed by local police. 

The Foreign Secretary, Malcolm 
Rifkind, described the two-day 
conference as “successful", stress- 
ing that in the year since the last 
London conference, no one in 
Bosnia had been killed as a direct 
result of hostilities. But even he ad- 
mitted there were still a ny where 
there had been “a depressing i««jc 
of progress". 

In past years, British official as- 
sessments have been notable for 
their casual optimism: at the time 
of a dead-end London conference 
on Yugoslavia in 1992, British of- 
ficials proclaimed a “diplomatic tri- 
umph" because, allegedly, 
Slobodan Milosevic, the Serbian 
President, and the Bosnian Serbs 


found themselves under such in- 
ternational pressure. In reality, the 
Bos ni an war was only beginning. 

Speaking beside Carl Bildt, the 
High Representative responsible for 
the helping to rebuild the Bosnian 
economy and putting a Western- 
style democracy in place, Mr 
Riflrin d stressed practical mea- 
sures to “kick start" the transfor- 
mation of Bosnia. Tb ensure they 
happen, the 41-page document is- 
sued yesterday afternoon is re- 
plete with “conditionality” - 
denying aid to what are now known 
as the "authorities” in Bosnia, 
rather than the “former waning fac- 
tions” - unless they f ulfil the un- 
dertakings they have made. 

This represented a significant 


change from the position over the 
last year when it was almost auto- 
matically assumed that the in- 
ternational community would 
provide support and funds to re- 
build Bosnia after three- an d-a -half 
years of being torn apart Baroness 
Chalk er. Minister for Overseas 
Development said $L9bn (£1 - 2 bn) 
had been pledged of which 5350m 
had been sprat, but further funds 
win be conditional on increased lo- 
cal co-operation. She rngfemri. how- 
ever, that “conditionality is not 
blackmail". 

The events in neighbouring Ser- 
bia were not on the conference 
agenda but both Mr Rifkind and Mr 
BiJdt said they were very concerned 
and had let it be known to the For- 


eign Minister of Yugoslavia (Serbia 
and Montenegro), Milan MDiiti- 
novic, that drarwanied a halt to the 
repression or apposition parties 
and the media. Mr Mflutinovk had 
told Mr Bildt that the independent 
radio station B92, recently closed 
down, would soon be back on the 
air. “That is good but we need, to 
see it, or should I say hear it before 
we believe it," Mr BiWt said. 

-• The conference agreed to 'in- 
crease pressure on the authorities 
m Bosnia and Herzegovina and oth- 
er neighbouring states to co-oper- 
ate filly with the war crimes 
tribunal in the Hague and to pro- 
vide “additional resources to en- 
hance information sharing and 
increase information gathering”. 


The final report continued: “The 
_ provision of economic reconstruc- 
tion assistance is closely linked to 
- co-operation in this area. The au- 
thorities in Bosnia and Herzegov- 
ina are reminded that their 
o bli g ati ons under international law 
take precedence over ary pio v isious 

. in their local nr nafippa] jpgwlatirm ** 

Mr Rifldnd said he would be 
“wiy tfissatisfied" if Ratfco Mladic 
and Radovan Karadzic were not 
brought to justice in the next year. 

, Until now. Western governments 
have shown little inclination to lay 



Serbs roar 
for velvet 
revolution 


Rogues' gallery: Slobodan Milosevic, Ratko Mladic and Radovan Karadzic. Malcolm Rifkind 
said he would be dissatisfied if the latter two were not brought to justice in the next year 


the best efforts of the war crimes 
tribunal in the Hague. But Mr 
B3dt insisted that the peace im- 
pfe ment ation force, I-For, which be- 
comes the . stabilising force 
S-For on IS) December, could ar- 
rest indicted war criminals in future. 

Senior Nato officers said yester- 
day that if the tribunal or the local 
authorities let them know what they 
wanted in. detail, they would help. 
Hqwew^ as one offiOT said, “sol- 
die r s are not good policemen”. 

All parties agreed to re-establish 
an integrated telephone system. It 
is currently impossible to call Rale 
in the Serb half erf Bosnia from 
Sarajevo in the Musfim-Croat area. 
They also agreed a single system of 
car number plates. At present ail 
three former waning factions have 
distinctive plates, which identifies 
a vehicle's origin and inhibits free- 
dom of movement There is to be 
integrated air space and a Bosnia- 
wide system of buses and railways. 
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gun outside Sarajevo In the arms reduction the Dayton peace accord 
demanded of all armies hi the former Yugoslavia Photottaoh: Reutera 


Tony Barber 

Belgrade 

Roars of “Vuk, vuk, vuk” 
boomed around central Bel- 
grade as Vuk Draskovic, his long 
black hair and beard flecked 
with snow, moved forward to 
address the 60,000 demonstra- 
tors. “Can we do it like the 
Czechs?" he asked, referring to 
the peaceful overthrow of Com- 
munism in Prague in 1989. 
“Yes!" they cried. “Shall we?" 
he demanded. “W? shall!" came 
back the thunderous response. 

Denouncing President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic as “lo- 
poglavnik" (the chief robber), 
he burst into a passage of pas- 
sionate, flowing oratoiy. “That 
master of judicial terrorism, 
that head of thievery of electoral 
will of the people, is for us no 
longer president, he is the chief 
robber, the master of thieves." 

Mr Draskovic’s Messiah-like 
features make him easily the 
most identifiable of the three in- 
tellectuals who have orches- 
trated 18 days of protests in 
Belgrade, the biggest challenge 
to Mr Milosevic in his nine years 
of nationalist, neo-communist 
rule. The authorities yesterday 
made some minor concessions, 
promising extra cash for stu- 
dents, payment of delayed pen- 
sions and cheaper electricity. 

Mr Draskovic, leader of the 
Serbian Renewal Movement, 
was once a staunch Serbian na- 
tionalist. advocating the uni fy of 
all Serbs in former Yugoslavia 
with a fierce conviction which 
paralleled that of Mr Milosevic. 

A lawyer and novelist, he swears 
now that he would adhere to Eu- 
ropean standards of democra- 
cy and, if in power, would 


support the Dayton peace set 
dement for Bosnia - a vital is- 
sue for Western governments. 

Mr Draskovic was a central 
figure in the protests in 1991 
which Mr Milosevic crushed 
with tanks. He has suffered im- 
prisonment. Yet he insists that 
the campaign must remain 
peaceful: “W: want to defeat his 
lies with truth, his hatred with 
love and his bombs with eggs. 

The second opposition 
leader is Zoran Djindjic, head 
of the Democratic Party, who 
shares a Serbian nationalist 
background with Mr Draskovic, 
but otherwise could not be 
more different with his short, 
grey hair and plain suits. A 
philosopher by training, his 
speeches lack the lashing, 
crowd-stirring rhetoric of Mr 
Draskovic. He has tried to or- 
ganise trade union protests in 
support of the opposition. 

The third leader, Vesna Ffesic, 
who is chairman of the Qvic Al- 
liance of Serbia, is a sociologist 
and describes herself as “a nec- 
essary intermediary between 
the^two men who surround 
me". She was the most explicit 
of the trio in opposing the 
1991-95 wars in former Yu- 
goslavia, which she says enabled 
Mr Milosevic to deflect de 
mands for democracy by creat 
ing “national confusion". 

All three leaders are mem- 
bers of the Serbian parliament, 
but their coalition movement, 
Zajedno (Together), would al- 
most certainly fall apart if they 
ousted Mr Milosevic. However, 
the more immediate question is 
whether the opposition has the 
strength and acumen to bring 
down the still powerful “chief 
robber”. 
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Gay marriages 
set to go Dutch 


The Hague (AP) — fa a sig- 
nificant step towards recognis- 
ing gay marriages, the Dutch 
government plans to give same- 
sex couples almost identical 
rights to married people, a 
spokeswoman said yesterday. 

A proposed new law will al- 
low homosexual couples to reg- 
ister their relationship with 
their local municipalitv in a 
legally binding process, Lhe jus- 
tice minis uy said. The only ma- 
jor difference is that the 
registered same-sex couples 
will not be allowed to adopt chil- 
dren, as the arrangement is 
still being referred to as a “reg- 
istration and not a marriage. 

A justice spokesman insisted 
that “there is not verv much dif- 
ference" between the proposed 
system and a traditional mar- 
nage, and said the government 
is looking into recognition of 
same-sex marriages. 

The proposal has broad 
backing in parliament and is ex- 
pected to become law in Janu- 
ary 1998. But a prominent gay 
organisation says it will not 


stop campaigning until they 
gam the right to adoption. 

“So what you should do if you 
want to adopt a child is lie about 
your relationship. Ii is ridicu- 
fou& Sjoerd Beumer, of the 
Dutch Federation for the Inte- 
grmion of Homosexuality, said. 

Registration wifi, however, 
give the couple the same pen- 
sion, social security and inheri- 
tance rights as a married couple 
and it wifi enforce alimony pay- 
ments if a couple splits. 

Many gay couples already 
sign “partnership contracts" 
which include similar righ ts to 
those in the government's pro- 
posal, but those contracts do not 
carry the weight of law. 

On Tiesday, a judge in Hon- 
olulu ordered Hawaii to begin 
issuing gay couples with mar- 
riage hcences - the first such rul- 
ing by a judge in the United 
Slates. However, President Bill 
Ctinioa has signed a law that says 
the federal government will not 
recognise gay marriages, and 
which allows states to refuse to 
recognise such unions. 
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Cutting throats to create a Muslim state 
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' A smartly dressed man 
discusses a secret war 
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Algiers — He was young, well 
dressed, an expensive leather 
jacket over his shoulders. I had 
already received a telephone 
tall from the Algerian opposi- 
tion in Europe but never ex- 
pected a representative of 
Algeria’s ‘‘Islamist’' guerrilla 

fens to turn up in my hotel with 

its heavy security guard, its 
armed cops in the front hall, its 
militiamen at the gates. 

■'"Youcan call me Abu Mo- 
named." the voung man said as 
we sat on the terrace of the old 
AI-Djezair, the palm trees dip- 
ping m the wind behind us. And 
so it was that for more than two 
hours, he opened the door of 
Algeria’s secret war - to the 
splits in the Islamic Armed 
Group (GIA). the new unity of 
die guerrilla armies, the killin g 
of journalists, the throat-cutting 
of government informers, even 
the betrayal of a government 
security agent by his own wife. 

Openly acknowledging his 
membership of the military 
wing of the Islamic Salvation 
Front {FIS) whose certain vic- 
tory at the 1992 was annulled by 
the military-backed Algerian 
regime - the sequence of events 
that set off a war which has cost 
at least 60.000 lives - “Abu 
Mohamed" stated categorical- 
ly that the two militant Muslim 
groups in Algeria, the GIA and 


INSIDE ALGERIA 


E- ! Robert Fisk 


his own Islamic Salvation Army 
(AIS), bad united after months 
of internecine war. “The two 
met first in June, then in July 
and both sides argued about us- 
ing their own titles,** hesakL “1 
was the mediator at the third 
meeting at Chief at the begin- 

‘If a journalist 
can’t tell the 
truth he must 
stop work. If he 
doesn’t stop 
he must die’ 


rung of October. Two of our 
leaders. Sheikh Ahmed Be- 
naicha, the AIS leader in the 
west, and Madani Mirag, our 
leader in eastern Algeria, were 
there. They decided at this last 
meeting that they must strike 
together." 

Abu Mohamed claimed, 
however, that the GIA, blamed 


for the most ferocious acts of 
the war. had been deeply infil- 
trated by the Algerian military 
intelligence service. He alleged 
that the worst atrocities of the 
war, including the massacre of 
women and children in moun- 
tain villages, were carried out at 
the instigation of government 
agents. There was no doubting 
the rulhlessness of his words. 

When I asked him why the 
Muslim groups cut the throats 
of their enemies, be replied: 
“It's the best way to become 
closer to God, the best way to 
kill a laghout [enemy of God]. 
If you have someone who is ca- 
pable of killing five-year-old 
children, what do you do with 
him? Kfll him with bullets? 
Bullets are predous to us - they 
are veiy expensive. Take a 9mm 
Kalashnikov] bullet - it’s as if 
you are throwing it away. Any- 
one who tried to destroy Islam, 
to destroy the Good Lord, who 
takes the Lord’s name in vain, 
is a devil. You can do anything 
.to wipe out a devil." 

At one point, Abu Mohamed 
handed me an Islamic tract 
and a key chain with "Khaled" 



The aftermath of an attack in StaouJI, west of Algiers, in which a grenade was thrown into a packed cafe 


written on the handle. Khaled. 
he added, was the name of his 
local militaty leader or “emir”. 
He repeatedly referred to the 
need to “exterminate with 
God’s help” the Algerian gov- 
ernment in order to set up an 
Islamic slate, justifying his re- 
marks by quotating the Koran 


in a state of near ecstasy. It was 
the authentic voice of the Al- 
gerian regime’s “Islamist” en- 
emy and his statements left 
every reason to believe that the 
Algerian war is going to grow 
yet more deadly-. 

On Algerian journalists, 69 of 
whom have been assassinated: 


"There was a GIA commu- 
nique saying that if a journalist 
can’t tell the truth, he must stop 
work - and that if he doesn't 
stop, he must die. They have 
been warned. The AIS has not 
executed (sir) a single journal- 
ist. They haven’t taken a deci- 
sion on this." 
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On casualties: ‘T’ve lost 200 
friends, but it doesn't matter be- 
cause 1 know that one day we'll 
see each other again. For ihe 
200 who were killed, another 
600 or 700 have become muc/- 
jahedin He described how he 
had been arrested in January 
last year and tortured hy secu- 
rity 'men with electricity. “1 
thank God I gave no informa- 
tion.” he added. “The moment 
you give one piece of informa- 
tion. you are finished because 
they will torture you for more 
information until you die.” 

On women: “There have 
been many women who have 
secretly worked for the Is- 
lamists... Sometimes they con- 
tact the mudjahidin and tell 
them that their husbands work 
for the slate. This happened to 
me. a woman came to me a 
year ago and denounced her 
husband and said he worked 
for military security. We had to 
follow it up to find the proof. 
The GIA killed him, the real 
GIA which is not infiltrated. 
The military security have cap- 
tured women and tortured 
and raped them and thrown 
them in prison. Do you know 
what they are asking us?. 
They're asking us to put a 
bomb in their prisons. Do you 
know why? Because they have 
suffered too much. They are 
living a nightmare. They are all 
pregnant." There have been 


Photograph: AP 

consist cm reports, gathered 
hv The Independent as well as 
human rights groups, of the 
rape of uumcn prisoners in 
Algeria. 

On other Arab slates; ■‘Mus- 
lims arc everywhere, but all their 
presidents are devils, AU Mus- 
lims are at war with the stale - 
in Egypt, in Tunisia, in Libya. 
They say Sudan is a Muslim 
country but there arc mistakes 
there. Iran is Shiite - they're not 
really Muslim." Abu Mohamed 
did not know about the bomb 
on the Paris metro until I told 
him. But his response was im- 
mediate: “It’s legitimate. France 
is the cause of everything (hat’s 
going on in Algeria. It helps the 
Algerian state. Muslims are 
everywhere in the world. So why 
do you think they specifically 
choose France? You have to ask 
yourself that question.” 

“Martyrdom" was much on 
Abu Mohamed’s mind. "The 
Koran promises us victory or 
martydnm. It soys real martyrs 
don’t bleed very much. When 
they die, they smell of musk per- 
fume. This is true. The securi- 
ty forces have noticed that 
sometimes our dead smell of 
musk. Wh«m a martyr dies, he 
is met in paradise by 72 beau- 
tiful women." 

Sometimes, it seemed as 
though Abu Mohamcd's war 
would be forever beyond our 
comprehension. 


significant shorts 


Sweden ends 

refugees’ 

nightmare 

More than 100 would-be 
refugees from the Middle 
East and Asia have been 
granted asylum in Sweden 
and neighbouring Nordic 
states after a nightmare 
journey to the West. 

The refugees, most of 
whom arc Iraqi Kurds 
claiming political persecution, 
set out almost two years ago, 
travelling to the Baltics via 
Moscow, having paid 
thousands of US dollars to 
smuggling gangs. They were 
captured in Latvia last year 
and speni more than two 
weeks being shunted back 
and forth by train to Russia 
and Lithuania. None of the 
three countries wanted to 
accept them. 

After protests from the 
UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees, they were moved 
to a Latvian prison. Sweden 
has agreed to lake 52 of the 
108 refugees, with Denmark, 
Finland and Norway 
accepting 25. 20 and 1 1 
apiece. Adrian Bridge 

SS massacre 
trial delayed 

The trial of Erich Priehke, 
the former SS captain 
involved b the wartime 
massacre of 335 Italian 
civilians, suffered yet another 
setback yesterday as the 
miliiaiy court due to rehear 
his case later this month 
declared itself incompetent 
and referred the case back to 
civilian authorities. 

The military argues that 
Priebke, 84. should be 
treated as a civilian since the 
SS was an offshoot of the 
Nazi party, and not strictly a 
militaty outfit, while the 
criminal courts believe the 
case should be treated as a 
sequel to the 1948 military 
tribunal which prosecuted 
Nazis involved m the 
massacre at the Ardeatine 
Caves outside Rome. 

Andrew Gambd- Some 


Taliban punish 
women who 
violate the veil 

Afghanistan’s radical Islamic 
Ihfiban militia said h had 
meted out punishment to 225 
women yesterday for violating 
its rules on clothing. 
Announcing the punishroenr, 
the Thliban-con trolled Sharia 
Radio said: “We [said] once 
again that all women should 
wear the burqa and veil and 
respect .stoww [law] or face 
punishment.” It added that 
young men who had foiled to 
grow beards had also been 
punished. Reuters - Islamabad 

Havel develops 
pneumonia 

A Czech surgeon said 
President Vaclav Havel had 
developed pneumonia 
following surgery to remove 
a cancerous lung tumour 
earlier this week. But Dr 
Pavel Pavko said tests 
showed there appeared to be 
no spreading of the cancer 
after the radical surgery 
which removed a small 
malignant tumour along 
with half of Mr Havel’s right 
lung. Reuters - Prague 

Au revoir to 
Bardot curves 

The city council of Marly-lc- 
Roi, a suburb west of Paris, 
voted unanimously to 
remove a bust of Marianne - 
symbol of the French 
republic - because it was 
modelled after the fanner 
actress Brigitte Bardot. 

In a her memoirs, 
published this autumn, 

Bardot referred to the 
extreme right-wing National 
Front leader Jean-Marie Lc 
Pen as a “very fine man". 

“Brigitte Bardot was 
chosen as the model because 
she had generous curves," 
Marly Mayor Franco is-Hcnri 
de Virieu said. “Today, she 
has ideas that we don’t find 
generous, "-rf/*- Marty-lc-Soi 
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Clinton breaks the 
mould with radical 
Cabinet line-up 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 

In two ground-breaking choic- 
es, President Bill Clinton has 
chosen Madeleine Albright, 
currently US Ambassador to the 
United Nations, to be Secretary 
of State and the outgoing Re- 
publican Senator William Co- 
hen as Secretary of Defense. 
The two appointees form the 
backbone of a new national se- 
curity team for his second term. 

Assuming she is confirmed by 
the Senate, Ms Albright, the 
daughter of a Czech immigrant 
who fled the Communist 
takeover in 1948, would become 
the first woman in American his- 
tory to bold the most prestigious 
Cabinet job. which is also the 
fifth-ranking post under the 
US constitution. 

In other moves, to be an- 
nounced by Mr Clinton yester- 


day afternoon. Anthony Lake, 
currently Mr Clinton's nation- 
al security adviser, wSl take over 
from John Dcutch as director 
of the troubled CIA, while Mr 
Lake will be replaced by his pre- 
sent deputy, Sandy Berger. Mr 
Deutch could move to the En- 
ergy Department, in place of 
Hazel O'Leary. 

Originally, the White House 
had signalled that Mr Clinton 
would move to make good the 
massive post-election exodus 
from his Cabinet within days of 
his victory on 5 November. But 
as with the selection of his first 
cabinet four years ago. the 
process has become far more 
protracted than intended - fur- 
ther complicated in the last 
few days by the virtual loss of 
the presidential voice due to 
overstrained vocal chords. 

But in the last few days, the 
59-year-old Ms Albright, a 


strong advocate of interven- 
tion in Bosnia, the expansion of 
Nato and spearhead of Wash- 
ington s effort to oust Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali as UN Secretary 
General, had dearly emerged as 
favourite, as the star of former 
front-runner, the ex-Senate Ma- 
jority Leader and Ulster 
peace talks chairman George 
Mitchell, waned. 

Seen primarily as a loyal ex- 
ecutor of policy rather than a 
grand strategist of internation- 
al affairs, she is unlikely to 
usher in any great changes in US 
foreign policy, at least initially. 
But she is likely to be a far more 
assertive promoter of policy 
than her predecessor, the re- 
served and cautious Warren 
Christopher - no mean at- 
tribute when the State Depart- 
ment budget and foreign aid are 
under unprecedented pressure 
from a Republican-controlled 


[ueen of Mean’ Albright 
latters the glass ceiling 


Rupert Cornwell 

It is not - as the rasping Teu- 
tonic tones of Henry Kissinger 
stffl remind -the first time that 
a naturalised central Euro- 
pean has been invested with the 
mantle of America’s top diplo- 
mat But Madeleine Kbibel Al- 
bright extends the frontier a 
mi^ty step further: A glass ced- 
ing has been shattered. For the 
first time a woman wifi be Sec- 
retary of State. And if her per- 
formance as Ambassador to 
the United Nations is any yard- 
stick, the show will be worth 
watching. 

Lave her or hate her, on one 
thing all are agreed. In almost 
four years in Newlbrfc, Ms Al- 
bright has been the most pow- 
erful occupant ever of a post 
shaped in equal measure by 
global political realities and the 
whims of the administration of 
the day Never before has Wash- 
ington's envoy to the United Na- 



Madeleirfe Albright: Hard 
working and determined 

tions enjoyed both Cabinet 
rank and foil membership of 
the President's National Secu- 
rity Council. 

And she has taken foil ad- 
vantage. Throughout a career 
which has taken her from aide on 
Capitol Hill to professor of in- 
ternational relations at George- 


town Un iversity and thm the UN. 
hard work and a steely determi- 
nation have been her hallmarks. 

“The Queen of Mean”, her 
foes have called hex. Even a 
friend from the UN calls her 
“abrasive”, projecting a “cold, 
hard image”. Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali, the Secretary-General 
that Washington is in the 
process of ousting, would in pri- 
vate have choicer epithets stffl. 

Bnt Ms Albright has not 
thrived on nastiness alone. Un- 
like the diffident and retiring 
Warren Christophs* whom she 
will replace, she is a masterly 
user of television. More precious 
stffl, she can claim a long- 
standing friendship with B31 mid 
especially Hillar y Clinton. In- 
deed, Ms Albright's trip this year 
with the First Lady to her native 
Prague, which she left with her 
family when the Communists 
staged their coup in 1948, was 
billed by some as “the audition'’. 
If so, it won her the job. 


Congress profoundly suspicious 
of all things foreign. 

Even so Ms Albright's ap- 
proval by the Foreign Relations 
Committee, chaired by the re- 
doubtable and axch-conserva- 
tive Jesse Helms, is hardly in 
doubt, thanks to her staunchly 
anti-Communi5t personal back- 
ground and her forthright 
championing of US interests - 
not least in her excoriation of 
Cuban President Fidel Castro, 
a particular bSre-noire of Mr 
Helms. 

Apart from Mr Mitchell, the 
other finalists m the search for 
a new Secretary of State were 
the departing Georgia Senator 
Sam Nunn, and Richard Hol- 
brooke, the architect of the 
Dayton peace accords for 
Bosnia. Mr Holbrooke could 
succeed Ms Albright at the UN , 
in New York, where he now 
lives. 

For his part Mr Cohen, a 
moderate three-term senator 
from Maine deeply versed in de- 
fence policy, was always a prime 
candidate to succeed William 
Ferry at the Pentagon, once Mr 
Clinton had signalled his wish 
for accommodation with Capi- 
tol Hill by appointing at last one 
prominent Republican to a top 
administration post. Even so, 
the appointment has its own 
smack of history: not since 
Richard Nixon made John Con- 
naliy Secretary of the Treasury 
in 1971 has a senior Cabinet 
member served under a Presi- 
dent aif a different party. 

Like Ms Albright, the 55- 
year-old Mr Cohen is not 
squeamish about the use of 
US military force abroad. 

Indeed the two appointments 
together could see both ends of 
Pennsylvania Avenue more 
united on foreign policy than at 
any point in Mr Clinton's tenure 
thus for. If so it will be a good 
omen for the other Cabinet 
posts the President must fill in- 
cluding Transportation, Hous- 
ing and Energy. A question 
mark also hangs over Attorney 
General Janet Reno at the Jus- 
tice Department, especially as 
another woman will hold a se- 
nior post. 
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Like father, like son: Teamster president Jimmy Hoffa who disappeared in 1975 

Hoffa junior ready 
to follow father as 
Teamsters’ boss 



Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 

Not long ago. the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters was 
supposed to have been purged 
of its corrupt and infamous 
past. But in only 10 days’ lime, 
to widespread apprehension 
within the United States labour 
movement, a man named Hof- 
fa could be back at the helm of 
the country's most famous and, 
many would say, still most pow- 
erful trade union. 

For almost a month now, 
postal balloting has been under 
way in a government-super- 
vised election of a new leader 
for the 1.4 million-strong Team- 
stere. And with just three days 
to go before the voting doses, 
the incumbent president, Ron 
Carey, the man most credited 
with cleaning up the union - is 
in peril of losing his job. 

Mr Carey's opponent is 
James P Hofik Jr. son of the for- 
mer Tfcamster president, Jimmy 
Hoffa, who vanished outside a 
suburban Detroit restaurant in 
July 1975. presumed kidnapped 
and murdered by die Mafia. By 
deftly exploiting his father's 
name and the deep resentment 
among the union old guard of 
Mr Carey’s high-handed meth- 
ods, Hoffa Junior has given him- 
self more than an outside 
chance of victory. 

Results will be declared next 
weekend. But the Carey forces, 
once confident of winning, can 
now bank on only two of five 
Teamster regions. The biggest, 
covering the industrial Mid- 
west, is considered solid Hoffa 
territory while the rem ainin g 
two, in the West and the South, 
are toss-ups. 

James Hoffa, a Detroit labour 



■96 

ore Teamster Pol 


Family way: James Hoffa Jr, who has exploited his 
father’s name during campaigning Photograph: Katz Pictures 


lawyer, insists he has no links 
with organised crime - “Let’s 
Gear the Air,” proclaims his 
campaign poster. “The Mob 
Killed My Father ... There will 
be no place for the Mob or Its 
Agents, THEY WILL BE RUN 
OUT OF THIS UNION.” Un- 
abashedly, however, he vows to 
bring back the old decentralised 
structure of the Teamsters' glo- 
ry days under his father, when 
local officials wielded immense 
power and could paralyse truck 
deliveries for a targeted com- 
pany. coast-to-coast. 

Since then the Labour uni- 
verse has been turned on its 
head. Deregulation, new in- 
formation technology and die 
virtual demise of the dosed shop 
have vastly weakened unions. 
Their membership has plunged, 
sapping their ability to stand up 
to a new breed of national and 
multinational companies able to 
call on non-union labour atwfiL 

The Teamsters themselves 
have, moreover, changed, with 
less than a third of the mem- 
bership accounted for by truck- 
ers and freight workers. All 
these problems Mr Carey has 


sought to tackle, but at a price. 
A generation of local bosses has 
not forgiven him for wresting au- 
thority back to the centre, and 
for dosing down more than 60 
kxak or branches, suspected of 
links with organised crime. Nei- 
ther have Mr Carey’s decisions 
to trim perks for senior officials 
and raise dues done anything for 
his popularity. 

But despite a vigorous effort 
by his foes to tar him with the 
brush of corruption, Mr Carey 
has undoubtedly cleansed foe 
Teamsters’ reputation. All this, 
leaders of- several unions now 
fcar. could be jeopardised by a 
Hoffa victory, at foe very mo- 
ment a revitalised AFL-CIO, foe 
central labour organisation, is 
beginning to improve its image 
and attract new membership. 

Much wiD depend on turnout, 
already certain to eclipse foe 
424,000, or 28 per cent, who vot- 
ed when Mr Carey was elected 
in 1991. Normally a higher 
turnout would favour foe in- 
cumbent. This time foe mag- 
netism of the Hoffa name 
makes any such calculation im- 
possible. 


Exodus 

starts 

Kurd 

panic 

Patrick Cockbum 


The evacuation »if 5.000 Kurds 
who worked with US aid agen- 
cies from northern Iraq this 
week has started a panic among 
foe employees of non- American 
aid agencies. They are fearful of 
the return of Saddam Hu<nein. 
Isolated m Iraqi Kurdistan since 
Iraqi tanks intervened in August 
the organisations, which ad- 
ministered one of the largest aid 
prugummes in the world, are 
dose to collapse. 

“We may have to dose." said 
Roger Brioilet. director uf foe 
Mmes Advisor* Group (MAG i. 
a British-based agency which is 
helping to dear the Ifl'trOl mil- 
lion mines laid in Kurdistan dur- 
ing the' Iran-Iraq war. These fc, 
have already killed more than 
2.000 people in foe last foe 
years. Mr Brintlet said: "The 
500 local people we employ arc 
very frightened since foe US de- 
cided to cvacuaie.’’ 

An equally serious problem 
is that Turkey has closed Hs bor- 
der to pcuplc and equipment 
crossing into northern Iraq. 
Turkey says restrictions have 
been imposed because of con- 
cern about the activities of 
some aid organisations. 

Mr Brinttet says M AG has 
not been able to send mine ex- 
perts or mine detector^ into 
northern Iraq. The specialists it 
already has there - mainly for- 
mer British army experts - are 
becoming exhausted and de- 
tectors already in place are too 
old to use safely. Turkey will not 
allow mine detectors into Iraq 
because they are regarded as 
military equipment. 

During foe eight years of the 
Iran-Iraq war more than 2.21 111 . 
minefields were laid in Iraqi-' 
Kurdistan, mostly along the 
border with Iran.* 

In the aftermath of foe Gulf 
war, the Kurdish uprising in 
1991 and the wifodrAWAl of 
Iraqi government forces from its 
three northern provinces. West- 
ern aid agencies moved in 
strength into Kurdistaa They 
are seen by Baghdad as foreign 
intruders who imperilled Iraqi 
sovereignty. 

Kurds and Iraqis who work 
for foreign agencies in Kurdis- 
tan haw been deeply worried 
that Saddam Hussein will return 
permanently to foe region after 
his successful intervention in the 
Kurdish civil war at foe end of 
August. They believe they will 
then be singled out for punish- 
ment. The US has already evac- 
uated 2,700 Iraqis and Kurds 
who worked directly or indi- 
rectly for foe US government. 

Britain and other European 
countries have refused to allow 
immigration by Iraqis associat- 
ed with their aid programmes. 


NOTICE TO BORROWERS 

At C&G we are committed to keeping borrowers* costs down, 
and acknowledged for doing so —What Mortgage magazine this 
year commended C&G as having the best value-for-money 
mortgages over the last five years of any major high street lender. 

Our commitment to competitive mortgage rates continues but, from 
1 February 1997, we will no longer link our rate to that of the other 
five large Lenders. The last review date, in accordance with the terms 
of our Mortgage Price Promise, will therefore be 15 December 1996. 

This notice also applies to customers whose loans 
start between now and 1 February 1997. 
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Chechnya’s hostages 
name their own price 


\\ 


Reeves 

ums-Martan, Chechnya Kidnapping has become a daily 

wWoSS event > an epidemic comparable 

^ Beirut at ' rts worst 

^7^ a f° rw eeks or months- They be- a penny in ransom money, hav- 

ssssass&s; 

he ™ ^But when^ they put me m the remouis abound that some ia- 
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business transaction, much like 

selling a rog. They politely ush- 
ered him into a car, pulled a 
stocking over his head and 
drove him for three hours into 
the Chechen moun tains where 
he was locked in a basement. 
But it was up to him to name 
his price.“They told me “we 
brought you here for money. 
We are not interested in any- 
thing else’.” be said, wrin ging h fc 
hands nervously, “Our busi- 
ness is to bring you here and to 
take you away again . Your busi- 
ness is to produce the money. 
I had to state the ransom sum.” 

The war may be over in 
Chechnya, but the atrocities 
are noL For 21 months, this 

^ small republic had to suffer the 

agonies of war, from the wild 
bombing of hs v illage to the de- 
s traction of its capital city, 
Grozny. There is relief from the 
fighting, but not from discord. 

The new trade in post-war 
Chechnya is not in weapons or 
drugs, it is in people. Every day 
brings news of a kidnapping in 
what has become an epidemic 
comparable with Beirut at its 
worst. Sometimes they take 
foreign aid workers, sometimes 
Chechens. 

Yesterday, five Russian sol- 
diers were added to the scores 
of people being held in cellars. 
A mood of deep distrust has set 
in. As Ilyas told his story, two 
of his relatives sat with him in 
the room, cradling Kalash- 
nikovs. A hunting rifle lay at his 
feet The next time the armed 
men arrive, they will be ready. 

But he was fortunate. “Then- 
usual tactic is to make you wait 


basement I noticed the walls 
faced a neighbour’s garden , so 
I decided to dig a hole.” With- 
in just over 24 hours, he was free 
and hitching a lift home where 
his relatives had taken up anns 
and were scouring the streets. 

Both a lack, of money and 
post-war chaos lie beneath the 
abduction racket There are 
precious few jobs in Chechnya, 
where the infrastructure lies in 
ruins and money for recon- 
struction has yet to arrive -and 
may never materialise. With 
the last Russian troops leaving, 
the streets are filled with young 
armed bohaki, bearded sepa- 
ratists still in battle dress. They 
have spent almost two years 
fighting for independence but 
now have nothing to do. As the 
republic has ye t to organise a 
police force, kidnapping is as 
easy as falling off a log. Inter- 
national aid agencies have been 
a prime target Members of the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross in Grozny have been 
abducted with such frequenty 
that the sub-delegation’s di- 
rector, Fary Aalame struggles to 
remember the precise n amber 
this year. “We have had nine,” 
he eventually concludes, count- 
ing them off under his breath. 

Mr Aalame’s agency is the 
biggest in the republic, and is 
busy repairing schools, the 
wrecked sewage system and 
hospitals. He has yet to pay out 


Sell-off row 
ends unity 
in France 


Mary Dejevsky 

Paris 

For a few boors after the Rwt 
Royal bomb in Paris last Tues- 
day it looked as though the 
French government was off the 
numerous books on which it has 
impaled itself since the summer. 
In adversity, the French rally 
around the rfyublujue and the 
politicians were quick to exploit 
the sense of national danger. 

The majority Gauliists tailed 
for national solidarity. The 
UDF. the junior partner in the 
coalition government, stopped 
sniping at the Ganflists and 
called for unity. Pressure for a 
cabinet reshuffle was dissipat- 
ed and Mr Chirac’s brief state- 
ment of outrage and sympathy 
from the steps of the Etysfie 
seemed to satisfy the popular 
clamour for an “address to the 
nation**. 

The trade unions, keen to 
show themselves as responsible 
members of society, called off 
planned strikes and demon- 
strations in the capital, and the 
lorry drivers were back at work 
- or sacked. In short, the polit- 
ical coast looked clear until 
Christmas at least and a high- 
ly unpopular government sud- 
denly had credibility to spare. 

However, any sense of cool 
competence ana national pur- 
pose was shortlived, shattered 
by an announcement that the 
privatisation commission, a 
body of seven wise (and usual- 
ly yes-) men had vetoed the 
planned privatisation of the 
Thomson defence, technology 
and media group* 

The project had been highly 

controversial because the cho- 
sen buyer was not the favotmte 
and because the deal involved 
the further sale of a Thomson 
subsidiary. Thomson Multime- 
dia, to the South Korean Dae- 
woo. The price, a symbolic cme 
franc had raised traditionahsl 
and patriotic hackles and the 

unions were up in anns. 

With the announcement that 

the deal was off, all the politi- 
cal capital that had accrued to 

the government after the bomb- 
ing evaporated. A terse state- 
ment from the office of the 
Prime Minister, Alam Juppfc 
said that the group would stifi 

KSSS 

convoluted staten^tsyeslCTcgr 

3 SJS»S 

without the appropriate mnustiy 
'"SSSSd the Socialist 


lieved that a French company 
such as Thomson could be mak- 
ing a loss and disliked the for- 
eign element cf the deaL On the 
other, they had just been pre- 
sented with a colossal govern- 
ment U-turn without any 
explanation or resignation. 

This was the second time in 
a month that the government 
had called off .a privatisation: it 
shelved plans to sell off the QC 
savings bank last month saying 
the bids were unsatisfactory, 
then sacked the (government- 
appointed) head of the parent 
company for allegedly ob- 
structing tire privatisation. 

’The Thomson d£b&de was 
far worse: not only had a buy- 
er been found and agreed, but 
the government had gone out 
of its way to defend the deal. 



Jupp& Rallied the people 

after Paris bombing 

Now, a hitherto rubber-stamp 

of a committee bad rejected it 
on the grounds (which seemed 
to support the public’s worries) 
that the large government sub- 
sidy provided to Thomson as a 
condition of the sale would 
find its way into South Korean 


an tee that jobs wotud be creat- 
ed, or even saved, in France. 

At once, those of the gov- 
ernment's supporters who 
would naturally have favoured 
the privatisation -the same peo- 
ple who accuse the govern- 
ment of capitulating to the 
iony drivers and on welfare re- 
form -were asking themselves 
again about the Prime Minis- 
ter's competence. Those who 
opposed the privatisation in 
general and the buyer in par- 
ticular - the same people ty and 

large who supported the lony 
drivers and opposed the very 
principle of welfare reform- 

were rejoicing over a victory for 
— . -^A 
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The result is that, three days 
after a bomb attack that para- 
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are even greater than before. 


(emotional bodies have paid 
$80000 <£48tf») for the release 
of personnel, attracting com- 
plaints that they are only mak- 
ing matters worse. 

It is not only a question of 
crime. While some of the ab- 
ductions are purely criminal, 
others reflect the bigger social 
divisions in the aftermath of 
war. Although, with the with- 
drawal of Russian troops, 
Chechnya is now under a coali- 
tion government, no-one dis- 
putes that the separatist move- 
ment is in charge. Chechens 
who worked for the previous 


Moscow-backed adminis tration 
of Doku Zavgayev now feel so 
much at risk that some dare not 
leave their homes. 

Ilyas, the son of an influen- 
tial local administrator, be- 
lieves he was the victim of crim- 
inals, although his abductors 
looked like separatist soldiers. 
He comes from Urus-Martan, 
a town of 47,000, which has bare- 
ly been damaged - not least be- 
cause half the inhabitants 
supported the pro-Moscow gov- 
ernment during the war. 

Now, as the republic prepares 
for elections in January, the pro- 
Zavgayev minority feels under 
threat. The separatist leadership 
insists it is doing everything to 
stop reprisals and crack down 
on kidnapping. But in Urus- 
Martan there have already been 
changes. The town administra- 
tor and the imon in the local 
mosque have been replaced 
and the deputy adminstrator 
was kidnapped three days ago. 
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Lighting the way: Coal miners from all over Germany carry torchlights as they line up along a main street in Bonn’s 
government quarter yesterday, to protest against cuts in subsidies for foe coal-mining industry Photograph: Reuters 
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Worried about premature greyness 

Worry ro more. Alliance & Leicester '-as a 
tonic Thai makes W yo?. r monyage -.vo: : es 
nvroctilGusly disappear. 

A package that iuclJdes up to £4000 casr.back 
{2-5 of your loan) so you can ar'erd ns* 
a.vrrs iuny.tjre you reed. Free acc sickness 
arij unen-ploymer- insurance cover :.r.m 
31 Dene '"ter (£97, to put your mind at rest.' 


What sir- ou: these hidden fees? 

Rc-sx. UrWke most lenders, we wc- n't charge = 
High Percentage Loan Feu (mat's what you 
norms ky pay when you borrow more '.nan 75% 
G-' the vekre o: veur house ). 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


We don't charge arrangement fees either. 
And we 'l even refund your valuation charge. 

If you sliii think you’ve spotted a grey hair, 
simply consult your branch Mortgage Advisor 
to relievo you of any unnecessary worries. 

To find out mere, calmly pop info yotir Icc?.! 
branch or call us on 0800 412 214. 

You can stop looking in the mirror now. 
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FRIDAYS DECEMBER 1906 - THE 1NDEPENDEST 


Georges Duby 


In French, the word lustoirc 
means both history and story. 
The great scholar Georges 
Duby was both a historian and 
a teller of stories. His main 
theme was the daily life of the 
Middle Ages in France, a peri- 
od he brought vividly to life with 
a display of erudition so grace- 
fully presented that one is hard- 
ly conscious of reading a work 
of scholarship, for he was Erst 
and foremost a fine writer, with 
a gift for capturing his readers' 
attention in his seemingly casual 
arrangement of the mosaic of 
human pains and pleasures that 
underlay a firm, clear grasp of 
the movements of history. He 
was one of the most pro lific , 
and most popular of medieval 
historians. 

“I always wanted to put my- 
self in the skin of the men and 
women of the Middle Ages," he 
once declared. ‘'When I was 
studying Saint Bernard, I t ri e d 
to think as be did." Such an ap- 
proach is the privilege of the se- 
rious novelist. To End it in a 
historian was for me a revela- 
tion of what history really 
meant, for I had detested the 
subject at school, where I al- 
ready felt that history taught us 
nothing. Duby utterly trans- 


formed the recreation of his- 
torical times. “In fact," he 
wrote, “social history is the 
whole of history." 

He was born with an acute 
sense of social values, and from 
bis childhood in the ancient 
Marais district of Paris, where 
his father was a feather-dyer for 
both haute couture and the ex- 
travaganzas of the Folies 
Bcrgere. he was able to observe 
all layers of society at first 
hand. One might almost say dial 
in the Marais he was already fa- 
miliar with the essential social 
structures of the medieval 
world, both courtly and crude, 
both luxurious and labouring. 
Perhaps that is why he claimed 
he became a historian only by 
accident. 

He started off as a student of 
geography, a solid base for his- 
torical comparisons between 
the tides of men and the evo- 
lutions of countrysides and 
cities. After graduating in 1942, 
be started teaching and work- 
ing for his doctoral thesis which 
centred on medieval society in 
the region of Macon. It was then 
that he gained a vision of what 
histoiy signified: “A society, 
like a landscape, is a system 
whose multiple elements de- 


temrine its smuaure and its evo- 
lution; and the relations be- 
tween these factors are not 
demonstrations of cause and ef- 
fect, but of correlations, inter- 
ferences ..." He did his 
fieldwork on foot and on bicy- 
cle, and as he plunged into the 
treasures of research afforded 
by the documents of Cltiny, he 
found obscure place names he 

was already familiar with on his 

daily explorations of the coun- 
tryside. That intense intimacy 
with the vmy roots of human be- 
haviour and everyday culture 
was to illuminate and bring to 
immediate life the various 
themes of all his works. 

He became assistant profes- 
sor of medieval history at Be- 
san^un in 1949, and in 1951 was 
made full professor at the 
university of Aix-cn-Provence, 
a post in which he spent the 
rest of his academic life, in a 
country house near the slopes 
of Cezanne's Mont Sainte- 
Victoire. 

Duby loved art and archi- 
tecture, and was an excellent 
artist who counted many 
painters among his dose 
friends. Among them were An- 
drei Masson, whom he per- 
suaded to create designs for 


works by Mallanne, Coleridge, 
Sade and Malraux, and to un- 
dertake one of his masterpieces, 
the ceiling of the Odeon in 
ftuis. He often visited Soulages 
at his stuik> in S&c, and advised 
him on the designs for the win- 
dows be fashioned for the abbey 
church at COnques, in which we 
can see a combination of me- 
dieval scholarship and a passion 
for the use of modem art in an- 
dent architectural settings. 

Duby became professor at 
the College de- France in Paris 
from 1970, molting the journey 
there each week from Aix. He 
held the Chair of Histoiy of Me- 
dieval Societies. In 1974, he en- 
tered the Institut and published 
the three volumes of his Hatobv 
de la France mrale. 

Bmhe was no ordinary pro- 
fessor. Together with his acad- 
emic tasks, he took on public 
works that were an accurate ex- 
pression of his inborn sense of 
soda] duty to his fellow men. He 
took on the presidency of a su- 
pervisory council far television 
programmes on Channel 7 (lat- 
er to become present-day Arte). 
It was his ambrtion to make tele- 
vision the tool of art and to 
educate viewers with the per- 
suasive enthusiasm he himself 


felt for al! forms of culture, for 
he believed tbau 

art is the expression of a soda! or- 
canisaiion, of society in to entirety, 
in jts beliefs and in its ideas about 11 - 
self. It is obvious that a historic mon- 
ument can tell us as much as tors and 

documents about whar men of tim« 

pa s t were doing and Uankiqg, and be- 
cause such a monument says these 
t hing * in a different way, it tells us 
more than words can do. 

The publisher Albert Skira 
commissioned Duby to com- 
pose a three -volume history of 
art in the Middle Ages (1966- 
67). and the most popular of 
these books, L' Europe dcs 
Cathedmles, led him to write a 
sequel, Le Temps dcs Cathi- 
drales , which be made into one 
of the most magnificent televi- 
sion art documentaries ever 
seen, in which the quality of the 
visuals equals the quality of the 
writing m Duby's exemplary 
script - discreet, yet lyrical 
when necessary, and with touch- 
es of irony and malidous wit at 
the expense of more conven- 
tional professors. Only 10 years 
later, it is hard to imagine such 
entrancing programmes ever 
being presented again - or if so, 
only at two in the morning. 

In his later works, Georges 
Duby turned more and more to- 



wards literary and artistic 
themes, asm the epic historical 
batik drama of Le Dbnanchede 
Homines (1973), and, in 1984, 
the Stoty of an English knight- 
at-artns, GwSaunte IcMatiaud. 
a lively picaresque bk^jraphy of 
a courtly hero and his endless 
tourneys, duels, bravados and 
other rituals of the sword, based 
on the 2^00 line verse chroni- 
cle by his son GuiUaumcIeJe- 
une. This book was originally 


dio, one in which Duby dis- 
played his great dramatic flair 
andKtcraiyveisati%tothefuIL 
He was a passionate cinema- 
goer, and he was overjoyed at 
Being asked to prepare a sce- 
nario for a film of Dimandke de 
Bauvines. But the materialism 
of the 1980s and the demands 
for “easy” viewing gradually 



Duby: *secM history b whole of history* 




j'ect, which could have equalled 
the battle scenes in Wells’s The 
Chimes at Midnight and the 
medieval courtly formalism of 
Eric Rohmer's Perceval le Gal - 
lois (1978) with Chretien de 
Troyes's octosyllabic lines. 

In 1987, Duby was elected to 
the chair of Marcel Arland at 
the Acad&mie franchise as “the 
most illustrious of all French 


‘Ralph's Tub': the Dome of Discovery, designed by Tubbs, at the Festival of Britain, 1351 


Photograph: Huton Getty 


Ralph Tubbs was just 39 when 
he designed the Dome of Dis- 
covery as die centrepiece of the 
South Bank ate of toe 1951 Fes- 
tival of Britain, a building that 
established his reputation and 
for which he would be famous 
for the rest of his life. 

Affectionately known as 
“Ralph's Tub", it was the largest 
dome in the world at the time 
at 365ft in diameter - a dimen- 
sion chosen, he later remarked 
only half jokingly, because “it 
was easy to remember”. Like all 
the other festival buildings (save 
the Festival Hall), however, it 
was demolished and sold for 
scrap soon afterwards by the in- 
coming Conservative govern- 
ment of Sir Winston Churchill, 
which considered it a rump of 
Clement Attlee's socialist 
extravaganza. 

Bom in Hadley Wood, Hert- 
fordshire. in 1912, the son of 
Sydney W. Tubbs, a chartered 
accountant, Ralph Tubbs was 
educated at Mill HIH School and 
the Architectural Association. 
A dedicated Modernist, he 
worked for Emo Goldfinger 
(twice, the first time unpaid for 
a year) and prepared the work- 
ing drawings for2 Willow Road, 
Hampstead, recently adopted by 
the National Trust and listed 
Grade n, and for three years far 
Maxwell Fry and %iter 
•Gropius. In 1939 Tubbs be- 


medievalists”. The other hon- 
ours showered upon him both 
at home and abroad are too nu- 
merous to list here, hui they in- 
clude election to the American 
Medieval Academy and the 
American Philosophical Society, 
the British Academy and the 
Royal Historical Society. 

But for this man of the pre- 
sent 'who was also a man of the 
past the greatest honour was the 


admiration of thousand* of 
readers all over the world he 
loved and cclchrated in all its 
varied aspects. 

James Kirkup 

Georges Michel Claude Duhy.~ 
medieval historian: bam Paris 7 
October 1919: married 1942 An* 
dree Combier (one son, nm' 
dautfUers); died Aix-en - Provence 
3 December 1996. 


Ralph Tubbs 


came secretary of the highly in- 
fluential MARS (Modern Ar- 
chitectural Research Group). 

A lameness in one leg due to 
a sports injury in childhood 
prevented him from active ser- 
vice during the Second World 
years, so be became a 
member of the “night watch” at 
St Paul's Cathedral and de- 
signed factories for war pro- 
duction. He also wrote two 
books for Penguin: Living in 
Cities (1942) and The English- 
man Builds (1945), the former 
selling some 134,000 copies. 

With Hugh Casson and 
Misha Black, TUbbs was joint- 
ly responsible for the overall 
planning and execution of the 
Festival of Britain site on the 
South Bank, and architect of the 
Dome which, along with his 
books aimed at the lay reader, 
established his professional rep- 
utation. “I never sought a 
client," be said later, as new 
commissions followed. 

In London, these 7 included 
Baden-Fowell House for the 
Boy 'Scouts’ Association, hafisof 
residence for Umversity College, 
a factory for Crown Wallpaper, 
Charing Cross Hospital and 
Medical School and the Indian 
Students' Union (the last was 
listed Grade n in March and bis 
son Jonathan, an architect, is 
currently engaged in building an 
extension); residential areas at 


Harlow and Basildon new 
towns; Lhe Granada TV Centre 
and Studios, in Manchester, 
andieisey General Hospital, St 
Helier, in the Channel Islands. 
His practice, Ralph Tubbs Ar- 
chitect, founded in 1948, was re- 
stricted in size to no more than 
26 assistants so that he could 
maintain personal control of 
every project and a one-to-one 
relationship with clients. 

At the same time he was ac- 
tive as a member of the Coun- 
cil and Executive Committee of 
the Royal Institute of British Ar- 
chitects (RIBA) 1944-51; vice- 
president of the Architectural 
Association. 1945-47; and was 
the longest-serving committee 
member of the Architecture 
Cub, for 42 years until 1 994. In 
1942 he became an associate of 
the Institute of Landscape Ar- 
chitects; and in 1 952 a Fellow of 
the RIBA and an OBE Tubbs's 
personal interest in insects and 
the natural world was reflected 
in his presidency of the Royal 
■ EntomoipgicaJ Society of Lon- . 
don frbin 1982 to 1984. 

As a practising architect he 
was always more of a “herbi- 
vore" than a “carnivore", too. 
He despised the New BrutaEsm 
that swept the country within a 
few years of the Festival of 
Britain, because it “brutalised 
people". What he relished 
about Modernism - "this new 


architecture" - was its concern 
for form and proportion, re- 
newed delight in spatial sensa- 
tion. precision, and alliance 
with nature. 

It is ironic that Tubbs's deal h 
followed so soon after plans 
were unveiled for the dome for 
the Greenwich Millennium Fes- 
tival, In his last interview, in the 
Architects' Journal, just two 
months ago. he expressed his 
support for the festival and its 
location, but was critical of its 
theme - time - as a lost op- 
portunity, as it “eliminates all 
things, including us" rather 
than celebrating humanity's 
needs and achievements. He 
was especially (and uncharac * 0 
icristically) vehement in ex- 
pressing his opinions of several 
other Miflenxmun projects (in- 
cluding the proposed Ferris 
wheel for London's South 
Bank) as “juvenile", “not 
clever", “gimmicks" and "ex- 
pensive jokes". Hubris and 
Mammon had replaced the op- 
timism and cheerfulness which 
were the hallmarks of the 1951 
Festival. 

Charles Knevitt 

Ralph Tubbs, architect: bom 
Hadley Wood. Hertfordshire 9 
January 1912; married J94ti 
Mary Tabcmer i ruti sans, one 
daughter); died London 24 No- 
vember 1996. 


Babrak Karmal 


In the catalogue of betrayal that 
makes up the history of 
Afghanistan. Babrak Karmal 
will always be condemned as the 
man put in power by the Sovi- 
et invasion of 1979. According 
10 KGB defectors he had been 
recruited as an agent many 
years earlier after the Soviet 
Union decided to replace him 
with Najibullah in 1986 he went 
to Moscow for “medical treat- 
ment". never to return, apart 
from a brief visit in 1991. Many 
of his fellow Communists in the 
People's Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan bated him just as 
bitterly, though for entirely dif- 
ferent reasons. 

A traitor Karmal may have 
been, but bis departure from 
power did not bring peace to 


Afghanistan. Najibullah was no 
more able than his predecessor 
to defeat the mujahedin upris- 
ing or, after the Soviet troop 
withdrawal in 1989, to reach an 
accommodation with its leaders, 
and in 1992 he took refuge with 
the United Nations in Kabul fol- 
lowing an unsuccessful attempt 
to flee the country. 

The mujahedin destroyed the 
capital in the internecine fight- 
ing which began the moment 
they took over. A few weeks ago 
they in turn were driven out by 
a new insurgent movement, the 
Taliban, whose first act on cap- 
turing Kabul was to drag Na- 
jibullah from the UN compound 
where he had been a virtual pris- 
oner for more than four years 
and bang him. Compared to 


that, Karmal 's fate, which was 
to die of liver cancer in exile, 
must have seemed preferable. 

Karmal was one of a succes- 
sion of leaders whose impa- 
tience to bring Afghanistan 
into the modem age led them 
to force imported left-wing 
ideas on the country, only to be 
defeated by its ingrained trib- 
alism and conservatism. In the 
bloody progress from monarchy 
in the 1970s to rural Islamic fun- 
damentalism today - though 
along the way Afghanistan has 
virtually ceased to exist as a na- 
tion - he can be seen as a tran- 
sitional figure. 

The son of an army general 
and provincial governor, Karmal 
came from the Durrani clan 
winch had niled Afghanistan for 


more than two centuries, but 
became intoxicated by the left- 
wing ideas circulating during a 
period of mild liberalisation 
under King Zahir Shah. By the 
time the inevitable crackdown 
came in 1953 he was suffi- 
ciently prominent a student 
firebrand to be jailed for three 
years. In 1965, after mfrhary ser- 
vice and completing his law de- 
gree, be was one of the founders 
of the People’s Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan (PDPA). 

Toe PDPA was soon to split 
into two factions, one consist- 
ing mainly of rural purists, the 
other - led by Karmal - of more 
middle-class rebels. Mutual en- 
mity increased after the king’s 
cousin, Daoud, seized power in 
1973 amid much fashionable 


left-wing rhetoric, and brought 
Karmal and many of his asso- 
ciates into office. When Daoud 
was killed in a genuinely left- 
wing coup five years later, Kar- 
mal found h prudent to accept 
the ambassadorship in Prague, 
where his KGB recruitment is 
presumed to have occurred. 

His absence proved fortu- 
nate; the Stalinism of the new 
regime, run by the opposing 
PDPA faction, quickly outraged 
the country. The flrst leader 
of the revolution, Nur Mo- 
hammed Thrald, was murdered, 
and Hafizuliah Amin, consid- 
ered a “smooth-talking fascist” 
by Moscow, took over. By De- 
cember 1979 the Soviet Union 
had had enough, and sent its 
troops and tanks to impose a 


more “reliable" leader. 

That decision was fatal, both 
for Ka rmal and Afghanistan. It 
put the country at the centre of 
the Cold War, spurring the 
West to pour billions of dollars 
into the mujahedin resistance 
and Moscow to arm its client 
regime equally heavily. The 
war engulfed the Afghan coun- 
tryside, which until then had re- 
mained little affected by 
political goings-on in Kabul, and 
the huge stockpile of weapon- 
ry built up in those years has 
kept conflict never-ending. 

Karmal himself never recov- 
ered from the taint of being in- 
stalled by a foreign power, and 
that knowledge appeared to 
tell on him. In different cir- 
cumstances he might have gov- 


erned Afghanistan better than 
many of he predecessors or suc- 
cessors, but his past made it im- 
possible for him to unite the 
ruling party, while his drunk- 
enness and womanising made 
him the subject of jokes in 
Kabul It may have been as 
much a relief to him as to the 
Kremlin when he was replaced. 

Whatever the humiliation he 
felt during his years of obscu- 
rity in exile, Babrak Karmal had 
the consolation of living out his 
natural span. It is a privilege 
rarely enjoyed by Afghan lead- 
ers from any period of histoiy. 

Raymond Whitaker 

Babrak Karmal, poBddan: bom 
cl929; Member of Parliament, 
Afghanistan 1965-73; Leader, 



Karmal: middle-class rebel 
Photograph: Reuters 

Parcham Party 1967-77; Deputy- 
Leader. People's Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan {PDPA) 
1 977- 78: Ambassador to Czech- 
oslovakia 1978-79; President of 
Afghanistan 1979-86; died 
Moscow 3 December 1996. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

BtLLtNGTON-GREira Fiona, beloved 
daughter of Frederick and Teresa. 
Bom 24 December 1915 and dial 5 
December 1996. Passed peacefully 
away m Worthing Hospital Service, 
9.40am. on Tuesday 10 December 
ai Worthing Crematorium. Any 
enquiries to H-D. Tribe Ltd. 01903 
2345 16. 

AiMUCtmili for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES a DEATHS should be sent 
ia wrifiag to the Gazette Edtloi; The lade 
npukot, I C -aaadi Square, Cmaty Wtnrt 
London EM SDL, tetep honed to 0171-293 
2811 or taxed to 0171-293 2818, and an 
charged at ALSO a line (VAT extra I . 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
tat Man attain. rnaideiu. m the 
Cooirauuly. ifsa Ptuw I uf ibe EMuoian VB- 

1m. Liverpool, and OKCt* aimers ufLnomOiiy 

Ente rpri s e Avmk.« Piewleai. Woincu in Uk 

Consmunih. booriicMbe Menevsulc daBeoec 

-Ujdn Up Snracrae'v Cbrslira al Si GumjK ' 
1UL Lnvrpunk incm the C'nnscivaUon Conic. 

Lt«rp*J.at*J^ne , «d5ni. dicPrii«'' TYirs,vT5- 
toSanJp^’cr- LaaK-SMiU)|«j<t. Lancashire, an] 
meets i c ma enlSi at lap/tc am and paitmjunls 
of [be hiita! alnm Viihmicm mugraaant TBe 
ftfaccM Rant open lhe Hjanaiolc£*>pn- 
c<4o$> Uih. Hawthorn Hume YoridraNHS 


hr iipan the rlainul itetonc SidOrotScc In Sen- 
hod. Obnct-r ual aa Panes. Otfcna Advice 
Scotland, writ* Mjfyfcfl Gwens Advice Baton, 
filmpw. 

Changing of the Guard 

Tte HmocMil Oralrr Mourned Reiman 
mown* (be OatcnY Uk Quart al Bmc tiatada, 
I law 1st Bo: ultra The R<*G Repim-a J 
«ble& rarnoK the Oumov Guard. J Ewhuphaa 
Palace. UJftan. hand pntfdud fry fl* frou» 
Clunk. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr K. a Word Ulley 
and Mrs C S. PlmkKt 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Brian Ward Lfllcy. of Wbppcng, 
London, and Girin PimJotl, of Wim- 
bledon, London. The marriage will 
take place quietly in the New Year. 

Birthdays 

Mrs Janet Amiersun MP, 47; Lord 
Ashley of Stoke, fonncT MP, 74; The 
Right Rev Patrick Barry, Abbot of 
Ample forth, 79; Li-Col Sir Charles 
Brown Bl, former Deputy Licu- 
| tenant of North Riding of Yorkshire, 
M; Mr Dave Brubeck, jazz musician, 
7b; Vice-Admiral Sir John CadeU, 67; 
Lord Qinl on-Da vis, former MP, 68: 
Air Marshal Sir John Curtiss, 72; Miss 
Wendy Ellis ballerina. 45; Lord Em- 
slic, forme r Lord Justice-General of 
Scotland, 77; Miss Jill Hammenley- 
Parfcer, table-tennis player, 45: Mr 
Geoffrey Hoon MP, 43: Sir Maurice 
Kay, High Court judge, 54; Miss Ti»- 
» Kennedy, interior decorator, 58; 
Mr Jonathan King, broadcaster and 
pop producer, 52; Mis Helen Liddell 
MR 46; Sir Richard Lloyd, chairman. 
Vkkere pid 68; Sir Nicholas Lyell QC 
MR Attorney General. 58: The Right 
Rev Professor Eric Mercer, former 
Bishop of Exeter, 79; Sir Martin 
Moore-Bick, High Court judge, 50; 
Mr Anthony Morey, deputy High 
Commissioner to India, 60; Mr Eric 
Newby, writer, 77; Sir George Pinker, 
gynaecological surgeon. 72; Profes- 
sor Lord Porter of Luddenham, 
Chairman of the Centre for Photo- 
roolceular Sciences, 76; Mr Keke 
RnrH-rg, motor-racing champion, 
48; Mr Richard Shepherd MP, 54: 
Ptnfcwor Sir Brvan Thwaites. former 


principal, Westfield College, London 
University, 73; Mr Charles Vance, 
actor, director and producer. 67; The 
Right Rev Peter Walker, former 
Bishop of Ely, 77; Mr Cyril Wash- 
brook, former England cricketer, 
82; Mr Peter Willey, former England 
cricketer, 47. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Chretien-Guillaume de Lam- 
oignon de Malesberbes, statesman, 
1721; The Rev Richard Harris 
Barham {“Thomas Ingnldsby”). hu- 
morist and author, 1788; Sir Francis 
Osbert Sacheverel Sitwell, writer, 
1892; Ira Gershwin (Israel Ger- 
shvin). lyricist. 18%. Deaths Anthony 
Trollope, novelist and Post Office of- 
ficial, 1882; Erast Werner von 
Siemens, inventor, 1892; Rc>y Orbi- 
son (Kelton), ringer and composer; 
1988; Don Amecbe (Dominic Felix 
Amici), actor. 1993. On this day: 
Christopher Columbus discovered 
Hispaniola (now Haiti and Domini- 
can Republic), 1492; the indepen- 
dence of Fmiand from Russia was 
proclaimed. 1917: in Halifax harbour. 
Nova Scotia, the ship Mont Blanc. 
loaded with 3,000 ions of TNT, col- 
lided and exploded, kfiling 1,654 
people, 1917; [he Irish Free Slale was 
established, 1922; war broke out be- 
tween India and Pakistan, 1971. To- 
day is the Feast Day of St Abraham 
of Kraria, St Asclla, Saints Dkmyria, 
Majolicas and ihcir Companions, St 
Gertrude the Elder and St Nicholas 
of Bari. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Mari Griffith. 
“Same Difference (i): Like it or 
not! Same sitter;, different por- 
traits - , I pm. 


Gresham College, Barnard’s ton 
Hall, London ECl: Professor Colin 
Pfllinger, “The Age and Composition 
of the Solar System”. 1pm. 

Luncheons 

Anstralia and New Zealand 
Chambers of Commerce 
Mr Graham Mirabito, Managing 
Director, Tfelsua UK, was the guest 
of honour and speaker al a luncheon 
held yesterday by the Australian 
and New Zealand Chambers of 
Commerce at the Hyatt Carlton 
Tower Hotel, London SWL Mr Bri- 
an Harris, Chairman, Australian 
British Chamber of Commeroe (UK) 
received the guests. 

Receptions 

Lord Mayor of Westminster 
The Lord Mayor of Westminster, Mr 
Robert Davis, and Mi® Carok Fran- 
co. the Lady Mayoress, hosted a re- - 
ceplion yesterday evening at City 
Hall, London SWl, before tlKLigbl- 
ing-Up Ceremony of the Norwegian I 
Christmas Tree in Trafalgar Square- 
The Queen of Norway and the Duke 
of York were among Ihose present. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
beki tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 3.38pm. 

United Synagogues: 0171-387 43Q& 
federation of Synagogues: 0181-202 
2263, Union of Liberal and Progressive 
Synagogues: 0171-580 1603. Reform 
Synagogues of Great Britain: 0181-349 
4731. Spanish and Portuguese Jews 
Congregation: 0171-289 2S73. New 
London Synagospt (MaswtiV. 0 171-328 
1126. 


Legal expenses insurer need not pay costs 


Murpby and another v Young & 
Go’s Brewery pie and another; 
Court of Appeal (Lady Justice 
Butier-Skxs, Lord Justice 
Phillips, Sir John Balcombe) 

20 November 1996 

An order for costs against a 
non-party, such as the legal ex- 
penses insurers of an unsuc- 
cessful plaintiff^ should only be 
ordered where exceptional cir- 
cumstances made it reasonable 
and just to do so. The mere foct 
that the insurers had funded 
the litigation under a com- 
mercial agreement was not 
enough to justify such an order. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal by the first 
defendant. Young & Co's 
Brewery pic, against the refusal 
of Mr Griffiths- Williams QC 
sitting as a deputy High Court 
judge on 9 May 1995, to order 
the second defendant, Sun Al- 
liance & London Insurance 
pic, to pay the first defen- 
dant's costs of an action 
brought against it by the plain- 
tiffs, Daniel Joseph Murphy 
and Christine Anne Murphy. 

The Murphys were em- 
ployed by Youngs to manage a 
public house. Youngs dismissed 
them for breach of duly. The 
Murphys brought an action 
for wrongful dismissal. Their 
claim was dismissed and 


LAW REPORT 

i ♦ 

.6 December 1996 


Youngs were awarded £16,000 
on their counterclaim togeth- 
er with almost all the exists, 
taxed at £42,806. 

The Murphys were insured 
by Sun Alliance under the 
American Express Legal Ex- 
penses plan . Their limit of cov- 
er in respect of any one claim 
was £25,000. They exhausted 
their right to indemnity in re- 
spect of this action, their own 
expenses having exceeded that 
limit. In these circumstances 
Sun Alliance denied any lia- 
bility to meet Young's costs in 
the event of the Mmpbys be- 
ing unable to do so. 

Andrew iTiRkr (Druces f- Attlee) far 
KlURgs; Smart Jsaacs QC and NcQ 
Culver {Qsbame Clarke) far Sun 

ABhmce. 

Lord Justice Phillips said that 

the jurisdiction provided by 
section 51(1) of me Supreme 
Court Act 19$1, under which 
costs “shall be in the discretion 
of the court, and the court shall 
have foB power to determine by 
whom and to what extent the 
costs are to be paid 7 ’, was not 
subject (as bad been believed) 
to an implied limitation that 
costs could only be awarded 


against those who were parties 
to the litigation: see Aiden 
Shipping Co Ltdvlnierbulk Ltd 
jl986] AC 965. 

However, an order for the 
payment of costs by a non-party 
would always be exceptional. 
The ultimate question was what 
was reasonable and just on lhe 
facts of the individual case. 

laChapman Udv Christopher 
(unreported; 23 May 1996) the 
plaintiffs recovered damages in 
excess of Om from an impecu- 
nious defendant who was cov- 
ered against liability for 
damages and costs up to £lm 
under his mother's household 
policy with Sun Alliance. Judge 
Zuckex QC ordered Sun Al- 
liance to pay the pLaimiffe’ costs. 

But it would not always be 
appropriate to order liability in- 
surers to pay the plaintiff's 
costs where they had unsuc- 
cessfully defended a claim 
against their insured if the re- 
sult would be. to render them 
liable beyond their contractu- 
al limit of cover. 

In this case. Sun Alliance had 
funded the Murphys’ litiga- 
tion under a oommerml agree- 
ment, but that seemed the only 
pound that could validly be ad- 


vanced for ordering Sun Al- 
liance to pay Youngs' costs. In 
particular: | 

1) Sun Alliance had no interest in 
the result, save insofar as this af- j 
fected their liability to pay costs. 1 

2) Sun Alliance did not initiate the 
litigation. They were contractually 
boond to fond it up to the limit o'f 
£25,000 and would have been bet- 
ter off if foe litigation had never 
commenced. 

3) Sun Alliance exercised no control 
over tbe conduct of the 
litigation. 

4) Sun Alliance could not be accused 
of “Wanton and officious in termed 
dling" in the dispute. 

Legal expenses insurance 
was in the public interest par- 
ticularly if h was on the verms 
of the cover in this case. 

An order under section 51 
that a non-party pay costs 
would only be justified when ex- 
ceptional circumstances made 
such an order reasonable and 
just. This case did not fall with- 
in any of lhe categories of ex- 
ceptional circumstances that 
might justify such an order. 

The existence of legal ex- 
pense insurance with a limit of 
cover that had been exhausted 
did not make it reasonable or 
just to order the insurer to pay 
the costs of the adverse suc- 
cessful party. 

Paul Magrath. Barrister 
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Why oh why can’t politicians get their facts right? 


■*** educated for longer and 
longer at greater public expense to 
know less and less.” Discuss. 

. Cfck Woodhead, the chief schools 
inspector, provided us yesterday with a 
text far fee educational angst of our time 
It pungently expresses the view of the 
‘Why oh why* brigade, the damour of 
Middle Engla nd which is a w hin e a gafnct 
national decline. Why oh why can’t 
graduates spell these days? Why do so 
many young people destroy their chance 
of work experience by addressing their 
request to The Independant 1 ? 

It was worrying that Mr Woodhead, a 
. public servant, seemed to be speaking 
yesterday for the right-wing ideologues 
who have laid siege to the~ educatio nal 
est ab l ishm ent. But the important ques- 
k tion is whether he is right Although he 
did not quite say so in so many words, it 
sounded as if he were saying that A-Ievel 
students “know less and less”. 

The trouble is that the principal find- 
mg of yesterdays report, commissioned 
‘ • I in response to the persistent Middle- 
English complaint that A-Ievels are get- 
ting easier, is that we don't know. The 
reason we don’t know is because hardly 
any of the candidates’ scripts have been 
kept over the past 20 years. (The excep- 
tion to this is maths, where an authori- 
tative study by the London Mathemat- 
ical Society last year found that maths 
A-levels had become easier, and that 


standards required for algebra and rea- 
soning had dropped. (However, as maths 
has always been harder to pass than 
other A-levels, thus could be defended as 
a much-needed adjustment) So Gillian 
Shephard, the Secretary of State for 
Education and Employment has 
promised to set up an archive to preserve 
the nation’s youthful outpourings, on 
one side of the paper only. 

This carelessness of record-keeping 
means we are destined not to escape the 

dreadful famiBari ty and circularity of the 

annual argument over falling standards 
every time results are published. And it 
means that Mrs Shephard is allowed to 
bamboozle people by declaring that she 
wants to return to “traditional” A-Ievels, 
with more stress on grammar and men- 
tal arithmetic rather than calculators in 
GCSEs, using the words “rigour” and 
“gold standard” as often as possible. 
These are rhetorical devices being 
bandied about in an evidence-free rone. 

So let us start with those parts of Mr 
Woodhead’s statement on the BBC’s 
Today programme for which there is evi- 
dence. More and more students are 
being educated for longer and longer. 
But he is wrong to suggest that this is 
being achieved at greater public expense. 
Spending per student has fallen. It is a 
tribute to die efficiency of our education 
system that it has been able to absorb 
such an expansion in numbers, both of 
the 16-18 age group and of over- 1 8s, on 
such limited resources. 
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However, much is wrong with the edu- 
cation system, especially in England 
and Wales rather than Scotland and 
Northern Ireland, and much in particu- 
lar is wrong with A-levels. As David 
Blunkett reminded us yesterday, the 
Prime Minister himself declared three 
years ago that the top IS per cent of 
young people in Britain were equal to 
their peers anywhere in the world, but 
admitted that the remaining 85 per cent 
“frankly are not”. Highly-competitive 
and specialised A-levels serve this top 
academic group well, but that is anyway 
not our real problem. The difficulty is 
how to broaden the base of the system 


so that it serves the not-quite-brilliant 
equally well 

Here Mrs Shephard's rhetoric is found 
wanting. Merely urging examiners to 
“take into account” use of grammar and 
mental arithmetic does not address the 
problem of over-specialisation and nar- 
row academic focus. Nor is the govern- 
ment’s other stock answer, which is tbe 
AS-level, the so-called "half” A-ievcI. so 
far promoted unsuccessfully. 

Mr Blunkett is more persuasive, 
seeking to ensure that all 18-year-olds, 
apart from those with special needs, 
achieve the equivalent of five A, B or C 
passes at GCSE. This compares with the 


two-thirds reaching the level now. Using 
this standard as a platform. Mr Blunkett 
proposes an Advanced Diploma 
awarded to 18-year-olds passing a bal- 
anced package including three A-levels 
and an AS-level or vocational qualifica- 
tion. which would ensure that all aits stu- 
dents were numerate and all scientists lit- 
erate. This would resemble the German 
Abirur (though not as broadly based ), 
which is probably a better model than the 
French baccalaureate, and is a reason- 
able way of broadening A-levels while 
being sensitive to popular anxieties 
about diluting them. 

These are the kinds of questions 
which should dominate the national 
debate on education, rather than side 
arguments about whether people should 
be' allowed to use calculators. Instead, 
yesterday’s report continued, by its very 
"mco Delusiveness, to allow the debate to 
drift aimlessly back into the obsession 
with dedining A-levcl standards. 

If there is evidence of schools “trad- 
ing down” to “easier” exam hoards, then 
Mrs Shephard - who has already said she 
“would not shrink from” cutting the 
number of exam boards - should set up 
a single national exam board. Yesterday's 
repent suggested that there was some 
such evidence, contradicting another 
report from Newcastle University last 
year, which found that standards were 
comparable across boards. Has Mrs 
Shephard promised to nationalise exam 
boards? She has not. 


Ollier amines are mu like ours. The 
assumption that high-level education has 
to he rationed is an English disease. In 
1^50. only 5 per cent ol' French children 
took the baccalaureate. Now, 50 percent 
do. In France, more and more children 
arc expected to achieve this standard 
evety year. In Germany and the Fjr East 
the assumptions are the same. The 
terms of the debate in this country have 
been changing for the better over the 
past 10 sears. Mr Shephard would be 
wrong to Mart turning her party's own 
clock back. 


Never mind 
the quality. . . 

S o. jiK'kcvN paid a retainer perforin 
less well than those who get to 
share in the proceeds of winning 
the race. Shake the biscuit tin, and 
Pavlovs dogs wag their tails. It might 
work with jockeys and dogs, hut per- 
formance pay lias signally failed else- 
where. Do we pay a director more for 
clever long-term investment, or kick- 
ing up the share price by asset -si rip- 
ping? Should we pay a faster surgeon 
more, or a lorn dri\ er? Quality of oul- 
put should mailer as much as quant itv 
- not a distinction for which jockeys (or 
dogs) are particularly famous. 
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Lawbreaking 
by police to be 
legalised 

Sir Patricia Wynn Davies 
commented on the bugging 
^provisions of the Police BjH and 
reported that Liberty had obtained 
a legal opinion that those 
provisions violated the right to 
privacy contained in the European 
Convention on Human Rights 
(“State licence to bug and burgle”, 

3 December). 

Jack Straw has argued that the . 
police have been actmgfor many 
years as if they already bad these 
powers. This illegality by the police j 
has recently been exposed by two 1 1 
cases that Liberty has been 
involved with, one of which is 
pending with the European 
Commission' of Human Rights. 

Parliamentary acceptance of the 
use of listening devices in absence 
of any real controls will make the 
situation worse. Howevermnch we 
may admire chief officers of police 
for their integrity and 
independence, crusting the police 
to police themselves is not an 
adequate safeguard. The placing of , 
listening devices by tbe police in 
the past did break the law: that is 
why they need this legislation. Who I 
was it that authorised police 
officers to do this under the bad old 
scheme? Why. chief officers of 
police of course! 

It has been argued that the new 
provisions allow for supervision by 
a judge. However, complaints wQl 
be rare because we will never be 
told we are being listened to._My 
client whose case is pending in 
Strasbourg only found out he was 
under surveillance when he moved 
his furniture to find the police had 
drilled a hole through the wall to 
insert the bug. 

The Police BQJ is of great 
constitutional significance. The 
Government and the Labour Party 
have failed to recognise this, 
presumably because they believe 
that being lough on crime requires 
them also to be tough on 
constitutional and human rights. 
Those innocent of any crime will 
be subject to its powers either 
because without independent 
controls the police will get sloppy 
or because the police, who have a 
history of gathering “intelligence” 
on those who have different 
lifestyles, political opinions or skin 
colours from the majority, need 
only ask their own boss for 
permission. 

JOHN WAD HAM 
Director 
Liberty 
London SE1 

Sir. Now. had Nixon had a Part in 
of the Police Bill ... 

PETER B J EVE LEIGH 
Bristol 

Lib Dems fear 
Labour embrace 

Sir In your report (23 November) 
of "unrest” about the idea of a 
Liberal Democrat coalition with 

Labour, you quoted one t source : as 
saving: “Mr Ashdown wffl tell the 
dissidents that the party endorsed 

his strategy... atite party 

conference in 1995 ... We 
understand their concern but they 
are a small minority of people who 

hawStie knowledge of Liberal 
Democrat feeling other than m the 
North-west region, ofwhich I have 

the honour to be president, but m 

this region, opposition to a formal 
coalition with Labour is very strong 
indeed. 



Jufe/ijfs ScgfttcrfcAZps ife afitU 'itfose 
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There is deep concern about 
joint working parties, but most of 
us are prepared to tolerate that 
provided it in noway 
compromises our independence 
as a party, even on those issues 
being discussed -but anything 
more than that, such as cabinet 
seats and propping up a Labour 
government, would be bitterly 
resented. It would be a gross 
betrayal of our party and its 
independence, and any Liberal 
Democrat MP or peer inking such 
a seat would be betraying his or 
her heritage. 

Such a move would split our 
party, with scores and scores of our 
members, of whom I would be but 
one, fallin g to renew their 
membership. It would do 
irreparable damage. 

That is why so many of my 
friends believe we should renounce 
that step now. If we do not, it will 
cost us parliamentary seats in the 
1997 election as similar suggestions 
did in 1992. 

I will always refuse to name 
names, but I know of at least four 
of our MPs opposed to a formal 
coalition, I know of at least five of 
our peers, and many of our 
prospective parliamentary 

can didates. 

Tbe only possible excuse would 
be a guarantee of proportional 
representation (not the alternative 
vote) in the first 12-month session - 
and that's like our chance of 
winning the Lottery. 

UdJcmg is acceptable. Coalition 
is suicide, merely to satisfy three or 
four egos, and we are most ■ 
definitely not a “small minority”. . 
Sir CYRIL SMITH 
Rochdale, 

Greater Manchester 
The writer was Liberal Democrat MP 
for Rochdale until 1992 


Wrong questions 
over Europe 

Sin Andrew Marr is quite right that 
“We’re having the wrong 
arguments” (4 December). One of 
these is the fimtasy argument of Sir 
James Goldsmith’s referendum 
question, which assumes that we 
can stay in the single market 
without any common regulatory 
institutions. Dismantling economic 
protection, like dismantling 
military protection, entaOs a very 
real confidence that one’s partners 
are willing to compete on equal 
terms. 

Sir James Goldsmith’s illusion is 
shared by the Prime Minister. In his 
opposition to the Working Hours 
Directive be has claimed we should 
not adopt it because we derive a 
, competitive advantage from not 
doing so. If he is right in this claim, 
j he is entitled as ruler of a sovereign 
I state none adopt it- What he is not 

entitled to do is to claim any right 
to trade in the single market at the 
same time. 

Earl RUSSELL 

Liberal Democrat Social Security 


House of Lords 
London SWl 

Sin It would not be a bad idea for 
anybody, not just Britain, to be 
outride a “ highl y-regulated, 
centralised, undemocratic and 
unstable Germanic superstate” - 
and that goes for the Federal 
Republic of Germany as well 
Andrew Mart's stab at 
demonology a la Ridley is not 


worthy of bis otherwise lurid 
observations (“We’re having the 
wrong arguments**, 4 December). 
The Federal Republic’s democratic 
institutions would not be a bad 
blueprint for any political entity 
irrespective of its geographic origin 
or construction. 

JOACHIM TANGEMANN 
Engfefield Green, Surrey 


Best deal for 
junior doctors 

i Sin Dr S A Wajed (letter, 3 
December) confuses the limits of 
hours of duty with hours actually 
worked. The New Deal sets a 
m axim um of 72 hours of duty per 
week. The 55-hour limit applies to 
the actual boors of “on your feel” 
work. 

He states that the views of the 
Junior Doctors Committee are not 
shared by die majority of junior 
doctors. That is not borne out by 
the increased numbers of juniois 
who have become members of the 
British Medical Association since 
the New Deal was agreed (69 per 
cent of all juniors in 1992, rising to 

82 per cent this year). 

We would accept that in some 
hospitals the workload while on- 
call has increased as a consequence 
of changing work practices and we 
have been able to negotiate an 
agreement with the Department of 
Health that allows doctors working 
Onerous on-call rotas to be 
transferred to flexible shift patterns 
with higher rates of overtime pay. 

It is absolutely incorrect that the 


reduction in hours has resulted in 
reduction of pay. Juniors used to 
receive 30-38 per cent of their basic 
salary for overtime hours. This has 
now increased to between 50 and 
1 00 per cent of basic salary as an 
mtegra! part of the New Deal which 
would not have been achieved 
without the reduction in hours. 
Consequently, juniors received the 
biggest real increase in pav since 
1973. 

The New Deal replaced arduous 
and inhumane working conditions 
wiLh juniors working upwards of 90 
hours per week. Tb go hack to such 
appalling arrangements would be 
to the detriment of all juniors' 
health, training and family life, to 
say nothing of the more important 
issue of patient safety. 

Dr PETER BENNIE. 

Chairperson 

Junior Doctors Committee 
British Medical Association 
London WC1 


Sue them all 

Sin As a fervent advocate of 
accountability, 1 applaud the 
acumen and initiative of the two 
teenagers pursuing damages from 
the school that allegedly failed to 
prov ide th em with their full quota 
of GCSEs (report, 2 December). 

In the interests of equity, I trust 
that pupils who approach their 
academic studies with undue levity 
and parents who deliver fractious 
offspring into myjurisdiction 
should also be subject to sizeable 
financial penalties; such reprobates 
might cause my school to be 
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relegated in the Examination 
League and deni my career 
prospects. 

LORRAINE CUMING 
Head of Sixth Ftvm 
The Misboume Schoid 
Great Musscnden. 

Bucldngjwmslun 

Sir: If the courts decide dial the 
two pupils suing their former 
scbiHil for their examination failure 
(report. 2 December 1 have no case, 
may we assume that they will ihen 
sue their solicitor for his failure to 
win the case? 

N COLLINS 
London life 


Face value 

Sin The erudite response or R N 
Robinson (letter. 30 November), 
challenges me to relate the two 
units ofbcauiy. the millihelen 
(mH). and the parthenon i P). 

Presumably the milUhelen has 
units of {ships) 1 , while the 
parthenon is presumably 
dimensionless. We can assume, 1 
think, that Athena would not have 
allowed her temple to be equaled 
with the beauty of a mere mortal, 
and would have reduced the value 
of the hclcn by the factor pi (n ) 
perhaps. 

So 1 humbly offer the Elgin 
Constant, E, (or perhaps the 
Mercouri Constant, to please our 
friends in Athens) us the 
connecting factor. 

We would then find that 
Extr x KPmH = P 
E would have the value of 1 . and 
units of (ships). The parthenon 
would then equal 3.142 miitihelens. 
Will this suffice? 

LAN C DODSWORTH 
Oxford 


Widowers face 
hardship too 

Sin I was interested to learn (“Why 
1 should give my widow's pension 
back". 4 December) that Polly 
Toynbee was entitled to a widowed 
mother’s allowance of IT 23 a week. 
I. as a widower father with two 
daughters to bring up. am entitled 
to no such allowance. 

When my wife died our net 
income was reduced by over £300 
per week and the allowance would 
have helped make up the deficit. 
Fortunately, like Ms Toynbee. I am 
gainfully employed and so do not 
have to depend on any such 
allowance and would be more than 
happy to see such resources 
directed to help those in real need 

However, those in real need 
Include many men in my situation 
who are less well paid or. like many 
widows, have chosen to stay at 
home to look after their children. 
Such men provide another example 
or the many ways in which our 
society has changed since such 
benefits were introduced. It is an 
inequality that appears to have 
been overlooked by everyone. 

Until there is equality of 
entitlement, we widowers will 
never have the option to accept or 
reject such a generous allowance. It 
would have been greatly 
appreciated if so eloquent and 
influential a widowed mother could 
have put in a good word for us as 
well. 

Dr PETER DOYLE 
Guildford. 

Surrey 


How to prevent 
food disasters 

Sin You rightly draw attention in 
your leading article of 4 December 
to the apparent conflicting 
responsibilities of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
(Maff) to both food producers and 
eonsumers.The view has been 
expressed that the conflict of 
interest contributed to the cun-ent 
BSE situation. 

This is made worse by the fact 
that the responsibilities' for food 
safety fall to nine government 
ministries. In addition to Maff. the 
Department of Health, the 
Scottish. Welsh and Northern 
Ireland Offices, the Home Office, 
the Department ofTradc and 
Industry, the Foreign Office and 
the Department of the 
Environment all have involvement 
in aspects of food production and 
food safety. In the circumstances it 
Is hardly surprising that we have 
been facing a catalogue of food 
safety disasters . 

The Chartered Institute of 
Environmental Health is one of a 
l number of bodies calling for an 
independent Food Agency, which 
could be responsible for strategic 
direction and for disseminating 
dear and accurate messages to the 
public. 

MICHAEL COOKE 
Chief Executin' 

Chartered Institute of 
Emirontnetiial Health 
London SE1 


Feverish 

Sir: 1 am not acquainted with the 
use of thermometers in all 
countries (“Diane Abbott is sorry"’. 
29 November, letter, 2 December). 
However I do recall anguished 
Italian faces as 1 plopped the 
appliance in mouth rather than 
under atcnpil. their preference. 
GEOFF YATES 
Kingston upon Thames 
Middlescx 
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Far 

Bernard 
Arnault, 
quality comes 
before cost 
That’s why he’s 
ready to pay 
over £100m for 
a small French 
vineyard. By 
Nicholas 
Faith 


The label is everything 


M ore than £120m 
is a hefty price to 
pay for a small 
farm, but that's 
the value Bern- 
ard Arnault, one of France’s 
most astute businessmen, has 
placed on Chateau cfYquem. 

Of course, Yquem, complete 
with fairy-tale chateau perched 
atop a sea of vines, is no ordi- 
nary estate. Its 260 acres of 
vines in Sauternes, 20 stiles 
south of Bordeaux, produce 
the best, and most expensive, 
sweet white wine in the world. 
Indeed, in the famous 1855 
classification of the wines of 
Bordeaux, only Yquem was 
deemed worthy of the accolade 
of Premier Cru Superieur, other 
Sauternes, and even the great- 
est clarets such as Chateau- 
Lafite, had to be content with 
being called Premiers Cru. 

Unfortunately for the own- 
ers, this nectar comes only in 
minute quantities. Whereas 
every vine producing black 
grapes yields a bottle of fine red 
wine, those at Yquem grants a 
mere glass. Moreover, in some 
years, most recently 1992, no 
wine at all worthy of the great 
name is produced and in many 
other years, less than half the 
wine produced is deemed wor- 
thy of the name. 

This is because of the extra- 
ordinary nature of the whole 
process. The concentrated qual- 
ity of the wine comes from a 
natural phenomenon called 
botrytisation, in which the 


grapes, attacked by a tiny fun- 
gus. shrivel into unappetising- 
looking raisins which have to be 
gathered one by one during a 
harvesting season that can last 
well into December. 

It's hardly surprising, then, 
that a bottle of the 1 990 vintage, 
the last to be released, is worth 
more than £100 on the Bor- 
deaux market. 

But the purchase of a major- 
ity stake in Yquem by M 
Arnault’s group, the clumsily 
named LVMH (it stands for 
Louis Viiitton-Moet Hennessy) 
is not just a nine-day wonder. It 
is a startling example of how 
profoundly French habits differ 
from those prevailing on this 
side of the Channel. Sadly, it is 
port of a trend in which the 
greatest names in Bordeaux are 
now increasingly in the hands of 
financial institutions or groups 
such as LVMH. 

In most cases, the newcom- 
ers have the funds to produce 
better wine than die previous 
owners - although Yquem has 
been brilliantly run by Comte 
Alexandre de Lur-Saluces since 
1968. 

The reason for the sale of 
Yquem, as of many other 
estates, is the diktat, dating, 
like so much else in France, 
from the days of Napoleon L 
This decrees that a parent has 
to divide the family property 
more or less equally among afi 
his or her offspring. This 
ensures that after a few gener- 
ations, shares in an estate like 


Yquem are held by large num- 
bers of distantly related cousins, 
many of whom will be for more 
interested in ready cash than in 
the exiguous dividends -indud- 
ing a few cases of the wine 
which they got as their share of 
the botxytised spoils. 

This problem has been exac- 
erbated by the vast increase in 
the value of estates such as 
Yquem. When M de Lur- 
Saluces took over the manage- 
ment of the estate in 1968, it was 
worth less than a tenth of 
today's price. Despite his suc- 
cess, it seems likely that he will 
be one of the first victims of the 
transaction. 

This is not the only way in 
which the sale marks a sad day 
for Bordeaux and has naturally 
aroused a considerable storm of 
protest. 

Yquem has been in the hands 
of a single family for more than 
400 years -for longer than any 
other estate in France. It was 
leased from the French crown 
in 1593 -having first been taken 
from King Henry VI in 1453 - 
by a M Jacques de Sauvage. 

In 1785, ins direct descendant 
Franco ise-Josephine de 

Sauvage dTquem married a M 
de Lur-Saluces. He died three 
years later, but his widow fought 
against all the odds and man- 
aged to hold on to the estate 
during the upheavals of the 
French revolution. 

Since then, successive gener- 
ations of Lur-Saluces have run 
the estate on behalf of an 


increasing number of famil y 
shareholders who, led by M de 
Lur-Saluces’s elder brother, 
have finally decided to cash in 
their profit 

The positive - and equally 
distinctively Gallic- side of the 


deal lies in Bernard Arnault’s 
reasoning. The name of the 
group he has built up with 
astonishingly deft financial foot- 
work over the past 10 years 
gives only a hint of the brands 
it covers. 


They include many of the 
great names of Champagne, 
including Moet & Chandon, 
Veuve Clicquot and Pommery 
(the latter snatched from a 
British bidder at the last minute 
ina successful attempt to ensure 


that such a proud old name 
remained in French hands). In 
Cognac, he controls Hine and 
Hennessy, the biggest name in 
the business, and Louis Vuittun 
is the most famoas name in the 
glitzy luggage business. M 



Vins extraordinaires 


W hat’s in a name? In the 
case of Rolls-Royce, 
Yves Saint Laurent. 
Faberge, the Ritz, Concorde, the 
name says it alt exclusivity, lux- 
ury and snob value. A similar 
unpalatable irony permeates 
Yquem and the world of wine. 
As Edmund Perming-RowseU, 
author of The Wines of Bor- 
deaux, likes to point out, “the 
best wines g:t poured down the 
wrong throats". The blue chip 
names may be familiar, but the 
closest most of us ever get to 
more than gawp at fancy labels 
is in our dreams. 

The fondest of French labels 
dwell in Bordeaux, where the 
prestige of the five Fnrst 
Growths is immutable. Since the 
1855 Bordeaux classification 
elevated Ch&teau Haut-Brioo, 
Lafite, Latour and Margaux to 
the head of the list, the addition 



in 1973 of Mouton-Rothsdrild 
has transformed the fob four 
into the famous five. Reclassi- 
fied alphabetically since 1973 to 
spare sensitive owners' feelings, 
each battles for try place every 
vintage. Haul-Boon is widely 
regarded as top in 1989 for 
instance, Latour in 1990. 

The classification conve- 
niently omits the famous five’s 
rivals from the right bank of Che 
Dordogne, but Chateau CbevaJ 
Kane and Ausone in St-Emilion 
command as much respect as 
Lafite or Latour and prices to 
match. Chateau Petrus, the rare 
POmerol property, is the most 
expensive of the lot Even Ftetrus 
has been eclipsed this year by a 
new Pomerol phenomenon: 
Chateau Le Pin. Gold dust 
comes cheaper than .the 1982 
vintage of Le Pin, which sold at 
Christie's New York this year to 


a Far Eastern buyer for £28,000 
a case - or £400 a glass. 

The Domaine dc ia 
Romance-Con ti, or DRC, is the 
most prestigious estate in Bur- 
gundy with Roman tie -Conti 
itself the most highly prized of 
its six wines. The DRC's 
redoubtable part-owner, 
Madame Lalou Bize-Leroy, lost 
control of the estate in a power 
struggle in 1992; her Rfchebourg 
now attains higher prices than 
all the DRC wines except for 
Romanfie-Gcmti. 

The Rbdne valley’s Her- 
mitage rivalled Bordeaux in the 
last centmy for prestige, but star 
status has only returned recently 
to the Rhdne thanks largely to 
the praise heaped oa its wines 
by the American critic, Robert 
Parker. Great older vintages of 
Paul Jabouiet's Hermitage La 
Chapelle are iiow highly prized. 


but the sky’s the limit virtually 
on day one of release for Mar- 
cel GuigaTs three top Cdie- 
Roties, La Mouline, La Lan- 
donne and La Turque. 

The glamour of champagne 
makes it the ultimate status 
symbol. According to Paul 
Bowker of Christie's, the scarcity 
value of Ktug Clos de Mesnil 
and Bollinger Vieilles Vignes 
Franqaises gives these two rare 
champagnes the edge on price. 
But Moet et Chan don’s Dora 
Perignon is the most obvious 
fashion statement in de luxe 
champagne. If DP, as its Holly- 
wood admirers call it, is con- 
sumed for its power to win 
friends and influence, Krug is 
the purring Mercedes of cham- 
pagnes, Roederer Cristal the 
elegantly crafted Lalique. 


Arnault has steadily increased 
his presence in the perfume and 
fashion world which includes 
Christian Dior, as well as back- 
ing Christian Lacroix in his rise 
to fame and fortune. 

like Yquem, all these busi- 
nesses have one common fea- 
ture. They are synonymous with 
luxury the world over, and M 
Arnault makes no secret of his 
belief that such names repre- 
sent a guarantee of long-term 
profit, if the glamour inherent 
m the name, and the mvuiupolf 
power it represents, is properly 
exploited. 

This policy involves not only 
policing the brand to ensure 
that its value is not dragged 
down by using U for inferior or 
down-market produces. It also 
means consistent long-term 
spending to improve the prod- 
ucts, and to add and promote 
“brand extensions" which can 
range us far as the stark Bar- 
bour-type jackets sold under 
Dior, a name once only associ- 
ated with perfume and haute 
couture. 

Such an approach is neces- 
sarily tong-term, for it can lake 
a decade to turn a new idea or 
a new brand into a profitable 
item on the balance sheet. 

This is where the story of M 
Arnault and Chateau Yquem 
take on relevance for the British 
economy. For British quoted 
companies, in contrast to those 
in Franco, arc inevitably domi- 
nated by the need to show the < i 


City that earnings are rising 
every three months. Hence the 


every three months. Hence the 
fact that only a handful of com- 
panies - including some m the 
drinks business - arc capable of 
nurturing brands old and new 
and thus creating a capital asset 
They are difficult to value, but 
worth more in the long run than 
the bricks and mortar beloved 
of the accountants who domi- 
nate British business. Hence, I 
fear, the absence of a British 
Arnault and a growing gap in 
the commercial armoury of 
British business. . 


Le 


Anthony Rose 


Nicholas Fatih is editorial direc- 
tor of the French magazine 
‘L 'Amateur de Bordeaux'. 


Queen Darlene comes dean 
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Y esterday, we brought you 
an extract from the 
sensational trial 
currently taking place in the - 
Nigh Court, in which Mr and 
Mrs Norbert are stung the Tory 
party for 15 years of misrule on 
the grounds that Mr Norbert 
has never had a job during that 
time and Mrs Norbert has been 
awaiting an operation since 
1985. Counsel for the Norberts 
hascatied the Queen as a 
surprise witness, on the 
ffmmds.that as it is Her 
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Majesty's Government being 
coded onto Question, sheshou 


called into question, she should 
be allowed to defend iL We join 


the case as Her Majesty takes 
the witness stand. 

Judge: May 1 say whal a 
pleasure it is to have you in 
one of our humble courts? I 
don't suppose your Majesty 
remembers, but we met 
briefly during a Buckingham 
Palace j^rden party several 
years ago... 

Queen: It is quite posable. 
One meets so many people. 
Judge Yes. I'm sure. Perhaps 
you remember my saying how 
good the begonias were this 
year... 

Counsel: M'lud? 

Judge Whal? 

Counsel: May I continue? 
Judge Oh, yes. Your witness, 
I think. 

Counsel: Now, your Majesty, 
you are, 1 think. Elizabeth ' 
Windsor, Queen of England? 
Queen: CorrecL 
Counsel: Whal is your 
occupation? 

Queen: I am Queen of 
Eng land. 

Counsel: No — I mean, whal 
do you actually do? 

Queen: 1 rule. 

Counsel: Via what agency? 
Queen: My government. 
Counsel: Ait ha! And how do 
you rate this government? 
Queen: The present 
government? 


Counsel: Yes. 

Queen: The one that has been 
in power for 15 years? 
Counsel: Yes. 

Queen: I think they stink 
worse than a kangaroo’s 
droppings. I wouldn’t trust 
them to dean up the streets 
of Sydney for fear they’d pick 
up the rubbish and sell it back 
to u& tf I found myself in a 
lifeboat with them. I'd throw 
myself to the sharks! 

Judge: Your Majesty... 

Queen: Yes? 

Judge: Forgive me asking 
you, but you am her Majesty, 
aren’t you? 

Queen: Whal makes you 
think otherwise? 

Judge: Well, you may look 
like the Queen, but you don’t 
sound much like her. You 
have something of an 
Australian tinge to your 
diction. And I don’t think the 
Queen chews gum, as you do. 
Queen: All right blast your 
eyes! You win! I’m not 'the 
Queen! Tm Darlene Hordle! 
Tm a Queen kjokalike from 
Brisbane, and I wish I’d never 
opened my mouth in your 
damned country 1 ] used to 
earn good money in Australia 
masquerading as the Queen, 
but ever since this republican 
movement got under full 


steam, they don’t want a 
Queen lookalikei, except to 
make fan of! After I was half 
pelted to death in a bun fight 
in Queensland. 1 decided to 
emigrate to Britain, where I 
could continue my career as 
the Queen, even though my 
experiences have converted 
me to republicanism! Can vuu 
imagine the personal tragedy 
of a republican trapped in a' 
Queen’s body? 

Judge: Hmra... So you have 
been coached by the 
prosecution to say these 
tilings about the government, 
have you? 

Queen: Not at all. I believe 
them devoutly, 
judge As the Queen, or ns 
Darlene Hordle? 

Queen: Both. 

Judge Hmm... tell me, Mr 
Bristleibwahe, why did you 
lead the court to believe we 
were about to receive the 
Queen, when all we got was 
Darlene Hordle of Brisbane? 
Counsel: That is all we could 
afford. m’Lud. You must 
remember that the Norberts. 
like millions of ordinary 
British families, have been 
kept impoverished by the 
actions of the Tory 
government How could they 
afford the real Queen? It is 


another indictment of this ■ 
morally bankrupt 
administration. And now I 
propose to call hundreds 
more witnesses to testify that 
this clappcd-out government 
is well past its sell-tty date, 
staggering from one crisis to 
another like the homeward 
progress of a drunkard, who 
can remember neither where 
he lives nor where he lost saw 
his front-door key! 

Judge: That’s way good. Is 
that your description or did 
you make it up? 

Counsel: Neither, m’Lud. It 
was coined by Wflfiam 
Gladstone, my Lord. 

Judge: About the present 
government? 

Counsel: I really coukklYsay. 


tn’Lud. And now I propose to 
call another member of the 
highest family in the bind. 
Call the Duke of Edinburgh. 
Duke Gday. 

Counsel: Yt»ur Royal 
Highness, dnyou ntwc as low 
an opinion of the present 
government as the previous 
witness? 

Dote Slrewth - 1 shouklsay 
so. sport! 

Judge: Just a. moment! There 
are one or two questions! . 
want to put to you, Duke..'. 
The ease continues. 
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the commentators 


Will we ever see 
the back of 
business bungs? 


O pen a newspaper any 
day and there is a 
good chance there will 
be a report about corruption 
in it. Today's quota comes 
from Irish politics, but it could 
be from anywhere in the 
world, for whether corruption 
is actually rising, concern 
about it certainly is. 

Actually, Ireland does pretty 
well on the world league of cor- 
ruption, It is equal 11th with the H(LW& 

UK, behind such paragons as n 

New Zealand, Denmark and MClt 

Singapore, but ahead of Ger- 
many, the US, France and i 

Japan, and far ahead of Italy. 

(At the bottom of this table, 
produced by an organisation 
called Transparency Interna- uTclOS 

tionai, come Pakistan, China 
and Indonesia.) frnoTrpr 

Concern is rising for several ^ J ro a ' 

reasons. The integration into 
the world economy of the Soviet 6C0HC 

Union and China has made the 
West more aware of the differ- t-i i _ 

enl ethical values of these two G0DoL6 
societies. The fact that more 
North American and Western /wnnl 

European companies are seek- <aA ~ r 

ing to do business in “new" mar- j 

kets has raised the practical GOWl 

question as to whether they 
should apply home country or nrew it 

local country ethical standards. VA/LiU 

And maybe Western companies 
have become more squeamish, 
or maybe just more hypocritical, than they used 
to be about the acceptable levels of “commis- 
sion” that they should pay to secure orders. 

Quite suddenly, there has been a string of 
conferences, academic papers and speeches 
about the costs of corruption. The International 
Monetary Fund is worrying about money’ laun- 
dering; the European Union (itself not entirety 
corruption-free) is trying to curb trans-national 
bribery, and last month James Wolfensohn, the 
president of the World Bank, attacked the cor- 
ruption of the organisation's home city, Wash- 
ington DC. Just before his speech. Mayor 
Barry, who would have been on the platform, 
slipped out of the room. 

These attacks have a common theme - cor- 
ruption makes countries and cities poorer 
than they would otherwise be. But how much 
poorer? Can you actually measure the effect? 
There are perfectly good moral reasons for 
seeking to curb conniption, which in general 
rewards the few at the expense of the many. But 
cool economics seems more likely to provoke 
change than hot rhetoric. 

There is a lot of academic work in analysing 
the sources of corruption and measuring its 
effects on economic performance, work which 
has been summarised in an IMF paper by 
Paolo Maura, and will be in a book called Cor- 
ruption and the World Economy, published by 
the Whshington-based Institute for Interna- 
tional Economics. 

Quite a lot of corruption, it seems, is caused 
by government policy. When governments 
impose regulations and give too much discre- 
tion to officials as to how these should he 
applied, they create opportunities for bribery. 
"Bade restrictions, subsidies and price controls 
all increase the scope for bribes to be 
demanded and paid. Even government indus- 
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trial policy encourages bribery 
- there is a link, apparently, 
between subsidies to manufac- 
turing and the level of corrup- 
tion. And the lower the level of 
civil service pay, the greater the 
chance that civil servants will 
seek to extract bribes. 

The effect of corruption can 
be wry big. A couple of stud- 
ies suggest that if a country 
improves its corruption per- 
Srl foraumce by 2-225 points on the 

scale of one (worst) to ten 
IG (best), it can increase invest- 

ment by 4 per cent of GDP and 
rT , boost growth by half a per- 
/Vest eentage point each year. That 
is the gap in the level of cor- 
ruption, as perceived by busi- 
liao ness people, between France 

and Denmark, or Italy and 
p/4 ovi Spain. But how on earth do you 

move a country along the scale 
. - how do you cut corruption? 

ijftXIC This is beyond the scope of 

the IMF study, but there seem 
oVvmf to be two broad approaches. 

dDOUL One is to call for tighter regu- 

lation, greater co-operation 
i yip* between governments, pressure 

kU ‘o for higher ethical standards by 

companies and so on. This is the 
Lon mainstream view, espoused by 

the political establishment, and 
there is obviously much merit in 
JU.UXI h. There is also, alas, a high level 
of hypocrisy. 

For example, I happen to 
know that one giant US company which is par- 
ticularty active in pressing for higher ethical stan- 
dards used its financial power with New York 
banks to wreck the refinancing of a much 
weaker foreign corporation. Only when the 
weaker company threatened to shop it to the 
appropriate US Federal authorities did the giant 
lay off. Beware multinationals that boast about 
ethical standards. 

There is an alternative approach, which is to 
start not by putting pressure on the payers of 
bribes, but on the recipients - often government 
officials or politicians. If one cuts capital spend- 
ing by governments, there are fewer of the large 
“white elephant'' projects which seem to gen- 
erate opportunities for bribery. Simplifying 
planning controls also helps. The amount gov- 
ernments spend on education seems to be asso- 
ciated with corruption. Though the causal link 
is not clear, it would seem common sense that 
the better-educated people are. the less thrilled 
they are when they are asked to pay bribes. The 
spread of education and in particular the cre- 
ation of an articulate middle-das helps shift the 
balance of power away from the few who can 
benefit from corruption towards the many who 
are hurt by it. That process seems, for example, 
to be happening in Mexico. 

The most hopeful view about global cor- 
ruption comes from what many would argue is 
at present the most corrupt region - the for- 
mer Soviet Union. Anatoly Chubais. President 
Yeltsin's economic guru, believes that as wealth 
spreads in Russia, market forces will inevitably 
shift the balance of power against the Mafia. 
The market becomes self-policing - good 
money will so to speak, force out bad. 1 hope 
he is right. I checked to see where Russia was 
on the corruption league. They do not even 
rank on it. 


A s we move into the sear 
sou of goodwill and tad 
taste, the children of 
Dunblane’s song, a reworked 
version of Dylan’s Knockin' on 
Heaven s Door will inevitably be 
the Christmas Number One. 
The Spice Giris have delayed the 
release of their Christmas single 
to make way for a cause you 
can't argue with but a song that 
should never have been sung. 

Should the Spice Girls, those 
supposedly empowering foxes, 
themselves choose to make a 
charity record, I would like to 
suggest that- they donate the 
proceeds to a far less popular 
cause - that .of defending 
women's rights to abortion. 

The National Abortion Cam- 
paign has to do its necessary 
work on £30,000 a year. The 
Pro-Life Alliance, which plans 
to put forward 50 election can- 
didates so that it is entitled to a 
party political broadcast, is 
clearly loaded. 

If the Spice Girls stood up and 
told us wnat they wanted, what 
they really, realty wanted, along- 
side ZigaZig AAh was a 
“woman’s right to choose”, they 
would not actually be saying 
anything terribly controversial. 

A Mori poll conducted last 
September found that 80 per 
cent supported such a view. 
The combination of Nineties 
good-time girls and clumsy fem- 
inist sloganeering would be 
worth shelling out for. But I sus- 
pect that for all their frenetic 
giri power. The Spice Girls are 
likely to remain strangely silent 
on this issue. 

They are in good company. 
Those who are pro-choice, of 
whatever political complexion, 
are on the defensive, yet instead 
of defending abortion, they 
merely refuse to talk about it, 
falling bad: on the get-out of it 
being private and personal. 


by Suzanne Moore 



ical issue, however, foritstiO rep- 
resents the symbolic right of 
women to control their own 
bodies. This is why we have to 
have this argument time and 
again, and if we are not vigilant, 
we will have to have it on terms 
set by the anti-abortionists. 

This is precisely what is hap- 
pening at the moment. The 
“pro-lifers" have been making 
the running. The arguments of 
American feminist Naomi Wolf, 
who. having recently given birth, 
wrote a piece in New Republic 
questioning the right to abor- 
tion, were immediately replayed 
here. Castigated as a heretic by 
some. Wolfs piece, though I 
disagree with much of it, 
remains a thoughtful contribu- 
tion to the discussion. 

In this country, however, the 
complexities of IVF treatments 


Political and personal silence on abortion 
speaks volumes for how the new wave of 
pro-lifers have hijacked media attention 


and the advances in genetics 
have lead to impassioned but 
often ill-informed debates about 
frozen embryos and multiple 
births and selective termination 
culminating in the horrible 
championing of Mandy ADwood 
by the anti-abortionists. 

The schoolgirl who refused to 
accept a prize from Barbara 
Pallet was presented as a mini- 
heroine. Elizabeth f^acock (pro- 
life and. incidentally, pro-hang- 
ing) gained a first reading for her 
bill designed to outlaw the pro- 
cedure known as “partial-birth 
abortion ". She claimed it was not 


known how widely this proce- 
dure is used in this country. 
Medical sources, however, esti- 
mate that this technique is used 
at most once a year here, if that. 

All these things are news 
because the anti-abortionists are 
very clever at manipulating the 
media. By focusing on particu- 
lar and sometimes harrowing 
cases, they have pushed the pro- 
lifers into arguing only on 
abstract principles, and as we 
well know, human interest is 
always more newsworthy than 
the discussion of liberal beliefs. 
The spectre of American-stylc 


Let’s play hunt the famous 


T hey were laid out across 
the front page nf Wed- 
nesday's Daily .\ruror like 
stamps in an album or butterflies 
in a glass case, the "beautiful 
middle-aged celebrities" who 
between them had received 
more than 1000 obscene letters 
over the past 12 years - Helen 
Mirren, Honor Blackman. Diana 
Rigg, Joanna Lumley, Virginia 
Bottomley, Nyrce Dawn Barter. 
Alexander Bostcdo and Brill 
Ekland. And one's first thought 
was “what taste! What a gift for 
the designer!” 

And one's second thought 
was Lhat he had done it. who- 
ever he was: he had achieved 
what he was after. Though 
i Jellified only by the usuuj 
"pervert" and “sex Fiend” 
labels, his 12 years of hard 
graft had paid off. Until now. 
h is affair with the most beauti- 
ful women in the country had 
been a murky secret known 
onlv to the women themselves 
and their families and agents. 

Suddenly, the secret is out. 
the connection is public and 
can never be disclaimed. His 
existence and his effort are 
acknowledged. He has passed 
through the looking glass into 
the land of celebrity. 

Famous and distinguished 
people have always had their 
fans and camp followers and 
hangers-on; a small proportion 
of these have probably always 
been crazy, even homkadaL their 
helpless adoration curdled by 
rejection. But the celebrity stalk- 
ers of today are as distinctive a 
product of the age of television 
and tabloid newspapers as are 
the celebrities themselves. 

The gulf between celebrities 
and their fans remains as wide 
as ever. But today, it seems 
unfair in a way it never used to 
be; unfair yet readily hridgcablc 
by’ the truly desperate. 

U seems unfair because the 


notion that the famous and 
glamourous were also heroic, 
on a morally superior plane to 
the rest of us. was jettisoned 
long ago. Hollywood gradually 
scaled down its epic stars to 
human proportions; television 
shrunk them to the size of 
puppets. You know these peo- 
ple in moTe intimate detail 
than anyone else, except your 
nearest and dearest. Yet they 
arc oblivious to your existence. 
How wrong. How unfair. So 
the challenge is to overcome 
that ignorance, to make them 
know you and then make the 
world acknowledge the con- 
nection. too. 

Stalking Ls not, however, an 
option arrived at by cold logic. 
The stalker must ’fall in love, 
or fancy himself in love: 
because unreciprocated love is 
the model, within normal, 
non-celeb human intercourse, 
of his non-relationship with 
the celebrity. And he must 
then strive to do the impossi- 
ble - to make the loved one 
love him back. 

In this way. stalking becomes 
a sinister mirror of the way 
celebrity affects ordinary peo- 
ple. A Famous person such as 
Madonna or Michael Jackson 
is thrust on our attention day 
after day. week after week - we 
arc helpless to resist or reject 
their advances, and only some- 
one who's been living on Mars 
or under a rock could have 
missed the latest whatever. 
Now the stalker turns the tables 
on the loved one. besieging 
her w ith reminders uf his exis- 
tence and his feelings. 

“The process of stalking 
forces a relationship on the vic- 
tim whether they warn it or 
not.” says Professor R J Bad- 
cock. a leading forensic psy- 
chiatrist. “It is impossible to gel 
the stalker out or one's life. 
Carrx ing out stalking activities 



Concluding his series on the 
nature of fame, 

Peter Popham examines the 
inner life of the stalker, who 
may easily become as famous 
as the object of attention 


makes people feel immediately 
successful.” 

Stalkers range in the gravity 
of their behaviour from people 
who are merely a little sad and 
obsessive to psychotic killers; 
from people such as Bernard 
Quinn and Professor Klaus 
Wagner - respectable profes- 
sional people fallen on hard 
psychological times and 
obsessed with Princesses Anne 
and Diana respectively - who 
make thorough nuisances of 
themselves but seem to pose no 
serious danger, to Robert 
Bardo, the man who shot the 
actress Rebecca Schaeffer dead 
with a single bullet when sbe 
answered the door of her Hol- 
lywood home. 

But Lhe man who epitomises 
the successful struggle of the 
stalker to clamber up to the glit- 
tering palace of celebrity 
through extreme acts is John W 
Hinckley, Jr (pictured). 

Hinckley was only one of 
many young men who became 
infatuated with the actress 
Jodie Foster in the years that 
followed her success in Taxi Dri- 
ver. It is said that she received 
3,000 fen letters a month. But 
Hinckley was determined to 
matter to Jodie with the same 
intensity (hat Jodie mattered to 
him; be wanted the two of 
them to be linked in perpetu- 
ity. The actress was now a 
freshman at Yale, so Hinckley 
visited the campus, tried (and 
once or twice succeeded) to 
reach her by phone, slipped 
notes under the door of her 
room, and tty dint of sheer 
persistence and menace finally 
began to impinge on her aware- 
ness. Hanging out around her 
dorm, he wrote in one note that 
he had “come to realize that 
I’m the topic of more than a lit- 
tle conversation, however full 
of ridicule it may be.” He felt 
“very good”, he wrote, “that 


£ u at least know my name and 
ow how I feel about you.” 
But knowledge and acknowl- 
edgement were not enough - 
ana so Hinckley set off on the 
fetal trail that led to him to imi- 
tate the behaviour of Travis 
Bickle, the Robert de Niro char- 
acter in Tax Driver, buying guns 
and shooting President Reagan. 

Hinckley is a schizophrenic, 
and at his trial was found not 
guilty by virtue of insanity. Bur 
his grasp of the significance of 
what he had achieved, 
expressed in a letter written 
after the trial to Stuart Taylor 
Jr of The New York Times , was 
astonishingly lucid. 

“Jodie Foster may continue 
to outwardly ignore me for the 
rest of my life but l have made 
an impression on- that young 
lady that will never fade from 
her mind,” be wrote. “I have 
made her one of the most 
famous actresses in the world. 
Everybody but everybody 
knows about John and Jodie. 
We are a historical couple 
whether Jodie likes it or not 
“At one time. Miss Foster 
was a star and I was an insignif- 
icant fan. Now everything is 
changed. I am Napoleon and 
she is Josephine. 1 am Romeo 
and sbe is Juliet I am John 
Hinckley Jr and she is Jodie 
Foster. The world can’t touch 
u$. Society can't bring us 
down.” 

It’s totally crackers. But in 
terms of the way modern 
celebrity can be achieved, 
Hinckley’s analysis is also stag- 
geringly clear-sighted - Jodie 
Foster did indeed become far 
more famous after Hinckley’s 
assassination attempt; her 
name will always be shadowed 
by his. And by dint of bloody- 
minded determination, by dint 
of madness, Hinckley has 
placed himself among the 
immortals. 


abortion politics is more media- 
sexy than the findings of opinion 
poUs showing that most people 
accept a woman's right to legal 
abortkm. 

Why, then, are we frightened 
into silence on this issue? Are wc 
in danger of believing the pro- 
life propaganda that says any 
public figure who defends abor- 
tion is taking huge electoral 
risk? It seems that we are, and 
as we do so, pro-lifers are gain- 
ing ground. 

Last month’s Mori poll for 
Marie Slopes and The National 
Abortion Campaign received 
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little coverage, perhaps 
because what it revealed is 
that abortion is not an electoral 
issue - 72 per cent of both con- 
servative and Labour support- 
ers said that a candidate's 
stance on abortion would not 
alter the way they voted. 

Why are politicians running 
scared? Just as women are made 
to feel ashamed for having abor- 
tions, so too are politicians 
ashamed of even raising the 
issue. It appears that Tony Blair 
has made it plain that he does 
not want abortion raised as an 
issue in the election. This is 
cowardice. We have had neorty 
30 years of legal abortion in this 
coanuy and this is supported by 
both sexes. 

Men as well as women need 
now more than ever to speak up. 
Instead of defending a fax from 
perfect situation or being cow- 
ered by the new wave of pro-lif- 
ers. we should be considering 
what to do 30 years on from the 
I9o7 Act As 1997 is also the year 
of a general election, this looks 
unlikely, but we must take the 
initiative. The 1567 Act was con- 
cerned with protecting doctors 
as well as helping women. Thirty 
years on, we need an act to 
enshrine the principle of abor- 
tion on request for women in the 
first trimester. This is hardly 
radical - it is already the law in 
several European countries. 

Abortion may be a private 
experience but it is a common 
enough one for most of us to 
have been through it or know 
someone dose who has. Yet 
personal guilt translates into 
political silence. Nobody is tri- 
umpbalist about abortion but it 
is a fact of life. Refusal to 
recognise this leads to private 
misery and public shame and 
the pretence that by not men- 
tioning it, somehow we can get 
away with k. 

By not tafldngpOHtivety about 
this hard-won right, we arc con- 
demned to live in fear of those 
who would take it away. The 
quiet acceptance of women's 
rights in this area by the major- 
ity Is misinterpreted as uncase. 
The politicians and the media 
are more concerned with the 
views of a few well-funded moral 
absolutists. 

Now is the time for those who 
are pro-choice to make enough 
noise so that even those skilled 
at turning a deaf ear finally 
realise that votes are not to be 
won by risking women's rights 
and women's lives. If the poli- 
tics of the anti-abortion lobby 
depend on fear fuelled by 
embarrassment and shame, 
then surety nothing benefits 
them more than our silence. 
And that is what we should be 
afraid of. 
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National Power faces £200m pension repayment 


Chris Godsmark 

Bu siness Correspondent 

National Power could be asked 
to repay more than £200ra it re- 
moved from its employees' pen- 
sion scheme in just one of a 
deluge of claims Gkeiy to hit the 
privatised electricity companies, 
following a landmark ruling from 
the Pensions Ombudsman. 

A spokesman for the cam- 
paign representing pension 
fund members was last night 
writing to all the electricity 
companies to ask for surplus 


cash taken out of the schemes 
for the employers' benefit to be 
replaced. The sum involved is 
thought to exceed £500m. 

It also emerged yesterday 
that most electricity firms had 
taken surplus cash out of their 
pension funds, which are part 
of the main Electricity Supply 
Pension Scheme, twice, once af- 
ter an actuarial valuation in 
1992 and once in 1995. 

The claim follows the provi- 
sional judgement by Dr Julian 
Farrand, the ombudsman, in a 
case brought by two National 


Grid pensioners. The company 
had derided to allocate 7U per 
cent of a £6 23m surplus to it- 
selC some of which went to fund 
voluntary redundancy and ear- 
ly retirement payments. The 
other 30 per cent wen to en- 
hance pensions benefits. 

Dr farrand said the Grid had 
misused the pension fund sur- 
plus, because the scheme’s rules 
stated the surplus could not be 
paid to the employer. 

The biggest bill could be 
faced by National Power, which 
is thought to have used £l76m 


to fund early recrement payouts 
out of a £303m surplus m 1992. 
In the second pension fund 
valuation last year National 
Power had a surplus erf £73.7m 
which it said at the time would 
be held in the scheme and lat- 
er used to fund early retirement 
costs. National Power refused 
to comment yesterday. 

Of the other companies fac- 
ing huge bills, Nuclear Electric 
could have to repay £70m, while 
FowcrGen could have to find 
£59.4m. In ail cases the com- 
panies would have to pay in- 


terest on top at 8 percent a year. 

Peter Woods, from solicitors 
Stephens innocent, which rep- 
resented the National Grid 
pensioners, said: “The impact 
of this win be hotrcadoos for the 
companies. I don't know how 
much money these guys have 
got, but this judgement must 
have an impact on their balance 

sheets.” 

Jack Taylor, a director of the 
Association of Electricity Sup- 
ply Pensioners, said he would 
ask trustees of all the funds in- 
volved. to apply to the High 


Court to establish whether the 
judgement applied to them. In 
any case the companies are 
likely to take the matter to court 
if Dr Farrand confirms his find- 
ings when he publishes his final 
judgement in the National Grid 
case in three weeks. 

The campaigners have also 
been fighting to remove varia- 
tions in benefits offered hy dif- 
ferent schemes since the 
industry was split up after pri- 
vatisation. MiTaylor, a former 
marketing director of the Elec- 
tricity Council, said any sur- 


pluses returned hy the compa- 
nies should be used for this pur- 
pose- .. . . 

He said: “We were all in the 
same scheme before privatisa- 
tion but when it later came to 
sharing out these surpluses 
some got benefits and others 
didn't. If they put the money 
back which they've taken out 
they should use it to restore eq- 
uity for the pensioners.” 

A spokesman for the scheme 
spid the ruling was being scru- 
tinised but dedmed to comment 
further. 


Gas surprises 
with £ 293 m deal 
on take-or-pay 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

British Gas directors yester- 
day attempted to put past dis- 
asters behind them as they 
brought forward plans to split 
the company in two, and 
revealed the first successful 
renegotiation of part of the 
company’s £40bn worth of take- 
or-pay contracts with North 
Sea oQ and gas producers. 

Describing the news as “a 
defining event in the history of 
British Gas”, Richard Gior- 
dano, chairman, said the de- 
merger of British Gas’s supply 
business would now take place 
on 17 February, two months ear- 
lier than originally planned. 

Shareholders, including more 
than L5 million small investors, 
or Sids, will vote at an extraor- 
dinary general meeting on 12 
February, just over 10 years af- 
ter the group's landmark pri- 
vatisation. The new company, 
which will supply 20 million do- 
mestic customers and run the 
huge Morecambe Bay gas field, 
is to be called Centrica, though 
it will continue to use the British 
Gas name for its residential sup- 
ply business. Shareholders will 
get one Centrica share for every 
British Gas share they hold. 

Directors of the new business, 
led by Roy Gardner, chief ex- 
ecutive, aid they chose the 
name from a shortlist of three 
because it was modem and dy- 
namic. The remainder of British 
Gas will be renamed BG PLC 
and will run the pipeline net- 
work and all oLher gas explo- 
ration and production business, 
apart from the Morecambe Bay 
gas field. 

One surprise was that Dame 
Stella Rimingion, the former 
head of the security service 


MI5, would jorn the board as a 
non-executive director. This 
follows her appointment last 
week to the board of Marks & 
Spencer as a non-executive di- 
rector. 

The first completed take-or- 
pay contract renegotiation is 
with the oil giant BP. It also in- 
volves internal contracts to buy 
gas which British Gas has with 
its own subsidiaries. It wfl] cost 
the company £293m in com- 
pensation payments which will 
hit the next quarters profits. 

Mr Giordano would not say 
how much of the cash would go 
to BP, though it is thought to be 
more than kill He said the deal 
represented about 10 per cent 
of the contracts which the com- 
pany “wanted to do something 
about”. It is thought that an- 
other one or two big renegoti- 
ations will come in the next 
couple of months, probably in- 
volving either Shell or Fsso. 
British Gas did not discount the 
possibility that these n-y in- 
volve an oil producer being 
given some of the assets of the 
Morecambe field. 

Only a week ago British Gas 



Dame Stella Ffimington: Will 
be a non-executive director 


revealed the take-or-pay burden, 
which involves the company 
paying around 20p a therm for 
its gas, a third more than the 
market rate, had cost the com- 
pany £294 in three months. Un- 
der the renegotiated deal, 
contracts to buy 2.8 billion 
therms of gas will be terminat- 
ed, while 13.5 billion therms will 
be fixed at a lower price. 

Both companies face severe 
challenges after the demerger 
takes place. Centrica must re- 
store customers' faith in its ser- 
vice standards after having to 
spend £80m this year to combat 
problems with its h illing and 
telephone inquiry systems. 

It will also have to fight to re- 
tain its share of the domestic 
market when it is opened to full 
competition in 1 9S8. Mr Gard- 
ner said he was looking at 
forming alliances with other 
firms to mount an assault on the 
electricity market after full do- 
mestic competition in two years' 
time. 

The other business, BG, will 
take over the fight with the in- 
dustry regulator, Clare Spottis- 
woode, over her proposals for 
stiff price controls on its pipeline 
charges. The issue is being in- 
vestigated by the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission. 

If BG loses, it could reduce 
its after-tax profits by as much 
as £40Qm, Much would mean in- 
vestors would be unlikely to be 
paid any dividend for several 
years. In addition Centrica 
shares, which analysts expect to 
trade at between 30p and 6Qp. 
will not pay a dividend for the 
immediate future. 

However British Gas forecast 
it would pay a final dividend for 
the second half of the year of 
8.1p, the same as last year. 

Comment, page 25 



Mary Walz: Is also battling to clear her name with the Securities and Futures Authority 

Ex-Barings executive loses 
claim for £500,000 bonus 


Louise Jury 
aid J3I Treanor 


Mary Whiz, the former Barings 
executive, bas lost her daim for 
a £500,000 performance bonus 
that was awarded just hours be- 
fore the bank’s coDapse last year 
but was never paid. 

An industrial tribunal at 
Stratford, east London, ruled 
yesterday that Ms Vfalz had no 
contractual or non-con tractual 
rights to the money. 

Ms Vfelz, 36, an American liv- 
ing in London, claimed she 
was praised as “a star” by An- 
drew Tudrey, the former deputy 
chairman of Barings, when he 


handed her a slip of paper con- 
firming the bonus in February 
1995. Just 13 hours laier. the 
dealing? of Nick Leeson, the 
rogue trader, brought down 
the bank with losses of £860m. 

Ms "VfyJz said previous bonus- 
es had never been linked to the 
bank's profits. But ING, the 
Dutch financial services giant 
which rescued Baring in March 
1995, argued she was one of the 
senior managers responsible 
for Leeson, who is serving six- 
and-a-half years in a Singa- 
pore jail for his illegal trading. 

It said the agreement was in- 
formal and since the bank col- 
lapsed the next day, there was 


no profit-sharing pool from 
which she could be paid. 

Ms .Walz said yesterday she 
and her lawyers bad believed 
her meeting with Mr Tuckey in 
February 1995 had “amounted 
to more than just a casual in- 
dication of ray compensation”. 

Bui die said: “I put the ques- 
tion before the tribunal for the 
obvious purpose of seeking its 
independent review and to at- 
tempt to isolate what was strict- 
ly an employment ssue from ihe 
complexities of the tragedy of 
the collapse of Barings.” 

“Having put the question to 
the tribunal, I now accept and 
respect its decision,” she said. 


ING Barings declined to com- 
ment yesterday. However, one 
banking source expressed relief 
at the decision. “It says en- 
couraging things about ac- 
countability. There are those of 
us who thought it was a cheeky 
thing to do,” one banker said. 

Ms Walz is also battling to 
clear her name with the Secu- 
rities and Futures Authority, the 
City regulator which has 
brought charges against her in 
connection wuh the collapse of 
the bank. In addition, many for- 
mer Barings executives, in- 
cluding Ms Walz, are being 
sued by Cbopers & Lybrand, the 
auditors of Barings. 


Bank to 
push for 
another 
interest 
rate rise 


Yvette Cooper 


Eddie George. Governor of 
the Bank of England, yesterday 
gave another wiled warning flat 
the Treasury remained too com- 
placent about the chances of ris- 
ing inflation in the next couple 
of years. He indicated that the 
Bank would soon push for a fur- 
ther increase in interest rates. 

Giving evidence to the House 
of Commons Treasury Select 
Committee about lust week’s 
Budget, the Governor said: 
“The Treasury's assumption^’ 
arc more optimistic than the' 
Bank’s forecasts." Mr George 
reiterated the Bank’s view that 
inflation would start to rise late 
next year and early 199R, in con- 
trast to the Treasury's Red Book 
forecast that inflation would 
stay at 15 per center below for 
the" next three years. 

Signalling the Bank's inten- 
tion to push for an interest rate 
increase in the near future, he 
said: “Some further rate rise will 
be required at some point in or- 
der to give us a better than even 
chance of achieving the inflation 
target." The Government's tar- 
get for inflation is 2.5 per cent 
or below by the General Elec- 
tion and beyond. 

However, the Governor 
dampened speculation that the 
economy was on the brink of 
dangerously overheating. Asked 
bySek 


lect Committee members 
whether the economy w.is head- 
ing for a 19R0s-stylo economic 
boom, he replied:"** No - not ai 
Eightics-type boom. That’s tallfc 
mg about intensity." 

Meanwhile new evidence on 
retail sales and car sales added 
support to the view that infla- 
tionary pressures had not yet 
taken on. The Society of Mo- 
tor Manufacturers reported 
that new car registraikms in No- 
vember this year fell 5.4 per cent 
compared to November last 
year, from 143.055 to 135,342. 

The Confederation of British 
Industry's monthly survey ol 
Distributive Trades’shtmvXihai 
sales and prices rose less fast in 
November than in October. 
The Distributive Trades survey 
takes evidence from retailers 
across the country and measures 
the balance between the num- 
ber of companies going positive 
answers and the number giving 
negative answers. The balance 
of firms reporting increased 
ssdes compared to a year ago fell 
from 55 per cent in October to 
48 per cent in November. 

Alistair Eperon, chairman 
of the CBFs Distributive Hades 
panel said: “Based on the evi- 
dence of the survey, interest 
rates should remain' on hold.” 


Brent Walker finance man convicted 


Jil Ikeanor 

Banking Correspondent 

A former finance director of 
Goldcrest, once the film-making 
subsidiary of Brent Wilker, was 
convicted yesterday of attempt- 
ing to pervert the course of jus- 
tice by organising a wide ranging 
cover up of the Brent Vfcflcer 
profits fraud. 

Donald Anderson. 43, creat- 
ed false documents between Au- 
gust 1988 and October 1990 to 
cover up£19m of bogus profits 
reported by Brent Wfclker be- 
tween 1984 and 1987, the pros- 
ecution said. He was also 
involved in the laundering of 
£19^m through the Bahamas 
and the Isle of Man. 

Anderson was remanded in 
custody last night to await sen- 
tencing, possibly today. 

Anderson, a New Zealander, 
fled the country during the 
course of interviews with the 


Serious Fraud Office in 1992 
and did not return until last 
November. 

Warrants for his arrest were 
issued in January and March 
1993 and he should have been 
a defendant in the first Brent 
Walker trial in 1994 in which 
George Walker, the leisure 
firm's founder, was acquitted of 
theft charges. 

In the first trial the SFO se- 
cured the conviction of Wilfred 
Aquilina. Brent Wtilker’s former 


finance director, on one count 
of supplying false information 
to accountants. 

Aquilina was fined £25,000 
and given an 18-month sus- 
pended prison sentence. John 
Quested, the former managing 
director, pleaded guilty to mis- 
leading the SFO and was given 
a nine-month suspended sen- 
tence and a £30,000 fine. 

Allegations about the ac- 
counting policy within Brent 
Walker's film division first sur- 


faced in The Independent in 
August 1988. 

Brent Walker had hoped that 
success in the film division 
would fuel the group's growth. 
But worries about the divi- 
sion's accounts stopped the 
group being able to raise money 
through a rights issue and it had 
to rely heavily on borrowings. 

The SFO^case resteo?oiuhe 
assumption that Brent Walker 
had funded its profits itself. It 


Two directors of the firm that administered 
Queens Moat Houses’ share register were 
sentenced yesterday to 120 hoars of comm unity 
service, after being convicted of insider dealing 
in the company's shares, writes Jill Heanor. 

They were also ordered to pay £7,500 to the 
Department of Tkade and Industry in costs.. 

Geoffrey At kinson and John Hawfcsbj^ former 
employee directors of White Rose Registrars of 
Kettering, were found guilty at Middlesex 
Crown Co ant on I November of three offences 
of insider dealing under Ct&e Company Securi- 


ties (Insider Dealing) Act 1985. White Rose Reg- 
istrars was the Kettering Gnn which at that time 
kept QMH's share register The two men dealt 
in the shares after acquiring unpublished, 
price-sensitive information about instructions 
sent fry QMH's finance director relating to the 
payment of dividend warrants, just before QMH 
was br ou ght to its knees in 1993 by £lbn of debt. 

The DTI confirmed yesterday it would not rriiy 
Douglas S win den, a former director of Eastern 
Electricity; on insider dealing charges, after a jmy 
foiled to agree a verdict earlier this week. 
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gave the impression that it was 
making sales to third parties, 
which, m reality, were part of the 
Brent Wilker group. This cre- 
ated the illusion of profit 

The SFO claimed last night 
that Anderson was paid by 
Brent Walker for covering up 
the fraud. On at least three oc- 
casions he collected bearer 
bonds and cash totalling 
£750,000 from Geneva which 
had been laundered through the 
Bahamas and Liechtenstein. 

“It is ... a sad case that a man 
with obvious intelligence ... 
should have so misused his 
talents out of financial greed 
and personal ambition.” Peter 
Rook, QC, prosecuting for the 
SFO said during the trial. 

Anderson had confessed to 
Freddie Fisher CEL a director at 
Goldcrest, who become a key 
prosecution witness. 

The foal at Southwark Crown 
Court, opened on 2 October. 


Hanson spends £ 150m on 
splitting business into four 


Magnus Grimondf ; 

Hanson yesterday revealed that 
the bill for splitting the indus- 
trial conglomerate into four 
parts would amount to £150m, 
but said the cost had fallen from 
an estimate made in August, 
listing documents sent out in 
the summer with details of the 
demerger of Imperial Tobacco 
and Millennium Chemicals 
gave an expected figure of £95m 
for the four-way split 
Yesterday, the group .raid 
the total cost would be £150m, 
of which £78m related to fees 
and other charges relating to the 
transfer of bonds to the new 
companies. Christopher Cbflins, 

executive voce chairman, said the 

£72m which directly related go 
die d eme rge r was tower than the 
original estimate. Hanson said 
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professional fees accounted for 
around a third of that figure. Im- 
perial Tobacco yesterday re- 
vealed that the cost of its 
demerger had been £7m. 

The news came as Hanson an- 
nounced record profits of 
£1.81m for its last year before 
the break-up. Lord Hanson has 
announced his intention to step 
down as chairman next year. He 
described the share price per- 
formance over the past year as 
“very disappointing". 

. The figures were boosted 
from a prior year figure of 
£1.23 bn by £633m of gains on 
the. conglomerate's £2.1bn dis- 


posal programme announcer 
year ago, which the chief ext 
utive, Derek Bonham, said h 
exceeded expectations in h: 
the expected time. 

There was also a £193m i 
lease of provisions from 
charge set up to pay clean-i 
costs of chemically contan 
nared land in the US follow!: 
its acquisition of the Bcaz 
building and aggregates groi 
in 1991. Hanson said the cut 
provisions came after it had c 
tablishcd better remedial ii 
procedures. 

Investment column ai 
Imperial results page 



Win Seven Seas GLA Supplements 

Seven Seas Evening Primrose 

Oil. phis Starflower oil, or 
Seven Seas Pure Starflower Oil 
are ideal to help counteract the 



symptoms of PMS, menopause, 
and skin problems, as well as 
for general goad health and 
wellbeing. It’s die Gamma 
linolerdc acid (GLA) m these 
oils that gives such positive 
health benefits. Every woman 
needs to find die level of GLA 
that best suits her individual 
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Seas, experts in vitamin 
supplementation, produce a 
comprehensive range of GLA 
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Above-board ways to tap company pensions 


r T\icky 
X uearl 


things, pensions. The Maxwells 
nearly went to jail for misusing pension 


COMMENT 


fund assets but there has always been a per- 

their 


To move from 
declaring the National 
Grid case a misuse of 
funds to saying that 
companies should 
not be allowed to 
take surpluses 
would, however, 
be a mistake' 


fectly legal way for companies to get 
hands on their pensioners' money. This is to 
get the actuaries to dedare that there's more 
money in the fond than is required to meet 
expected liabilities, and then simply swipe 
the surplus, or at least take a prolonged hol- 
iday from contributions. For obvious reasons 
this has always been contentious but It 
hasn’t stopped companies doing it with 
abandon. Now along comes the Pensions 
Ombudsman, Dr Julian Fhnand, to say that 
in at least one case, that of the National 
Grid, this should not have happened. 

A number of the other privatised utilities 
are in exactly the same position, so Dr Ear- 
rand's adjudication plainly has quite far 
reaching implications. All the same, this is 
a bit of a special case. The terms of the 

scheme specifically disallowed die use of any 

surplus for the employer's benefit. So what 
the Grid did was to use its share of the sur- 
plus for the benefit of employees - or 
rather, to pay early retirement and other 
benefits to those it was making redundant. 
Since these were costs which the Grid 
would otherwise have had to meet from its 
own resources, the Ombudsman has rightly 
declared this a misuse of funds. 

To move from declaring this particular 
case a misuse of funds, to saying that com- 
panies should not be allowed to take 


surpluses, point, would, however, be a mis- 
take. Most occupational pension schemes 
are not the sole property of the employees, 
though it is easy to see why they should think 
this. Typically, the employer will enter into 
an open-ended liability to meet promised 
benefits. That, in turn, obviously gives him 
certain rights of ownership. Certainly there 
should be a quid pro quo entitlement to any 
surplus in the fond. 

Occupational pension schemes are a 
dying industry with most companies keen to 
move their employees on to straight money 
purchase personal pensions. But there’s a 
long tail to be worked out before compa- 
nies finally shrug off their pensions inheri- 
tance. Judging by this case and others like 
it, there’s plenty to keep the lawyers occu- 
pied with yet. 


How low inflation can 
compound errors 


ere is what looks at first sight like a 
straightforward GCSE question; if you 
buy a computer with 500 megabytes of bard 
disk memory for 20 per cent more than you 
paid a year ago for an old older machine with 

price inflatiem? In the hands of economists, 
however, such questions have been turned 
into a whole new and hi ghl y contentious area 
of academic study. 


This week the eminent economist Michael 
Boskyn claimed that US inflation has been 
overstated by about LI per cent a year as a 
result of such improvements in quality. In 
the UK, the Bank of England has estimated 
the overstatement at between 035 and 0.8 
per cent. Roger Bootle of HSBC says most 
economists come up with figures around 1 
percent. 

Meanwhile, the Office of National Sta- 
tistics, with typical statisticians' caution, 
believes it is probable, though Dot certain, 
that there is some overstatement built into 
the RPI, but t hinks it is nowhere near the 
topof the Bank's range. 

The main measurement difficulties are 
that there is a continual improvement in the 
quality of goods and services, consumers are 
becoming increasingly sophisticated in 
chasing special offers and they are also prone 
to substitute one product for another when 
the price changes. The ONS is in the middle 
of a Dig project to refine collection and mea- 
surement, which may include allowances for 
quality improvements in products such as 
cars, computers and audiovisual equipment 

The debate is of more tha,i academic 
interest however. Any overstatement hardly 
mattered when inflation was 10 per cent but 
when it is around 23 per cent a small error 
looms large. If inflation has been overstated, 
it also means dial economic growth has been 
consistently understated, baa use too large 
an amount has been deducted from the 


national product when adjustments are. 
made for prices. Furthermore, indexing of 
tax and benefit is also profoundly affected 
by any adjustment to the inflation measure. 
There is thus a' powerful incentive to the 
Treasury to eliminate any upward bias in the 
figures. 


New name, same old 
problems at British Gas 


B ritish Gas will be hoping thax a new 
name marks a new beginning, but for Sid 
the misery goes on and on. Investors were 
given a lot to take yesterday with a whole 
string of announcements, not least the new. 
name for the supply business, “Centrica”. 
Directors say this was easily the best of three 
possible choices by the leading marketing 
consultancy, Interbrand, which was paid 
£250,000 for its services. In truth, Centrica 
is no worse than any of the other recent 
rebranding exercises. Who thought much of 
the name “Zeneca” when ICI -unveiled it a 
few years ago? “Concert", the new name for 
British Telecom, hardly sets the pulse rac- 
ing either. 

But behind the new facade, the same old 
problems remain. Centrica's first task is to 
restore public confidence in service 
standards as well as attempt to field the 
onset of competition in its core domestic 
supply business. The new board, assisted 


by a sensible choice of non-executive 
directors such as -WH Smith head Bill 
Cockbum, will undoubtedly work like mad 
to keep the company’s market share 
above 50 per cent. Even so, Centrica 
shareholders will have to wait a very long 
time for their first dividend. 

Which leaves “BG Pic", the pipeline 
operation entailed in a bitter row with 
Ofjgas over pipeline charges. If it loses in the 
Monopolies Commission lottery, then the 
company claims it would wipe £400m off 
after tax profits. Last year it only made 
£39 lm after tax, so Sid can kiss goodbye to 
much of a dividend there aswelL Even if BG 
comes off better than expected, the dividend 
is still going to be cut. 

. So it was no surprise that yet again yes- 
terday British Gas was playing down any 
possibility that the demerger will realise 
additional value for shareholders in the 
near future. Who knows? British Gas’s 
screams of pain may be little more than 
bluff, the case as presented for consump- 
tion by the MMG Perhaps there are huge 
hidden costs which can be cut out, unlock- 
ing real value for shareholders. Then again, 
look what happened the last time British 
Gas slashed staff numbers: too many peo- 
ple left and service standards suffered. The 
shares may look oversold for the moment, 
but Sid is going to have to wait quite a while 
to see them return to anywhere near their 
former glory. 


Grand Met plans 
£lbn buy-back 


Patrick Tooher 


The list of companies looking 
to return cash to investors grew 
further yesterday when Grand 
Metropolitan, the Burger King 
to Haagen-Dazs food and 
drinks group, said it was con- 
sidering plans to buy back up to 
10 per cent of its shares. 

“Share buy-backs are on the 
agenda, though they have not 
yet been approved by the 
board,” said Gerald Corbett, 

A Grand Met's finance director. 

: ' Mr Corbett said no decision on 
the timing of the buy-back bad 
yet been taken, though Grand 
Met plans to seek shareholder 
approval for the scheme at its 
next annual meeting in March. 

Analysts said falling debt 
levels could mean up to £lbn 
would be available for distribu- 
tion to shareholders in 1998 
once complicated tax consider- 
ations bad been ironed out In 



cent rise m full year pre-ex 
ceptional profits to £965 m, in 
line with market estimates. 

But the shares dosed 103p 
lower at 446p as analysts scaled 
back their 1997 forecasts by 
£50m to around £lbn to take ac- 
count of sterling's recent 
strength against the dollar. 
Some 70 per cent of Grand 
Met's profits are denominated 
in the US currency. 


Cable & Wireless has named 
Robert Lerwill as its new fi- 
nance director. He succeeds 
Rod Olsen who was promoted 
to deputy chief executive in July. 

Mr Lerwill, 44, is currently fi- 
nance director of WPP, the ad- 
vertising group which controls 
OgQvy & Mather and J Walter 
Thompson agencies. 

Mr Lerwiff joined the WPP 
main board in 1986 and in ad- 
dition to his finance responsi- 
bilities was also closely involved 


C&W appoints finance chief 


ha< 


Communicatio ns subsidiary 


in acquisitions and investor re- 
lations. 

Cable & Wireless chief ex- 
ecutive Richard Brown said: “I 
am delighted Robert is joining 
us. His recognised experience in 
international financing will be 
an obvious asset to us." 

In his 10 years at WPP Mr 

Lerwill was involved with two in- 


temational refinancings in- 
volving up to 35 banks each 
time. He worked for accoun- 
tants Arthur Anderson for 10 
years, induding spells in South 
Africa, Russia and the Middle 
East. . 

In his place WPP has 
promoted Paul Richardson to 
the finance director position. 


He was previously deputy fi- 
nance director and group 
treasurer. 

Mr Richardson, who is 39, 
joined WPP threeyeais ago as 
group treasurer after six years 
with Hanson. He was previously 
with Beecham Group. 

Cable & Wireless also an- 
nounced yesterday that its Mer- 


BT over number portability. 
Customers who want to conned 
directly to the Mercury network 
will soon be able to do so with- 
out having to change their tele- 
phone number. 

Mercury will introduce single 
line geographic number porta- 
bilily early next month for cus- 
tomers in Northern Ireland. It 
will be rolled out nationally dur- 
ing 1997. 


The figures induded good 
Pillsbury, 


Looking to return cash: 
Chairman George Bull 


rowings feu by £633m to £L7bn, 
representing almost three-quar- 
ters of shareholders’ funds. 

It is highly unusual for a 
company with such high gear- 
ing levels to consider a Stare 
buy-back. But Mr Corbett in- 
sisted Grand Met's financial po- 


sition was strong, with operat- 
ing profits covering the £190m 
annual interest bm a comfort- 
able six times. 

News of the plans came as 
Grand Met drew a line under 
its acquisitive past. Dismissing 
speculation that GrandMet was 
poised to swoop for Guinness 
or even Dutch group BoIsWes- 
sanen, recently appointed chief 
executive John McGrath said: 
“We are not looking for big ac- 
quisitions, whether it is a drinks 
business or a food business." 

Mr McGrath was speaking af- 
ter Grand Met posted a 6 per 


performances from 
'the US baked goods business, 
and the IDV spirits divisoa, but 
Burger King was hit by the BSE 
scare in Britain and Germany, 
costing Grand Met around 
£10m in lost profits. 

Overall, profits from the 
Burger King operations, ex- 
cluding refranchising profits - 
were flat at £165m. 

At the pre-tax level, profits 
T fell by 58 per cent to £388m fol- 
lowing a £550m exceptional 
charge taken on the sale of 
Fearle, the US eye-care spe- 
cialist, and some of its Euro- 
pean food burinesses. 

Yesterday Grand Met also an- 
nounced the sale of its Hoffman 
Menu food group to a German 
management team for £50m. 

Investment Column, page 26 


Hughes to auction defence 
and aerospace divisions 


David Usbome 

New York 


Hughes Electronics, founded by 
the legendary eccentric Howard 
Hughes and now pan of General 
Motors, may shed its heritage as 
America's one-time leader in de- 
fence innovation by auctioning 
its military systems and aerospace 
divisions for a price that could 
reach $8bn (£5bn). 

Such a sale would give fresh 
impetus to the consolidation 
process that has transformed the 
defence industry in the US 
since the end of the Cold War. 
Companies seen as the most 
likely bidders for the Hughes 
businesses include McDonnell 
Douglas, Northrop Grumman 
and Raytheon. 

Michael Armstrong, chair- 
man of Hughes, was reported 


yesterday to have decided to 
seek buyers for the units to al- 
low his company to concentrate 
on its expanding telecommuni- 
cations satellite division. The 
move would also fit GWs de- 
sire to prune its peripheral 
businesses and get back to its 
car-making roots. There was no 
comment yesterday from ei- 
ther Hughes or GM. 

A possible obstacle to any 
major divestiture are the tax im- 
plications. Hughes could be 
persuaded to abandon any auc- 
tion if the tax burden promised 
to be too heavy and could not 
be avoided by way of some tax- 
free stock transaction. 

The loss of the defence and 
aerospace units would radically 
alter the character of Hughes, 
which was founded by Mr Hugh- 
es in a hangar in California be- 


fore Wbrld War IL In the pub- 
lic mind it remains famous as the 
company that invented miracle 
military technologies ranging 
from the world's first laser to 
night-sight infra-red targeting 
systems. It also produced the 
landing modules for Nasa’s 
mom programme. At its peak in 
the mid-1980s, Hughes had a 
worldwide payroll of 82,000. 

The company has recently 
bad its shares of woes, howev- 
er, culminating in its failure to 
land a contract with the Penta- 
gon for a missile-satellite system 
that was won instead by Lock- 
heed Martin. Its expansion in 
the satellite field was marked by 
its purchase of FanamSat for 
$3bn. Neither Boeing, which is 
overstretched meeting jet or- 
ders, nor Lockheed Martin are 
considered likely suitors. 
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Food groups sustain Grand Met 

The Investment Column 




Grand Metropolitan lias always been 
a follower of fashion. In the late 
Eighties it was a trendy conglomerate, 
paying top dollar for just about any- 
thing that moved, even if it did get out 
of hotels at the top of the cycle. 

When recession struck, and the 
virtues of focus on core activities sud- 
denly became apparent. Grand Met ze- 
roed in on branded food and drinks ai 
the expense of a costly exit from pe- 
ripheral pursuits. 

But under Lord Sheppard the deals 
just kept on flowing ana one of his last 
acts was to pay £1 .Sbn for Pet Inc, the 
branded US foods group, just over a 
year ago. 

All this wheeler-dealing, while sup- 
posedly delivering enhanced earnings 
in year one, brought next to no bene- 
fit to shareholders. Amazingly, for al- 
most a decade, the retain on the 
group’s £lObn of total capital has 
been below its average weighted cost 
of capital. Which makes you wonder 
what, in investment terms, is the point 
of Grand Met at all? 

Clearly the new management team 
under John McGrath has been grap- 
pling with this question and is trying 
to draw a line under the past by using 
the language of the present. 

The latest wheeze is a share buy-back 
plan - an obvious move for cash-rich 
companies but less deariy beneficial for 
Grand Met, which boasts gearing of 74 
per cent and net borro wing s of £2.7bn. 

The idea is not so off-the-wall as it 
might seem. Grand Met's debt is far 
cheaper than its cost of equity, so re- 
ducing the number of shares in issue 
makes sense. Equally, the £190m in- 
terest bill is comfortably covered over 
six times by operating profit. But in- 
vestors should not hold their breath as 
knotty advance corporation tax prob- 
lems mean the buy-back is unlikely to 
see the light of day until 1998. 

In the meantime, they can console 
themselves with good performances 
from the group's two main profit cen- 
tres - POlsbuiy food and IDV drinks 
- though operating profits at Burger 
King fell from £196m to £167m, due 
in part to a £10m hit caused by diffi- 
cult trading in the UK and Germany 
caused by die BSE crisis. 

At the pre-tax level, profits were re- 
duced by 58 per cent to £388m after a 
£550m exceptional charge arising from 
the sale of the Pearie eye-care chain 
in the US and some European food 
businesses. More disposals in the lat- 
ter category will follow as Grand Met 
concentrates on four international 
brands - Haagen-Dazs ice cream, 
Pillsbury baked goods. Green Giant 
vegetables and El Paso Mexican food. 

Analysts reduced their pre-tax fore- 
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casts by about £50m to £lbn to take 
account of sterling’s recent strength 
against the dollar. That puts the shares, 
down l(L5p at 446p, on a market mul- 
tiple of just over 14. High enough. 

New Hanson 
lacks focus 


Lord Hanson is doing his best to bow 
oat of the corporate battleground in a 
blaze of glory. Having paid £30Qm for 
“bolt-on" acquisitions in the past two 
years, raised £2.1 bn from disposals in 
the past year and announced the divi- 
sion of his empire into four separate- 
ly quoted companies, the impression is 
of a whirlwind of activity at his epony- 
mously named conglomerate. 

Sadly the City has remained unim- 
pressed and the shares have under- 
performed the rest of the market by 
more than 40 per cent since the de- 
merger was announced in January, de- 
spite yesterday's 0 Jp uptick to 80.25p. 

The latest pronouncement shows that 
the experts were right to be cynical, as 


Hanson proudly proclaimed record 
profits of £1.8Im m its lastyear as an 
undivided conglomerate. The figures 
are now largely irrelevant, given the de- 
mexger on the last day of the year of 
the new Mfflennium Chemicals and Im- 
perial Tobacco groups and the forth- 
coming split from the energy 
operations in January. Even so, they 
give an insight into the problems fac- 
ing the group. Strip away exceptionals, 
principally the massive £633m profits 
from disposals and a £193m release of 
provisions for contaminated land in the 
US. and Hanson's operating profits, at 
£ 1.53m, are flat as a pancake. 

“New Hanson'’ must be seen as a 
much more focused group, with lead- 
ing positions in aggregates, ready- 
mixed concrete, bricks, cranes and 
electrical products in the UK and the 
US. Once the remaining debt of 
around £1.4bn has been unloaded on 
to the new Energy Group, new Han- 
son will also be financially strong, with 
gearing of around 25 per cent. 

It is also well managed, doing well 
to hold onto profits of £23 lm last year, 
down just £6m despite difficult condi- 
tions in the UK. Brick prices fell just 
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fell to levels not seen since the 1970s. 
The strong performance from the US 
and Grove cranes should continue. 

Analysts arc putting a fair value of 
around S8p on the remaining Hanson 
entity, after a congkanerates discount, 
with new Hanson worth upwards of 
38p. Even if a bid does not emerge for 
Energy, the shares should be held at 
least until the dust settles. 


London Clubs 
deals a dud 


Casino group London Clubs Interna- 
tional has turned in such a jackpot- 

winning performance since its flotation 
in May 1994 that yesterday’s downbeat 
announcement represents the group's 
first dud hand. 

Having trebled in two and a half 
yeans, the shares retreated &5p to 316p 
following fiat half-year profits of £20m 
and a gloomy trading statement. 

What dented confidence was news 
that in October and November the per- 
centage of bets retained had been dis- 
appointing at upmarket casinos, 
including The Rite and Les Ambas- 
sadeurs in the capital The high level 
of sterling may be one factor keeping 
high-rolling overseas gamblers away. 

Butin a sense London Clubs is a vic- 
tim of its past success, as the top clubs 
have seen spectacular gains in the past 
two years. The luxury end of the mar- 
kets unpredictability is the reason Lon- 
don Dubs has been reducing its 
dependence on this sector. A year ago 
the upmarket clubs accounted for 69 
per cent of profits. Now the figure is 
52 per cent, with the balance coming 
from middle and lower market casnos. 

London Cubs is also expanding its 
overseas interests to balance the port- 
folio. It already has an Egyptian op- 
eration and this week it opened the 
refurbished Casino chi Liban in Beirut 
a project which is tipped far great things 


warns on 
rintv rises* 


Magnus C ri niund 

Imperial Tobacco, Britain's 
second-biggest cigarette group, 
warned yesterday that recent 
“punitive'’ duly increases would 
continue to hit the UK market 
and boost smuggling. 

Gareth Davis, chief executive 
of the group, said already 60 pier 
cent of UK demand for band- 
rolling tobacco is supplied 
through re-exports from the 
Continent. Sales by Imperial re- 
cently demerged as an inde- 
pendent company from the 
Hanson conglomerate, along 
with market leaders GaDaher to 
European countries like Bel- 
gium were immediately being 
turned round and returned to 
the UK because of the big tax 
differential involved, be said. In- 
deed, he claimed that the third- 
laigest brand in the UK is being 
sold illegally as the Dutch own- 
ers do not own the brand name. 

Mr Davis warned that one of 
the more serious effects of the 
decision by the Chancellor, 
Kenneth Darke, to put another 
15p duty on a packet of ciga- 
rettes would be to give further 


encouragement o i trade. 
“Currently smuggling ma- 
pally band-rollmg toK 
costing the “r £5. -la 

year," he s? w . 

Meanwhile, ». % K-- *->ut 

the home market u -tes 

would face another - 1 -■ ' cr 
cent decline, similar to lust,,' ", 

as a result of the duty inert 
es and prompt smokers 

“down trade" to cheaper brand. . 

Despite the adverse back- 
ground, Imperial reported a 
52. per cent increase in pre-tax 
profits to £366m in the year to 
September, its first as an inde- 
pendent entity since being ac- 
quired by Hanson 10 ye ara ago. 

The profits, which were struck 

on sales raised 7 per cent lo 
£3.82bn, were described by Mr 
Davis as “a good achievement in 
the context of the total market". 
The shares have been pulled in 
different directions by bid spec- 
ulation on the one band and a law 

suit brought by lung cancer suf- 
ferers on the'other since they 
floated at around 375p in Octo- 
ber. Yesterday, they gained 4.5 p 
to 373 Jp. although the company 
was sfleni on any bid approadies. 


Imperial said market share 
rose from 37.1 to 38.- p*® cent 
hs the period, just behind Ud- 
lahcr on around 39 per amt. Mr 
Davis said it was the sixth suc- 
cessive year that they had grown 
profits and market share. 

The group now claims three 
of Britain’s top five selling 
brands in Lambert & Butler, 


market by smokers, Mr Davis 
said, and now accounts for over 
1 L per cent of the market. 

Profits from overseas, an 
area earmarked for expansion, 
rose 55 per cent to £70m and 
now represented 19 per cent of 
the total just 5 percentage 
points below the company's 
target level for the end of the 
decade. Volumes grew in both 
Europe and the Fhr East. 

Mr Davis shrugged off Hie 
likely effects of the impending .. 
flotation of GaUahcr and re- ( 
iterated his confidence that the 
company bad good, defences 
against the ground-breaking le- 
gal action brought by 12 cancer 
sufferers last month. 


Shareholders reject proposal 
to break up Greycoat’s assets 
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There will be further opportunities 
in the UK as a result of the deregula- 
tion proposals working their way 
through Government channels. Possi- 
ble relaxations indude an increase in 
the number of gaming machines and 
13 new permitted areas for casinos. 

Tbe proposed relocation of the Ritz 
casino to larger premises should also 
' increase returns and the group has re- 
cently agreed lease terms for new 
‘ premises for its Rendezvous dub. 

Flat full-year profits of around £33m 
would put the shares on a forward rat- 
ing of 21. Still worth holding. 


Patrick Tooher 

Shareholders in Greycoat yes- 
terday rejected a resolution 
calling for the sale of all the em- 
battled property company's as- 
sets. 

The break-up proposal, 
which had been put forward by 
UK Active Vhlue, a fond which 
speaks for 10.6 per cent of 
Greycoat, was defeated by 68.4 
million votes to 3.6 million. 

“This result shows an over- 
whelming majority against 
UKAVs proposal," said Michael 
Beckett, Greycoat's chairman. 
“We can now get back to work 
without this costly distraction.’' 

Mr Beckett claimed “95 per 
cent support for our manage- 
ment and its strategy", even 


though shareholders owning 
54.8 per cent of Greycoat’s eq- 
uttyvoted against the resolution, 
with 2.9 per cent in favour. 

UKAV did not vote on the 
proposal and Brian Myereon. 
who runs the fund, did not at- 
tend the meeting. 

Mr Myerson had already in- 
dicated he would abstain in 
the vote after teaching a deal 
with Greycoat’s management to 
sell one of its trophy properties. 
Embankment Place in central 
London. Greycoat claims the 
sale of the building has been 
planned for many months. 

Before the vote Mr Beckett 
revealed that cost of holding the 
EGM and its adjournment was 
about £300,000, equivalent to a 
20 per cent increase in the div- 


idend. “Even more significant- 
ly it has been an enormous and 
costly diversion of manage- 
ment time and effort” he said. 

Despite yesterday's vote. 
Greycoat's future remains un- 
certain. Last mouth MourfieU 
Estates, a rival property group 
about a quarter of Greyorat ssiae 
by market capitalisation, tabled 
proposals for a £2 14m takeover 
bid, which Greycoat ls resisting. . 

Moorfiekl wants to demerge# 
two of Greycoat's biggest in- 
vestment properties - Em- 
bankment -Place and 123 
Buckingham Palace Road, also 
in central London - into a 
company with a separate listing. 

Last month Greycoat reject- 
ed outline proposals sent by 
Moorfield. 


• Northern Ireland Electricity said buoyant economic growth 
in the Province accounted for a 9 per cent growth in profits to 
£52m, and a rise in turnover of 1 1 per cent for the six months to 
September. The dividend was raised 10 per cent to 5J5p. David 
Jefferies, chairman, warned that a recommendation on pricing 
due from the MMC “will have an impact on our future income". 

• Mercury Communications, Cable & Wireless' UK subsidiary, 
said it was the first national operator to reach agreement with 
BT over number portability. Customers who want to connect di- 
rectly to the Mercury network will soon be able to do so without 
having to change their telephone number. Mercury said: “Num- 
ber portability will liberate customers and enable them to move 
to whichever company offers the best service for them." 

■ Premiership football dub Aston Villa intends to float on the 
London stock market, joining other clubs such as Manchester 
United which have prospered from a listing. Shares in Aston Villa, 
headed by Doug ElLis, are traded privately at £560, valuing the 
dub at £50m. The Birmingham dub is inviting City banks to tender 
for advising on the float It is thought Mr Ellis is keen to reduce 
his holding in the club, which he has invested in for some time. 

• Ransomes, the Ipswicb-based grass cutting equipment group, 
wanted that the strength of sterling may hit its overseas profits, 
while its consumer business was not recovering as quickly as ex- 


Drop in asset 
value mars 
MEPC results 


jumped from £9.22m to £I2.8m in the year to September. Profits 
in the consumer side slumped from £483,000 to £100,000. After 
paying its first interim dividend for five years in 1996, a 0.75p fi- 
nal takes the annual total to 1.25p. 

• Hodder Headline, the publishing group, has appointed 
Christopher Weston chairman. Mr Weston is currently chairman 
and chief executive of Phillips, Son and Neale, the auctioneers. 
He replaces Lord Donouglimore, the father of chief executive 
Tim Hely Hutchinson, who is retiring. 

• Alvis„ tbe defence to optics group, said it bad “substantially 
reduced losses at its transmissions business as it announced a 
50 per cent increase in the dividend yesterday. The chairman. Nick. 
Pres L, said both the order book and the balance sheet were strong 
and the management team improved. Even so, pre-tax profits just 
edged ahead from £S.74m to £S.88m in the year to September. 
A final dividend of 2p makes 3p for the year, up from 2p. 

• De *?g. the Pottery-ware group, said overseas sales had risen by 
mound 60 per cent for the second year running and now accounted 
for 40 per cent of [be lotaL The company said it was “taking appro- 
priate measures to limit the impact of sterling’s recent strength. 
Pre-tax profits jumped 28 per cent to £6.08m m the year to Sep- 
tember and the company said its leading market position left it well 
placed to benefit from any upturn in UK consumer spending. 

• Philip Harris, a maker of laboratory equipment and phar- 
maceutical products, expects a strong performance for its foil year. 
Reporting interim profits to September hoisted 45 per cent to 
£1.7m, the group said the second half would be busy with deliv- 
eries in fulfilment of contracts with J Salisbury and for an Indo- 
nesian project. The half-way dividend rises 22 per cent to 3p. 


MEPC, the property group, 
yesterday announced a 14 per 
cent increase in annual pre-tax 
profits to £140m but said that 
a write-down on a Los Angeles 
shopping mall had reduced its 
net asset value from 457p to 
450p per share. 

Investors were disappointed 
by the fall in the net asset val- 
ue, resulting in a 12p drop in 
MEPCs share prices to 440 Jp. 

James Tuckey, chief execu- 
tive. said: “We feel very confi- 
dent about the whole of the 
profit statement The only slight 
disappointment is on the net as- 
set value side." Earnings per 
share rose 9 per cent to 22.9p 
and the total dividend was held 
at 20p. 

Mr Tuckey said the drop in 
the net asset value reflected a 
marginal fall in values both in 
the UK and elsewhere. How- 
I ever, he added: “We feel that 
the performance of our UK 
portfolio, which accounts for 70 
| per cent of the group, is indeed 
where we would have expected 
it to be." 

He said the valuation date for 
Lhe portfolio was 31 August and 
there had been more activity 
and evidence of an improved 
market since then. “If we redid 
the valuation for 1 December, 
we would probably get a dif- 
ferent answer." 

The other factor which had 
brought the net asset value 
down was the £31 m write-down 
on the valuation of Northridge 
Mall in Los Angeles. The write- 
down is equivalent to 7.5p per 
share. 

“We are convinced this is a 
temporary ; write-down because 
the centre is still getting track on 
its feet after the earthquake 
some three years ago. 


“We are quite confident we 
wfl] get that value back in the 
next two to three years as the 
centre re-establishes itself," Mr 
Tuckey said. 

He defended MEPC’s deci- 
sion to give a target net asset val- 
ue of 690p per share for 2001. 
“We're sticking our necks out 
The portfolio is very, very dif- 
ferent from what it was three 
years ago and what we’re trying 
to do is give shareholders some 
feel of where we think the per- 
formance is going to be in five 
years’ time," he said. 

Mr Tuckey said the full im- 
pact of the change of strategy 
in MEPCs portfolio would 
take time but there would be 
progress towards the firm's tar- 
gets each year. 

He said there was a much 
firmer tone to the markets, 
particularly in Britain over the 
past few months. Apart from 
Northridge, the rest of the US 
portfolio had performed “ex- 
tremely well”. 

MEPC plans to keep the 
lion's share of its portfolio in 
Britain, with the remainder in 
the US and Australia. It has 
wound down its European port- 
folio and has no plans to go back 
into continental Europe in the 
immediate future. 

Mr Tuckey said the group was 
keen to make acquisitions with 
the proceeds of its European 
disposals, but there was a short- 
age of good stock available, par- 
ticularly in Britain. i 

While MEPC has resolved to 
increase the dividend paid to 
shareholders, Mr Tuckey could 
not predict when it would be 
raised, although he pointed out 
that dividend cover had im- 
proved to 1.15 times from 1.05 
a year before. 



Racing ahead: Returning to its Scalextric and model railway roots has brought benefits for Hornby 

Hornby profits from return to tradition 


Nigel Cope 

Hornby, the toy company, has 
benefited from its return to its 
model-railway and Scalextric 
roots with a sharp increase in 
profits for the six months to 
September. 

However, the shares drifted 
into the siding; with a 7p drop 
to 244.5p on a cautious Christ- 
mas tracing statement Peter 
Newey, chairman, said: “It must 


be pointed out that parts of the 
retail sector have expressed 
concern regarding the current 
level of pre-Christmas trading 
and that demand in January to 
March of this year was partic- 
ularly strong because of me sell- 
through of onr products during 
Christmas 1995 which may not 
be repeated next year " 

The downbeat .statement 

comes just a day after Kingfisher 

said its Woolworths stores were 


enjoying healthy toy sales. 

Mr Newey was speaking as 
Hornby announced profits of 
fl.lm in the six months to Sep- 
tember compared with £272.000 
in the same period last year. 
They were damaged by losses in 
former subsidiaries such as the 
Fletcher speedboat business, 
which was sold in February. 

Hornby’s agreement with 
. Nikko to distribute the its radio- 
controlled model cars has been 


terminated as the group wants 
to take control of its own UK 
distribution. Group sales were 
down from £13.7m to £13. lm. 
However, sales of higher- 
margin railway and Scalextric 
were 15 per cent above the the 
first half of last year. 

Alan Cbx is standing down as 
finance director. He will be re- 
placed by John StansGeld, 
presently finance director of 
Hornby Hobbies. 
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Sedgwick criticised 
after board reshuffle 




NOTICE OF INTEREST RATE CHANGE 

The variable rate of mortgage interest will increase by Q.26% from 7th December 1996. 
The effect of this change will be included in the Annual Update of payments in January 1997. 


The City reacted unfavourably 
to a top-management reshuffle 
by Sedgwick Group yesterday, 
saying the insurance broker 
should have brought in more 
new blood. 

Sedgwick named Rob White- 
Cooper to succeed Saxon Riley 
as chief executive. Mr White- 
Cooper, currently vice-chair- 
man, has been a director of 
Sedgwick since 1987, 

Analysts said insurance bro- 
ken need to change the way 
they approach business and 
Sedgwick should have used this 
appointment to getnew people 
on board to aid in this process. 

“It’s a great pity that they 
haven’t taken the opportunity 
toget someone from outside," 
said Robin Savage, an analyst 


at Cx£dit Lyonnais Laing. “The 
real danger is that we end up 
with absolutely no change. The 
brokers have to change if 
they’re going to make a future 
for "themselves." 

Insurance brokers have seen 
their pool of customers shrink 
as those purchasing insurance , 
gp direct to insurers to buy poli- ! 
cies, cutting out the broker as 
middleman. 

Lord fhnshawe, who will be i 
70 next March, will retire as 
chairman at Sedgwick's annual 1 
general meeting in April. He ] 
will be succeeded by Mr Riley, ; 
who has -been chief executive 
sincel992 and a director of the 
company since 1985. Lord Fan- 
shawe wfl remain on lhe board 
as a non-executive director. 
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City chooses not to believe the hype from Reed 


'D J FMAMJ J ASO M-D 


Reed International, the AngJo- 
Dutch publishing giant, man- 
aged to get the stock market 
into a rare old tizzy. 

As news flashed around that 
an encouraging trading up- 
date was about to materialise 
the shares were poshed 37p 
higher to l,lS8.5p. 

But the words failed to live 
up to expectations. 

Indeed, the market took 
the view Reed was, ever so dis- 
creetly, attempting to flag a 
profits warning. Such talk as 
“we axe positioned strongly to 

possibilities feU^deafeai^ 
the market concentrated on 
comments about sterling's 
strength and the likelihood 
current year’s figures will not 
include any takeover benefits. 

Not, perhaps, surpri sing 
Reed shares should take fright 
and end the session down 64p 
at l,087.5p. 

The Reed anxiety was 
echoed by some other media 


shares. Pearson, for example, 
fell 4p to 711Jp. 

The rest of the market en- 
joyed an almost indifferent 
day. Footsie, at one time 
seemed intent on surging to 
new highs. 

In morning trade it was up 
30.S points. Indicating a 
record display could be on the 
cards. It was not to be. In the 
event the index sain was a 
rather unre markab le 6 points 
at 4,051.2 points, leaving the 
earlier 4,073.1 peak unchal- 
lenged. 

Prudential Corporation re- 
mained a speculative counter. 
The group, up 9 .5p to 500J5p, 
a peak, is seen as the central 
plank in the long rumoured 
rhang ps in the financial services 
industry. 

There have been long run- 
ning rumours that Abbey Na- 
tional and the Pru plan a deal. 
Abbey shares fell 6J5p to 700p. 

A number of other possi- 
bilities are exercising some of 
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the more alert minds. There is 


TJnione in a predators sights. 

The shares gained 8p to 677 5p 
after at one time recording a 
22L5p advance. 

ClTs strength occurs at the 
lime the BAT Industries 
break-up stories are once again 
being given a whirl BAT to bid 
for Imperial Tbbacco and then 
to float its financial side is a 

thought which has for long oc- 
cupied a number of the more 
astute market minds. 

BAX on an unofficial level, 
ha s tended to the bid 

stories. But like so many mar- 
ket rumours the BAT deal 
commands a certain amount of 
logicality. Hence the sneaking 


suspicion something is in the 
wind, 

PowerGen, the generator, 
jumped 17.5p to 589p as it 
completed its 5 per cent buy 
back, through UBS and Hein- 
won Benson. There were 
suggestions the deal was com- 
pleted at 6Q5p. No such price 
appeared on the dealing 
screens. But if PG did pay such 
a top heavy price for its own 
shares then h could only sup- 
port the arguments that a spe- 
cial dividend is far more even 
handed. After all, the best PCs 
price of the day was 5S9p, 
thereby leaving private share- 
holders, unlikely to be privy to 
the share buy-back, once again 
out in the coal National Tma, 


. National Power, 


which produced a 100 p special 

dividend for aD shareholders, 

rose ll.5pto458.5p. 

British Gas was, fix once, in 

control It shares flared 25p to 

2l7,5p after it confirmed its 
proposed demerger and a deal 

over as take and pay North Sea 

co n tr a cts. 

BTR fell a further lp to 
230 Jp as the marker fretted 
about the non-appearance of 
the expected trading state- 
menL Latest word from the ru- 
mour mill is that the anxiously 
awaited statement could ap- 
pear today. 

Forward Technology, an 
electronics group, slumped 
Hip to Z7ip following a 

profits warning but Grains, a 

building materials group, 
jumped 34p to 159 Jp on the 
£32.9m bid from the Headlam 
group. 

JN NktaoDs, the soft drink 
group, was another indulging 
m a share buy-back. 

It picked up 300,000 of its 


shares at 182p, leaving the 
price just Ip kwrer at 18154p. 

Betacom, the electrical 
group where Alan Sugar has 
taken over as chairman, 
jumped 5-5p to 28 -5p. There 
are suggestions- the Totten- 
ham Hotspur chief intends to 
use Betacom as his main elcc- 
tnmk» vehide with his long es- 
tablished first love, Amstrad, 
reduced to a supporting roll. 

Meanwhile Manchester Utd 

hit a peak of 583 ip following 
the European Cup victory. 
Merrill! Lynch, the company's 
stockbroker, quickly but mod- 
estly upgraded this year’s fore- 
cast to £24m but should the 
Euro victory be completed it is. 
it said, a question of “ooh, la 
Cantona". 

Ladhroke, the betting and 
hotels group, continued its 
meny gallop as its encourag- 
ing UScaano prospects at- 
tracted more support, lifting 
the shares 7p to 214p in busy 
trading. 


Taking Stock 


Dll looks as though Brunt- 
cliffe Aggregates could attract 
a bid from Bardon. Itself a 
long-running takeover candi- 
date. Bardon has taken the 
trouble to take an option on a 
14.99 per cent Brnnlcliffe 
equity stake. It has also ac- 
quired an option on convert- 
ible stock which could lilt its 
interest to 20 per cent. The 
options expires early next 
year. 

Brunt diffe bos for long 
been in dispute with former 
directors and it would appear 
they have provided the Bar- 
don options. Bnwldiffe 
shares edged ahead lp to 
2fk5p. 

□Cadcentre enjoyed a spec- 
tacular debut. Placed at 200p 
the shares closed at 240.5 p. 
Tbe company makes system 
to aid the 3D design of 
process and power plants. It 
placed 38.2 per cent of its 
capital, raising £7 Jim. 
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Firstprofitsfe.il 

at GUS in 48 years 


Nigel Cope 


'Qeariy GUS would have to 

* fL^ » a - 


Great Universal Stores, the 
mail order giant, reported its 
first profits fall for 48 years yes- 
terday after a sharp decline in 
its UK mail order operations 
which includes the Kay's and 
Marshall Ward catalogue,, 

GUS's shares dropped 25 Jp 
to 65 Up on news of the decline 
and a gloomy current trading 
statement which said conditions 
in the home shopping division 
"continues to be difficult'’. 

However, analysts in the City 
turned their attentions towards 
possible mail order acquisitions 
under new’ GUS chair man Lend 
Wolfson. who also heads Next. 

Lord Walloon said GUS would 
be interested in buying Free- 
mans, Britain's thinMargest mail 
order company recently put up 
for sale by Scars. But he indicated 
such a deal might fall foul of the 
competition authorities because 
of GUS’s leading position in the 
UK mail order market. 


say they-were interested in the 
possibility of buying a mail or- 
der company in the UK. Wfe cer- 
tainly believe the market is 
going to consolidate." he said. 

Lord Wolfson said he was 
keen to develop direct cata- 
logues to balance the group's 
traditional mail order business 
which is conducted via huge 
catalogues and an army of 3.7 
million agents. He said: “Ulfc be- 
lieve that over the next 10 years 
there wQl be a trend towards 
smaller catalogues with rela- 
tively narrow product ranges. 
They will not just be niche cat- 
alogues but aspirationaL” 

He cited successful examples 
in the US such as LL Bean, J 
Grew and Eddie Bauer and 
said GUS would like to develop 
a similar business, either from 
scratch, through a franchise 
arrangement, or by acquisition. 
“We are looking at the route to 
enter that market but we are not 
going to get there overnight. Wfe 


wffl take the long-term view.” 

However, it is understood the 
company was the under-bidder 
for Innovations, the catalogue 
group acquired earlier this year 
by Burton. 

GUS’s pre-tax profits fell 0.7 
per cent to £235-7m in the six 
months to 30 September.. Prof- 
its at the UK mail order division 
. fell nearly 20 per cent to £44m 
due to a decline in service lev- 
els and a high chum rate among 
its agents. 

The company is improving its 
distribution and warehousing 
systems as well as reducing the 
number of under-performing 
agents. GUS is now operating 
with 250,000 fewer agents than 
it did last year and is aiming to 
improve its customer retention 
and average order size. 

“The bubble certainly burst 
today,” said Mees Pierson 
analyst Nick Bubb. “It didn’t 
make for happy reading but I 
am intrigued by the emphasis cm 
possible acquisitions/’ 




Lord Wolfson: Analysts are looking our for the next target 


The London Stock Exchange 
has named five new commit- 
tee heads, including Hector 
Sants, vice-chairman of UBS, 
in a comprehensive shake-up 
aimed at making the execu- 
tive more responsive to parti- 
cipants in the stock market. 

Ian Salter of Sod6t6 G6n- 
drale has been appointed as 
head of the primary markets 
committee, and Mr Sants 
head of secondary markets. 

These two committees will 
dominate three smaller ones: 
Graham Allen of ICI Invest- 


People & Business 


Mr Bubb said GUS might try 
to negotiate with the competi- 
tion authorities aiy^d of a bid 
for Freemans asking them to 
view the deal as part of the wider 
retail sector, not just mail order. 

Elsewhere, GUS’ Burberry’s 
& Scotch House division saw a 
modest increase in profits with 


sales in the UK affected by the 
rise in sterling which has made 
goods more expensive for 
Japanese customers. 

At CCN Information sys- 
tems, which will link up with 
Experian of the US after last 
month's film deal, profits rose 
from £10m to flZfiau in the half. 



European firms fail 
to prepare for EMU 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


Most of Europe's top compa- 
nies have failed to do any de- 
tailed work on preparing for 
monetary union, according to a 
survey by KPMG Management 
Consulting. 

Despite this, the finance di- 
rectors of 301 large companies 
overwhelmingly expected their 
home countries would join the 
single currency. Europe-wide 
the figure was 93 per cent and 
in the UK it was 77 per cent. 

Furthermore, 56 per cent of 
all finance directors questioned 
expected their countries to join 
in 1999. a figure which shrank 
to 39 per cent in the UK. 

KPMG said SO per cent of 
companies had not estimated 
the costs of adapting to EMU 
and only 8 per cent had set aside 
a budget to deal with iL In this 


response, the UK is broadly in 
line with the European average. 

Alan Reid, European head of 
the consultants, said: “The 80 
per cent of companies that 
have failed to undertake such a 
fundamental estimate have very 
little time to prepare.” 

The consultants accused Eu- 
ropean companies of only con- 
sidering short-term issues and 
ignoring the long-term conse- 
quences of monetary union. 

Vicky Pryce, chief econo- 
mist, said: “It is astonishing that 
such a large number of re- 
spondents bad overlooked the 
effects of EMU on interna- 
tional marketing strategies. 

“It will have a number of se- 
rious implications for this area, 
the most imm ediate of which is 
that greater price transparency 
will make it difficult for goods 
to be sold at different prices in 
different countries.” 


PKF discloses results 
to show 38% increase 



Roger Tirapp 

Panned Kerr Forster, the 


leadership of the firm two years 
ago, said the improved figures 
were a result of increasing cen- 


to recent years, k has developed 
its business advisory and man- 
agement consultancy arms with 
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firm, yesterday became the lat- 
est accountancy firm to break 
with tradition and publish its 
results. It reported that net 
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profit increased 38 per cent to 
£15.6m on turnover un from 


£l5.6m on turnover up from 
£71.4m to £73-4m. 

Managing partner John Wbs- 
ner. who was one of five part- 
ners who earned between 
£300,000 and £350,000 in the 
year to the end of April 1996, 
said the decision to publish 
was a result of “disclosure 
becoming an issue of public in- 
terest”. He said increasing ques- 
tion marks over the finanrial 
viability of second-tier firms 
had also been a factor. 

Mr Wosner, who took over 


rather than fee volume. They 
demonstrated that a firm such 
as PKF could be profitable if it 
was well-managed and good at 
identifying areas where it could 
make a contribution, he said. 

This year’s income will be hit 


to the services offered to small- 


er comparues. “By ensuring we 
maintain high professional stan- 


about £2m, from the engineer- 
ing group Williams, which has 
followed other large companies 
in appointing a big six firm. As 
a result, the Derby office, which 
handled that account, will be 
merged, with the Nottingham 
operation to form an East Mid- 
lands office. 

But Mr Wosner and his col- 
leagues are confident that the 
improvement can be continued. 


maintain high professional stan- 
dards and develop advisory ser- 
vices which are attractive to our 
market, we are assured of a suc- 
cessful business with potential 
for growth in the future,” Mr 
Wosner told the annual gener- 
al rneetingafpartnersyesterday. 

The figures also show that the 
average earnings of partners 
rose from £81,000 last year to 
£108,000. The improvement 
has been helped by cost redac- 
tions. The number of equity, or 
profit-sharing, partners has 
fallen from 140 to 130, though 
the number of non-equity part- 
ners has risen from 11 to 15. 
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Foreign Exchange Rates 

Sterling ■ Dc 


Country 

US 

Canada 

Germany 

Ranee 

Italy 

Japan 

ECU 

Belgkm 

Oavnark 

Netherlands 

Wand 

Norway 

Spar 

Sweden 

S wiUur t md 

Australa* 

Hong Kong 


New Zealand' 
SautS Arabia 
Singapore 


Spot 1 month 
10275 9-7 

22TB 54-49 
25302 6*01 
85460 2T7-S9 
24951 31-49 
#U6 9541 
131E 21-tt 
52.157 15-6 

95926222-177 
25381 82-74 

09954 5-1 

0587 160-90 
212.71 12-21 

11086 158 

2*41 85-76 
20385 »-« 

12584 93-52 
43029 no 
23135 64-71 
6.040 00 

2280 OO 


Other Spot Rates 


Coimtry Starfrig Dafer Country Starfrig Doter 

Argerttia 16278 09999 Nigeria 128314 798000 

Austria 178022 103384 Oman 06268 nftffffl 

&az* 16848 10348 Pakistan 652501 400799 

Chha 05145 83013 Ptipphes 42680 263400 

Egypt 55401 34051 Portugal 25648 157080 

Friand 75751 46530 Oaar 59047 3646 

Qara 279844 172000 ftBSia 899307 552400 

Greece 39 8600 244840 South Africa 76068 4672 

Mia 582727 358050 Taiwan 446026 275200 

Kuwait 04887 03002 UAE 53738 36731 

Forward rates quoted high to low are at a decant subtract tram spot rate 
iwb Quoted low to high are at a prenwjm: itadtospotrate 

•Deter rates quoted as reciprocals. 

For the latest foreign echanga rates cal 0891 123 303a 
Pate co s* 50p per rntmta (devretat 4Sn other Un i on 
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UK 7f% 
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YUAcmaMdoakiarM. 

725% 
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ECU Off 
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6% 

mio«i 

493 7% 
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£ Buys 


£ Buys 


£ Buys 


Austrafe(Dclen4 

zoom 

France(R*nc^ 

84000 

NewZtalancKDciBia) 

22780 

Austri^&htoge) 

G5400 

Garmeny(Uafta) 24850 

Norway(KAJiwi) 

64580 

Belgtan (Francs) 

513500 

Greece(DrectR)Bl) 3947500 

1 Portugal (Escudos) 2527000 

Canada (DaKar^ 

2600 

HongKongPota6 124200 

] Spain pesetas] 2097300 

CypnrsQtonfa) 

07300 

Ireland (Puds) 

09665 

Swedan(Kianor) 

110175 

Denmdfk(Kranoi) 

95800 

BaWJra} 

26SOOOO 

9+azartand (Francs) 

2630 

Hofend {Guidon) 

FUandtllarW 

28025 

75900 

Japen(VhnJ 

222m 

634000 

05806 

Tu*ay(Ura) lOOlzOOOa 

Unfrad Stelas[Dotos) I960 



Industrial Metals 


1Am Cult 


m London total Ewawnge 

VtaMm. .UEStacka eng 


MuRttmHa . 448BS8S 628-7 82957 985498 . • 62 

Mimuirxkjy ca m - W 23 - mo ■ ism wo 

.Copper A . 2353-8 2634 ’ 7379 . 934» ' * 1000 

Lewi - - 886-7 882-25 8890 81479 379 

McM 886-20 8890-900 6895 ' 47028 + 894 

Tfet 8069-76 8099-100 3143 9920 ♦ 80 

Znc 642545 6694 17899 . 920875 + 690 

S a nta n a i t Convarwon £3 S/Om $Pt 3M* wfewwe&cfwno* *»*«•• 

BCtwngBndex t6235 15583 H2.M ■■lla4Dic« 


6895 4»2B + 894 

3143 9920 + SO 

17895 . 928875 + 680 


Precious Metals 


Sptrfc&9en 


Liffe FTSE Index Option 


S etn e wn t price; 4081 J0Q cfostog offer price 

Series ' 4000 4050 4100 4150 

Dec 71715 36733 6753 3/TT1 

-bn 61/2 87153 4078 2QTO4 

F6 j . 01/54 98772 7W98 48/66 

tor VST* T17J94 SOW ' 83/146 


CaSffut 

-feW/Mie 


pwOctaz I I Coins ■ $ 


PUtun 37300 2302 att ai i ta 3W 

Patatan 1600 7160 Bramn5ca 66 

Over ape* 47540 28335 Britsnw25oz 61 

Gold Blip 36800 22873 Brttanmttoz 52 


t I C 


238 Kreglanda 384.173221,229 
60 Sow 85474 5258 

82 Nobles 389/ 38 82271237 
32 tap* Leaf 389088227/237 


Agricultural 


C ocoa Coffee 

UFBE Ctam LFFE Stone 


UFFE c.wne AIA OdUmg 


Energy NtGeome«aw 

Brant Crude (STbarreQ QeeoB (Vtonne) WTI *' Product* t (S/tome) 
re 530pm •BbQYt ago PE don *ehg 6pm SpotCFNW&mpe 


Dec 083 +033 668 Dec 23(00 +125 Jan 2S6 Urteaded Gasoirw 228/230 

S -Si *22 Jm 22250 +z ® Feb 2490 Hes/y (total 121/123 

Feb 22A7 +020 «53 F *2fi2S+za ||Br . 23SO 232*30 

tot 23^94 Index: 2358 Vofc 18JK7 A^r 2S30 ECGesci 228/227 


Doe 882 Nov Oh 

Her 962 Jen 048 

May 870 tor 1224 

tot 7tt3 tot 6792 


Nov 9200 
Jen 9325 
tor 9425 
tot 139 


tor 5350 . • 

Apr 8350 Fob Z3 

May 6850 Apr 6 

tot- « W 192 


c OS+mfcn 01 napora i4p— ptfca* 


Commodity Indices ecsitmicee 

Sunk* +Spo» ttct*ltey to Dec ItofTTO IW V taWgta 

Index 670-60 22123 +035 20550 +&72 6121 +670 

Asriaftrt 670-60 22880 -041 2BL75 -6S8 2A3T -10BQ- 

Energy 683-60 9053 +078 7131 +2BB5 8399 - -Mt47 

InctosM Mctsta 677-60 17184 +102 6332 -U21 6447 -U34 

Livestock 670-60 65.11 -138 6271 +131 ' 6843 -T76 

Preaaus Motto 673-60 48JS6 +058 48886 -447 49097 ABB' 

Mrlft 6 HitoWW ewn e H Oeitaatatoora KkreMd+OecSW 


WtotSv (togfat 

LFFE Store LFFE SOkkpt 

Uar 29840 Nov 1489 

toy 29820 Dec 14SS 

Aug 20960 tot 428 

tol . .. 635 W at M4S - 


LFFE Stans 
NOV 8425 
An 9825 
tor 9790 
tot 335 


CBOT CeMKHushal 

f*4o Sen 

Dec 2802528400 26029 

Mr 28400-28050 28350 

My 2670026350 28029 
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McCourt unveils detailed 
plans for Sister Stephanie 


f: 





Racin g 

GREG WOOD 

Chepstow racecourse has al- 
ready provided Graham Mc- 
Court with one of the most 
frustrating moments of ftis short 
training career, when his chas- 
er Sister Stephanie fell at the 
iast fence in a valuable novice 
chase, but he dearly harbours 
no superstitious aversion to the 
track. The very same mare, the 
standard bearer for his yard, will 
return there tomorrow for the 
Rehearsal Chase and, perhaps, 
for the Welsh Nationaiin thr ee 
weeks’ time. On her broad 
shoulders rests a heavy burden 
of expectation. 

U I honestly believe there is a 
National-type race in her,” Mc- 
Court said yesterday, “whether 
it be the Welsh, the Midlands, 
or the big National if the ground 
came up soft. But then you've 
got to be bloody lucty to gel to 
where you think your target is. 
Last year it was the race at 
Chepstow, we'd avoided 
and that race and tried to avoid 
the fa an dicapper. We thought 
we'd got it right, she got to the 


last upsides another good boise, 
and suddenly they're both on the 
floor and the plan's gone.” 

Sister Stephanie has already 
worked her way into affections 
bath at McCoun’syard and be- 
yond, and attracted plenty of 
support in William Hill’s Welsh 
National list yesterday, forcing 
a price cut from 14-1 to 12-L 
Her backers will hope for a 
strong performance in tomor- 

R1CHARD EDMONDSON 

NAP: Centaur Express 
(Market Rasen 2J30) 

MB: Robsand 
(Hereford 3JL0) 

row’s limited handicap, but need 
not be too disappointed if vic- 
tory is beyond her. “She’s going 
to Chepstow simply to get a rxm 
under her belt before her Christ- 
mas target,” McCourt said. "Td 
be pleased if she won because 
she’d have made the transition 
from ordinary horse to good 
horse in one bold jump. But 
while I expect her to run a very 
tidy race. I can’t, with my hand 
on my heart, see her winning.’' 

Neither, somewhat worry- 


ingjy for her anle-post backers, 
does McCourt necessarily see 
Sister Stephanie returning to 
Chepstow on 27 December. 
“Her main target is to have a 
run, put her on the button with- 
out having a hard race, and then 
coming up roses for either the 
Welsh National or the Baddy 
R?werC3iaseaxLeopardstcrwn," 
he says. “The Irish race is worth 
£80,000 whereas ours is worth 
only £40,000. and it might be an 
easier race over there, so she’ll 
go wherever I think she has the 
best chance. But she most have 
soft ground, and shell be sure 
to net that at Chepstow.” 

McCoun can be forgiven for 
talringqieh care over hs mare’s 
schedule, since one good horse 
can be enough to lock a young 
trainer's career path into a 
sharp upward curve. “She is a 
real star for us, and we love her 
to bits. She's a big. imposing old 
bird and everbody seems to 
know her. 1 was riding around 
in town and Capt Forster came 
up and said, ‘is that her?' It’s 
something when the Captain 
says something like that with all 
the good horses he's bad.” 

The same Captain Forster is 


Flockton appeal fails Cochrane calls the police 


Kenneth Richardson yesterday 
lost an appeal against his con- 
viction for master minding one 
of ihe most famous swindles in 
racing history - the swapping of 
two-year-old Flockton Grey for 
an almost identical three-year- 
old at Leicester in 1982." The 
“ringer” came in 20 lengths 
ahead of the field at 10-1. 

The Court of Appeal reject- 


ed a challenge by Richardson 
and two associates, Colin Math- 
ison and Peter Boddy, against 
a 1984 jury verdict that they 
were guilty of conspiring to de- 
fraud bookmakers. 

Richardson stood to gam 
£36.000 from the coup, but in- 
stead was given a nine-month 
suspended sentence and fined 
£20,000 at the original triaL 


Ray Cochrane, reported miss- 
ing 12 days^o, has telephoned 
Cambridgeshire police to in- 
form them thal-he is safe and 
wefl. However, he refosed to tell 
them where be was. 

A police spokesman said the 
missing-person file would re- 
main open until Cochrane, 39, 
was seen by officers in person. 

The jockey, who won the 


1988 Derby on Kahyasi, was re- 
ported missing from his home 
at SwafEham Prior, near New- 
market by his wife, Anne. 

Cochrane’s booking agent 
and brother-in-law, Andrew 
Gilbert, said yesterday; “It is 
purely and unerly a domestic 
dispute. He went away wanting 
a bit of time to himself, that's 
all. He is fit and well." 




12-50 Boanora Musa 
1.20 Jhal Fred 
1.50 Lively Knight 


HYPERION 

220 OrsweU Lad 
250 Wade Road 
320 Beyond Our Reach 


GOING: Good (Good U> Soft in plus). 

■ Right-hand. undutoUqg course. Stiff icta of mamma. Bmvin of 2C0 yank. 

■ Coarse is fini SW of Exeter on A38. ADMISSION: Gremtaund A Paddock 110; Sfl- 
wr Ring 55 (under- 16 s free). CAK PABK: on ibOk 52 tnanben; raainda- free. 




■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: M Pipe — 72 vtanere from 372 1 
Rives a sucoes* redo of 26.5% and a loss u> a A1 level suite of £10.63; ISsa Blatgfet 
—29 rimes. 85 runners, 34.1*. +S684J0; PHoMra— HSrimen. 131 nmnes, 19J* 
-120. JS; Mrs J Better— 10 ttlimss, 77 mam, UJH, +&3XB. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: BDtmwoody— S3 wirmets, 13Sddea,24.4%t-£&56;DM& 
waur— 21 winners, 90 rides, 23,3%, +£ 1.72; JOeborne— 20 wtanos, 74 rides, 27H, 
-50.-11; A P McCoy — 17 winners, 90 rides. 18B*. +51 150. 

BUNK8RED MSST TTM& NoOB- 
W1NNKBS IN THB LAST SEVEN DATS: Ncne- 

LONG-DISTANCE BUNNEBS: Bsrryben (3.20) has been seat 177 mike ty WBridwanie' 
Irani Gum Ness. Shropshire. 


FORM GUIDE 

SQURE SOX, toe season's NciQuy Too Gold Trophy winner and Bin in the Oempkxi 
Hwdto and B MM has me mate and taape of a chaser. Hb stotad be aide id start off 
owe fences wtfi a rin but may net ga the easy race connections have boon tooting tor. 
Lively Kn&t put last season’s p rorretang second to Golden Spinner at Nowbuy to pod 
use by beating Matar Drum at Huffimgion last inorth, when he had WM Waat Wind some 
way back In thtat That's uarful fean, Mteter Dnan going to Itoor the odds on wee Windy at 
tfie nea meettog- Wkc wma a Oso mpeaedio come on appradebvferrh* trsi at- 
tempt over fences and Sqube S* wtt know he's had a race. Phar From Funny had come 
operwnce between the Ireland trefac embattling one hurtarfi career in thte can- 
ny and s capable of a good shoe. Sel ectio n: SQUIRE QLK 

BONUSPRMT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5400 added 
! 2m 7Y 110yds Penalty Value £4432 

1 2/468-54 spuFwewa^iwano^jGawauii pm* 

2 PFF5B4- 6HAMMSfpU}0iteSASma)Nlirate>{ta«3lO1110 ClkmtjB 

3 11-1 AMREUXM.(JE)(MsClingotareViteDKBtocr7111D MrRSMbeym 

4 111326 aMRnflUSH(33W(TjVIMmDGnUta7U.10 BDwoody 

5 23204-1 BALUfEA BOT (22) (Dens Baiyj D Mdiofcon 6 11 3- A 


6 rvesi QRSHl&LLIO(17)piMElN4p«PhottK7112 BJtaoryCT 

7 J5UU2M- W IHNSt (377)M A Uiddr^xiINGeselBB 91013 W 

8 1231-61 IWIFSPBJGBruiQ(C)(C8SleFamSu9MnHlta0(81D12. 1 

9 33JJP-1 SPB8U.NW)aNr(«l)B(rocyf«**CHB»«ll01Da A P McCoy 

10 naan- ab> parade (M 3 (sm iftu™iJ asms) n id6 rgmm 


19 mPLEPRMT CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS NOVICE HANDICAP 

HURDLE (CLASS F) £2£50 2m 2f Penalty Value £2^57 

EF210-1 URBAN LX7 (17) (C) (MB C J CcfcJ R H()dg» B 11 10 Jitanto<6)B 

P40P11 BUnMGlONSAffpG] pSQnpNsJKke%tdAHaUs8119 01 

4S0O64 MHSreiWH00N(43) (BFHSKHonefttotoJPHoMlBSlDU- 

MFffSA 1ME LEADER (7) [The Butane 8o»9 R&dWl4 10 10 

£227-64 ELEAN0RA MUSE (15) 04 TitaQ ffcdcy fanM 6 10 6 

POf-CfP IFtMU RASCAL £5J^iREartoerJ*DGandate5100 

000850 MADAUR05E(U)(SanuM*«jMJnsS100 

-7 ( 


-GTbranya 

JCUpuap) 


DFOrttffi 

_Da*ITtanr« 


BETTBKt 9-4 BnrikiSne Sam, 11-4 Urtaw l%,9JTkno loader, 5-1 tferertTjpbooB, 6-1 Baeao- 
ra Dm, 25-1 Madam Roaa, 33-1 Uptere Rami 
19BS6 Htgurei caraler 4 9 5 1 Hath 14-1 St Hodgsl 10 on 
FORM GUDE 

TIME LEADER has been showing steady improvement with raon& Ha came from a tong 
way back when running on imo thud behind the unbeaten kvkapura and lets Be Frank (win- 
ner twice snoe) wer two mflas at Worcester last tnontt) and MdnT pet home after hotting 
every cfwce at the second tost behind ASow over 2mSf at Neaibuy on Friday. Today’s thp 
should be ideal enq Ns iiderwea off a hancygb-UitranUly beat sabsttprem winner yet 
Agdn In a Newton Abbot seBer run attesting condnons ID days j® 9. She has won here in 
better company. Wougi alt a ra&ng 17lb towar, and it toote » it she to on* ptobng aass. 
That mgit not be the case with Buttarfm Seas The e^t-yesr-okl shared much-anproved 
tom wt«n dropped into a seder at Rtnbwn In October, coming home eight lengths deer 
despite a bad m«ak& three out naarV Putting hkn out of the race. He vw>n a UkBow sed- 
er even easier last month and stepping up In 0ade wont stxp him ping dose to ennv 
pletmg tne hat-trick. Eteaoom Akrea was lunner-iro three tknes last season, once owr thb 
course, and was hMng her tka run n almost six momhs when toadtog unto the last etWhv 
cantpn 15 days ago. She - * be sbaigwer ms bma and shouldn't be ter awy. 

TlfcCLEADBt 


11 233924 SOCmr FMK (17) (BE) Ms tayGraialG 8^10103 

- - -lldreteed- 

BETnN& 7-2 Boy, 4-1 Aatbe IwaL S-l Onred Ud, 81 SpedM AccomI, SRifltogtoB. 11V 

X tenjtoetfk 1M 8Ue tostoa*. Bodqr fWfe, M-l oNms 
1995: Hareek lad 6 10 9 Mr R MBM 54 (R A*»J IS an 
HMMOUDE 

PWr Hobbs has tost no dme uppadfeg ORSWElJL LAD, game vdrwar of e nowee hawS- 
cap in resting conditrorB « Newmn Abbot 17 days a«> on hit chesbig deouL Hobbe ptacas 
Ns horses wek, and aimot^t n seems as if the seunvyeer-old hae k to do on tNs faster 
Sound, me NaMon Abbot «ui was a good partomrenee Ntar a season off end he msy ml 
have »a necessary acope. Pii i y a Boy also vrerttfraitfitkkD a hanacap tor Nstettt- 
tempt over fences and came ogam to pip Antomney CNef at Towoesfer. On the lace of It 
that went ns grod a performance as Orswefl Lad's, but he’s another young horse wflh 
ptamy of improvement in Nm. Ardooney Chfef « ■ g»d none ml a half Manor to sta- 
btemee Creryto ag h A1 wasn't weS wfl) Genytoutft at Bangor tost bme and she wasn't 
persevered with once her rtoence had gx*. Thfe gsradne and corresam mare had sanad 
thewasonbymnningsecondtDthaimpiwodLiiy'sUirdBtStratJbrriandlsipiltecapa- 
Mr of going dose K back to bar 5e*L Arxke Laval Is on ■ Oft of e rod, even tf t Is spread 
over three seasons. Wtonar of Ns dnsi tour pohn-to-pakn in Ireland n 1B95, he waa un- 
beaten in taro runs mar fences n this coiray tost 9aann and reappeared to beet Beau- 
repelra at WAncancxi tost month. So ferifw tom doesn't amouB to sb mat much, but you 
Cannes knock a hone Pat keeps vanning and hen be a tou^nut to crack. S ywa tag t o a 
ran batter at Tawcesrerthan ha had hare tost bme out. Selection: QRSW0X LAO 


2J50 


BONUSPRMT SELLING HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS G) 
£3,000 added 2m 2f Penalty Value £2^469 

lflP lWAOaBTO8«C«p4MPiielll20 BHamfT) 

533Xf OBfTOII^ pt?Bmrwrs Aim FtoangCUSCPQiraTi 3119 AMa«A» 

441243 FBMKK(3)(MaprAWCPeensRHDdea9116 TDreeorekcp) 

13115 OCIOBHf B80if (USA) (107) (MCRpaJM Rpe BUS- APIAcCoyB 

(OWI THE SMHE HOG gs) (Mb Stoi CNetaant K8sfey710 11 1*R WakWy(7) 

00-45P3 CAStt£COMCRno«seAIUra»RRaa5l08 HrAHoWwMtthB 

2-P6134 ANVIIAIMglGA}(BR (Mann FfeeRscmgCUfUnpeGlOA — a8repto(7)N 

225-030 JO»aT>fB : (23)CIteGBEc«ngl6K3aneB103 RCrereeV 

PC63-46 JHALPBEZJ (30) D*sRTHMaeie!rt ABartWlBlD2 Al 

SBAP3P UF7WlBaro«(WwmRwn«FKttl fen®7;- 


EBF TRR*LEPRMT ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE 
(QUAIJ3B9 (CLASS D) £4,600 2m 2f Penalty Value £4*020 

OOP fWHAaA9*s8ARDfaeralRFnEl5110 MrAHokfemto 

50- RAJttfYKDOD (244)9*80 A LaTicbS H BudSerS 110 ItatM 

00- t£AFROG(2Sa)QttenCbeps4NGBmM51IO 

IJD RfatAR few 5110- 


30- WUK(32n(SECBnsBM9DNcMkaa6110. 


DWM MUADUMKAr (17)l^laifunLlifi MsJReaar6110. 

21 QtMEAaE(R0(XQ(BAIB»C*)MFIpe4U0 

$401-00 8kt DAWE (tender RWy} 9 Romi 5110- 


_AP McCoy 


31- THE LAW AGBfTRST) Ws ttofflher Bare) Jltoto* 511 0_ 
1-2 WADE ROAD Q7) (RE) OtodChMsriMreH MRS 51X0- 


M06P UU.Yl»l*nfpai(EADateLDJBr*s.EP|pB)iasaVfem65109- 
0 SWMff (4Q (DMgt Msksot R 4kra 5 10 9 . 

-32 dirt— d- 


BEnH6C7-4Vfede Boerl,94QaM ERpa, 5-1 MyOak. 7-1 The land ARM, S-lSfc DraU. 14-1 
Pfetodrat Boy, 18-1 others 

1995: leane 5 11 0 J A McCarty IB-1 (0 SheraxKO lBrsn 


iWPWag narNPr 



U 4P5-P2P CAPTAIN ! 

WWixxn wttgv: ICfe True hanefcap *OgXZ Up 7he r«mo 5W9H Captain Skxkfort 9st 7fe 

BErtrett 7-2 tendek, 4-1 October Raw, S-larMnira r .gdJMRBd. 7-1 AklynraB,10-l Tra »e »ra . 

1 M Creflecoanef. 12-1 The Whole Hog, 14-1 others 
irara- Sansm 6 11 7 Jsnfe brant. 11-2 01 Pro! 9 an 

FORM GUDE 

jhai kRCTi »»»« iragnNnfl to eet the hank of thing over fences tost aaason. He p>e a 
reasorabie account of Nmsraf over hunkes * Stratford on Ms reappearance betore being 
boovd down n simflar conpany In the mud at Newton Abbot and returns tt chasm* in the 
kweoidade «i what seems a reawnoble mar*, vwn three runners, Ntottin Pipe cattamly 
means business. AMynaaa was rehretanr to put too much Into It <wer hunfea, so It can 
be a/esKsJ « what he mMa of chasing, and the pick might be October Brew, who 
ra least merfeaome of theturrwtg here on Ns dredng debut to Ausm rater mtoeingtiNO 
- — cmntowur. aaed oft whan tasmgtwo out in a good race ra Kompton attar also 
hangar tor twoseasorto.hasnaaigm lowered quae conetoeratW- R rawfetr is elw«»wn 
STmoe. He's retebto and tacks 0«d aoch-vrey. but ma darker corad to tomrar ■ Msh . p e W- 

SS&cmnm; *0 

fore an Hnprc"*<i trtret m a Chepstow softng NKte. Sefecoorc JHAL f Htu 

TTUPLEPRiNT NOVICE CHASE (CLASS O £6^00 added 2m 
, 2f Penalty Value £5,047 

10002-1 UWrtmmCWtADWialJ«»*wlTii6 •— 

PP ASHt£flWSE(W)(BPhaniim8BRM»llBn7110 DSNtorff) 

3 55434- R^VWC£(21S)(CLR)*0«Nfteto611O- 

4 201OM Wkffi CR6K (31) (N VHawyl A J 7^17110 

r Buao fdom HHIT HQ SR (MS E A KacoM G 


WADE HOW) looked the business when besting 23 othere hart new In a bwnper m asm* 
In April acta mey trave boon hot short of ns bast after seven momhs off whan fear* ty a 
length to Mr ktaddam 7to In stmrtor company at Sanooum on tn* reappearance. TNs 
smart prospect, a hNf-brothar to TTireePhtasopnen among oihets. to erpectado make a 
*tvw« ran ever hundtos. QoM Btfto and The Lewd Agent fn pamcuiad Irave also won 
NHFln races mstyte and shotJdmai» the grade over hurtfles. wNle knptraraitfeni canoe 
expected (tom Mykak, the unpto«»i jotm-twounte vmen The land A(Bnt was mw to wade 
Road's sabtemate Cotanet Btoeer at Kempmn in Jammy. ff Blec t fc ur; WADE ROAD 


BONUSPRMT HAMNCAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £2,050 added 
2m 2f Pwnatty Vakie £2475 

1 13123F- FWST (BfflW0Snn(U®T?r More Anne) flFMng 71111— ——Rnrereiody 

2 BOM2-2 BEK*® OUR BEACH ® (Mb P A R Hot^s 8 11 9 T Nuu raetg) 

3 R212R-1 BA®WB»(l»(ktelMyBkta«TWWBt«x)um6 7118 RMeraeyB 

4 113004 DOMDkONBDREAM(NCMennFtoSlfeaagCU4i4htt4117 SSmfe[7)V 

5 2S/1P-1 mWH*Sp«WreSaurtra^JCW7117 Glfetoo 

6 110-240 THE BLACK IIOMUlIBJjCOIMinin Rpe RsraigCH^M Rpe B 110 8Mone(7) 


7 433301 HHOStmtmfBunrntlact^BlimmAlD33 

8 1UPB4- RMAkBOME (247) (MB RnSRp(iar)Q Mfeg 6108- 


5101. 




8 

9 0B2DlPf CUS5kil«ALfUSA)|553)pCTory)MR 
ID 0P-21B4 aHCfBU0rp7)8*sitoalwrBWtoJIA*ra8lDO 
11 424/680 tkMAH TBMU (18) CDbbK OaOaj K BSny 5 ID P 

Midmua wajfk: 10m True hankap wage: Stay Buy 89 13ft Mb Tnpto 9n7tt 
BQTMC 7-2 itonitaa,4-UrfMee, 32 Braiytea, 5-1 Bsynoa Ora Reach, 181 
Wrat Craggy, rarkafewrwgi, 184. others 
use SpnngftK 8 11 8C Uaxl»4.i (Mss c Hoferf 15 ran 



4 20100-4 KMW CROSS (81) W V Haney) A JWMt 7 llu -~- 

5 6501-2 ^FJWMFWrayp^pntresEAH^coWGBattngSllO. 

6 10000-5 PURBBycmi^CaOlgCirtoiR/toZUq^---. 

7 521201- R0BWS PRK (268) 0*** mrtsJ C 0 

- cnmocai«i?*!iwn*Bt(tofenlArimei7110 


JU routs WOE ftovmg hbtlrM owing arcs being ptBed up at ftp to ApN whan maMngak 
to wto rear* up fiom Dominos ftng wef^ Ttwwterfa olft two mfies 13 days ago- This be- 
TT~rr. • togDn^htoimhnrooverhistaeshB'BBBlytonBwtnraetmprowwrakihlmandhenwy 
be able to hanfie a 7fe item the weights- Banytws is Biso U07fc tQrhs thrae-langihde- 


t P McCoy 
-SUptta 


7 521201- 8DBBB FRBE (268) ffwtaa waaas «. raprem o u u 

S 404155- S0UBESM(2S«IJWratOelertATuiiEI711O - 

| SSS WlO^RMCaOJWILri^^HIVi^BUO. 
ID 011256- fit»0A(25WA**illA*ANTMSDr»OBfesBlO9.____ 

tu _JJJ iMMI. 


jtVmvuMHf 
Jl 


jCUwefei 


BEHMS: 8-11 SOWe S»L 9^ U-* *** W ^ ^ H"*"* ** 

OWeta. 20-1 Pur*** craafcr, Ktoot Cross, 

jjg^WrtoErtevPlace7llOCUeW|h3'l( w TaBanOaaee)9aB 


feat of srtosequer* winner General Torec owr an ccnre two and a half fettone at Iraoestar 
18 d^o agj, hta frst run sfnoe early January. The shotfer trip shouldn't in a problem on 
ins stiff course, thoutfi the feet that he has an acre IS® to shoulder rrntfrt. Haodson 
made m for wt» toofeed an trtudiy Wd MWnd Stiow BwnJ ora an niia (urionghere 
first ftne owrnis season whan coning from a serartndy impesstota posktan (0 catch me 
Itoesng Robarth Tby dose home at Chettennam. IMIh ihim9taeed Hey Dance going or to 
beat Aonncrentt at Taunton «» torni 9eems more than reasonable. Fontakareoga. al- 
thou^ fa fas ytt re MW the poramts( shown to tome** to fcMsnd No eaesorts awo. aw« 
we9 handicapped, theum the HtoBtood to maBayopd Ora ReaMfascM torn wtfmN re 
Nm more of a threat Sefertlotr: jtrrtMS 


RACING RESULTS 


LINGF1EIX> 

iujo; 1 . tahka IG wa^i) tor 2 . 

b 15 . 2 , 3 . Double Blue 94 - 10 ran- 

5. 4. (GWragg^Totra^-^ftLL TO^ flO. 

CACtarW 154: 2. Tjlw- 

iu lull Ik. Tvtrn 18% K- nhrai Seine 20-L 

"sasssaaBSSst 

«-■» u-i-» 7 . 1 : 3. itotilBrStraS-L 9 raa. 

q _2 by Chemcast i4th). 1. lVr. U Bndgsfl- 

SSetTJROJD. 1*20. 0-70. DR 

£18.10. CSF: £3529. Wcao: £19410. Tno: 
£31.60. Non Runner: firauto Oeeta- 



2J0: L QUED4 OF MJL BfflOS IA Daly) 

11-4; 2. NVit m* evens tor & Banwae 
Vtfw JO- 1 . 8 ran. 5. 1 (ft Boss). Tate: 

M.Sft f.1 1ft CL3q£iaXDft fAglCSR 

£5.71. Tno: £12.00 NR Cool Pro. 

axes 1. URSA AUTOR [M W^tam) 15- 

S; 2. Slrare 0*1^4 7-4 fav; 3- BratartNP*»- 

itai 20 -L U rare 6. lVw (P Kefcway). TotK 

£2.70; £L60, £120, £220. Of: £2flaCSft 

Pi W Titr HB-AD. NCTI OJIW. ChUtWj 

Shadow. 

3JD! u HALBStT (P Mcftobe) 20-1; 2. 
Hyxtery Msohlas 6-1; 3. CoWira-C 10-L 

22 tso. 10030 to Tacfycsnsa. y>. hd, (P 

Bursvna). Tote: £1920; £310. £1.70. 
FA j Q DftfUftflCL GSR £104J&TrtcMC 
£880. 7a Trice £12020. MBS PKkpochre C7- 

1 ) raBshaen not iwtef OBtolK 4 aPP 8 ** 

eflbetsdettocbcnlOpinihepQtmO- 

840: 1. muL 94®7 Afflscn) 8-L-2. 
Havwn 7-1; 3. Dojrt Drop Ms 11- 
2. B two. &-2 to CDtoGse. 7. IB 
Meehan), Tote: £11-20; £3& £2 JO. 


CL 60. Dug Forecast £8080. Computer 

Strains Forecast: £5857. TNaar £305.13. 

Titoc £12820 

PfecepoC 03020 Quadpoe £4 JO. 

Ptace fc £5197. Pfaca 5t £3010. 

WINDSOR 

1130! 1 . DNNEBOtD (R Htftas) 3-1 far 

ISakeplO-l; IFakyKN^t 7-1 15 re n. 

7. fid. (M Chanrtonj. Ibte ifi*#, £220 

£3.40. £U 0 , Dual Forecast £1010- C£R 
£35.10 Tte £3220. 
uoteisnsm BMEOCAteMui t-i; 

1 Saostaar IpMactoar 9-Z 9. PerW- 

tetbareetei 14 - 1 . T im. 15-8 Jt to Hem- 

eta Howard (4th). 1 %, !¥*- 0 A*en). Tote: 

£12-10; £150, £140. DR £2140. CSF; 

£3084 

1. FLOW (B PsweU 2-1 toe 2- to- 

0teBUl0-l;3L0re«toaa4-L9ian. l'A 

25. (RBucKer). Totes £3J0; £1-10, £470, 

£L60 DTi £21-90 CSR £2033. Tito: 

£3460 Mb: fisnd Sdka. HnsnAUMf- 


100: 1. PHOTON (A P McCty) 7-1; 1 

Desert (Bean 15-8 tor 3. H a ttfetW p 

Race 7-2 14 rm- 9. 18. (R AkefsssQ. Tote: 

£7 JO £1.40 £L30, £L60 Dus) Forecast: 

£6.00 CSR £1923- Trie £070. 

130: JL Z£RDAR (C OThvyeri 4-5 tec 

1 Dear Do M; 3 l Who's ToSoy 9-2. * 

rea-0 12. (KBafey). Tate: £180 Dft £l-SO 

CSR £3.08. 

OOO: L ACT OF PARLIAMENT (MR Wsh- 

ley) 10030) 2. RSKTe The Rbecae 6-1; 3. 

Coohm 4-1. 7 rreu 31-4toWVMns(4ifU- 

2. & (K feteyi. TMk £020 £2-00. £160 
DR £9.00 CSR £2L48. 

ISO: t. 1£IS BE FRHMC W A fiCgWkO 
5-2 tor, 1 Radreefs Owen 32-1; 3. R*ta- 
ttvw Chanca 7-1 13 «l ?h. lL (Nod T 

Oaml.'Mae £4.80; £140. £4.40, £130 

DP: £32.60 CSR £33-57. Those £102.70 
Trkr £31_30. 

Ptempte: £11080 Quadpat £14^0 
Place te £86,45 Ptaea B: £4583. 

■ Leicester abandoned due to fog. 


sport 


wril known tor viewing Flax rac- 
ing with thinly veDed disdain, 

but even he may appreciate the 

efforts of his summer counter- 
parts on Britain's behalf on 
Sunday. Several of our top 
trainers will be represented at 
Hong Kong’s valuable Interna- 
tional meeting at ShaTin, and 
there wfi] be disappointment if 
all return empty-handed. 

Ed Dunlop’s BoamaL winner 
of the Haydock Park Sprint 
Cup, was badeed from 5-1 to 7-2 
with Victor Chandler yesterday 
to land the International Bowl 
while Thgula, trained by Ian 
Raiding, is also prominent in the 
betting forwhat will be his final 
race. Frankie Denari, who win 
partner Tkgula, has already rid- 
den a winner at Happy Vhlley 
this week and is looking forward 
to Sunday's card. Tm delghted 
to be back, Tm flying and I can T 
wait,” he said yesterday. 

Dettori w3J also ride Needle 
Gun (Cup) and Luso (Vise) for 
Clive Brittain, while Rnt Island, 
in the Cup, is another British 
challenger. Both will need to be 
at their peak to master Da 
Hoss. Michael Dickinson’s 
Breeders’ Cup Mite winner. 



Falls emphasise fund's worth 


“On the Gallops” by Malcolm 
Coward, distinguishes the front 
of this year's Injured Jockeys 
Fund Christinas card, the 
fund’s chief source of revenue. 

In a year which has claimed 
the life of one jockey. Richard 
Davis, in a racecourse fall, and 
at a lime when two of the 
leading riders over jumps, 
Mark Dwyer and Lorcan Wyer, 
are out of action because of se- 


rious injury, the risks which rid- 
ers take and the need of a fund 
to support them remain all to 
vividly clear. 

Dwyer, whose arm was 
smashed in a fall at Kelso on 
Mondav. has been weaned off 
painkillers and was allowed 
home from hospital yesterday. 
\Vyer is determined to ride 
again after a fall and a kicking 
at Aintree a fortnight ago left 


him with multiple facial injuries. 
“Half an inch difference and 1 
could have lost an eye.” he said. 

Available with the cards, 
which cost £4.50 per pack of U). 
are calendars (£b each), tics 
(£10), tote hags (£7). Orders 
should go to the Injured Jock- 
eys Co Ltd, 29 Mill Lane, Wel- 
wvu. Herts. AL6 9EU. 
Telephone: (01483) 715430: 
Fax:101438) 717515. 


MARKET 


HYPERION 

1230 GtenvaUy U00 Parrot"* HU U30 Ataiu 
2 j 00 CELTIC SRVER (nap) 230 Cantav Express 
3 jOO Mister Drum 330 Air Brfdga 



GOING: Good to Soft (Good tn places. Soft to pfens). 

■ Bigte-lraad, itrai ]i imikilralin i imik ITim In iifmii fiulnn 
M Come to E of tram on A63I . Mukn Itoren raeUon (Unrota • 
G rt— Ip kne) 1m. ADMISSION: nob s u (Junlore 16-21 8 «s- 
denw £8); Ttaurafe 16 (OAPs wbo are members of roorw'sJo- 
b&ee Chtb &)). CAE PAKX: Ptenie areae £3. remainder bee. 


14-1 StoH 


(IQ T Eeaeby 4 10 12 Rten«y 

OB) lAcl ftw 4 ID 12. SUytorPt 

E (ZQ rn ssran 4 10 12 .MM tom 

B0»Jttep5I3l2 ADoteto 

ftO0KCI3}OBMcrei6:07 k k l —i 

Bft aE CT * Hgp»n 5 10 7 ABSeM 

B-4 Good Vtera, 2B-1 Fenra*. 12-1 Eraaet MHara. 


2jPQ|AIJEXANDRA motors handicap chase 


tiU 


M irantran VTB8T TIMB: rhuura Ductr ( 1 . 00 ), Cool 
Weather (2.00). Sprig kute (030). 

WDfNEBS IN TBX LAST SEVEN DATS: Nm>. 
LONG-DISTANCE BUNNEBS: Boneleocfa (2.00) has been 
imt '204 miles by J Other bom BevHek, Bordem; Ivy B o w 
(100) A Jack Doric (3J>0) sent 187 miles fer J J CNefll tram 
Skeken Wood Bid. Ctentato. 


(CLASS E) £4^500 added 3«n 4f 110yds 

21114a RMCUUDI (Sparer 9 117. — k Storey 

(TOP-1 WOOLAWOBOf (U) ROrt&8114 GCtofl 

5W-2U1 nor HOUSE (Ml. 1 07«: 3 11 3 >_R McCMh (S) 

30261-3 H0USnK(9rjT«sm3tea71013 C Marie B 

■Mf ?« SOOtBOVK9IOt}P3eam»tS ID 2j— ff&opfeB 


I' iO ^n l BQBKEncaNXIKMALSSOlJNSHCAP 
HTXE (CLASS G9 £2A50 2m 3f ldflyds 

1S00-P CAHAM W0r (40| enroll 7 11 10 DJI 


1264-33 HMUNDMMl2DRCn»10119- 
08-142 OLBJVAUJ (41)8 kknay 513 8- 


1 
2 

3 

4 42-2032 NWSH«MK{5B)(BF)X0iMy5n5. 

5 006300- VKKSBiAIJEKr(UBHQKMa9n5U2_Ml 

6 04253-0 TROTS DREAM (21) MHmirard 5 111 I 

7 013P45 JUSTFORAREASON 02) RAriatA 11 0 1 

8 2RU54 Bi A K0M8II (USA) (9)CGBrl511 0 

B 0-50224 KAIXHTOM LAD(2S)J PBrtes 7 10 13 PI 

10 435433 STOS’HOM (74B) J LHg> 6 10 9 1 Erato 

11 600060 TWOS CU) (Cty wsawi HID 8 SU|*«r 

£2 POff TOOEH CHAMCIBl(6B5)IISMM«yB 100 0 Prior 

-Udraferad- 

AMetra eetec 10k. 7iue fratenp aeiffB: Totfr CTrarafer9B »l 
BEnne: S-l OkoratoM Xtefete M. M PriteWbRu to AHoerak. 
7 - 1 1)W« DreraA 10-1 Wrattra Atait Hteteto ted, M4 Otora 


CONSTANT SECURITY NOVICE MJRDLE 
(CLASS E) £3fiOO 3YD 2ra 2/ HDyOs 

AMflUH ICBHtS J Medde 10 32 THra 

6 BAASM(2>) JNatrr 1012 WRy 

P EXIRBB.YRBay(2g)BobJDialD12 VSbM 

ffi«JKJOf«Jft!rtesl022 Plttera 

46 HKREHBIBSWE(2O)Mlfee0ralD12 — DmkByree 

MR60tDJMJeBenonl012 Klferira(7) 

0 MO MORE RASSEpJl Iks M Raeley 10 12 PNton 

PARROTS Ml UTonptac 10 12 ADetekt 

OOPO PHANTOM DANCS (19 MSareoty 10 12 DPtoferB 

05 FRQPOUS POWBI P3) M W EaSardy 10 12 iftBiJiii 

SHOJA Mrs Vtariey 1012 H Mteg Bi 

04 saOBBS(BO)jntiaaldlD12 FteteyJS) 

SOCOYMAaC(USA)eMml012 I Akkra 

2 BBJMBn (20) 6 likbrat 10 7 KErato(S) 


39232-4 POekMCmcps) uretimM910il Rttonfey 

53*323 C|UCSBKXR2)mkteSSn«lR81011Rk*red<kMt 

P0P55-4 SPMROWHAU £29) J FitiCerafci 9 10 10 Ptora 

003331 «RHMSBAR(29)|(9»sPSb8l03 RMHfer 

U) 43513-1 SHW WST0H BOTlO) MOapmatr 13 lfl O.Wkto rttogW l 

11 234-555 fiOOL*®0»BU23)PateekWMiB100_ ASUBB 

12 201250 ARRANSE A GAME (ID) Mgs i Boner 9 10 0 SWyte((5) 

-12 Mnd- 

limm noi^it lOs. &up rtanufcap segnt Suwsan Bn 9S 13b. Cool 
WeaffraSstlCfc. AnangrAGameSBiab. 

BEiniO 7-2 toy HraMtBaCMBe Stow, 7-1 VbodtoritBOft Wy Sting, 
HtSiraraltaB. praeto Pikle. 1M Brktore Bra. 12-1 nttew 


O OA I CLUGSTON HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £3300 added 2m If tLOyds 

DF5200- nVMP5])SGofete5120 JCGafem 

1F112-1 CSnAUtEXPR£St(B)6g ASDtasr4lll2 TDoy 

22131- 4 C0MHHB-AMBmtroWMsASraart6U5JMtoa 
226008 (raOCSff GHKOt (IN ICO) Ms L Slttk 7 106-RSreeto 

100050 mBMPQGIUtod6100 NRo*rire(7) 

110643 SCBDEUOHTCUJOaenran610a KBtarari 

moor nSTS DBJQHT (5S2) l*s V AcaNey 5 ID 0-P IhtmteBn 


Mntoun eeiffit lfltt True tendkap «e(gr fierft OeS^s 9u £fc 

BEnBtt 84 Cratara BPM* » CnteM AtoktoR, E-l Mm tote B-l 
Stere MRC Ifrl tooewt Geev- 14-1 Mraflrate 2S-1 Rndto Daltet 


LiU 


BOTkkk 7-2 Betetrito, 4-1 Mo Hare ttarafa. 6-1 Ptoretto ML 7-1 Sta 
Brate. Mnrftef* ftfcoB, 10-2 Pn eter iitai , pwp M l i tote M-lnUrae 

CAiDERPRMT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £3£00 added 2ra If llflyds 

1 3012- AUUUICMRJRDGEnU51012 Plfean 

2 0- DOUBAL GHb)l} fiacr»e* 5 10 1? RSfeppto 

3 O0F45 BBESTMUMM(2aGIUbBd41012 Jl Cetei p) 

4 *010 RRRSS(M ttePS%r51012 Rl 


005-1HJ 

311-121 

1/P02S 

P035PR 

5F 

130 or 
32M-3F 
02021-4 
P1D2-Q2 


B CLASSC DABT (20) R Sltcer 10 7. 

440 N0RXS9I FMCON n MWEXXICrlO 7 RBMfeB 

0 P0NISIBBIAP0)tlMMtetl07 A.SSMB 

-171 


BEmifcsa 

Bora,H 




UK HYGENE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,500 added 2rn If HOyris 

E0IBSIUEUI>(B|m T toteror5U5 PMw 

MEIER DRUM (UQ Mraman 7 115 Jtteffto 

BOLD BOSS (8) (BR G M Moore 7 1012 B Storey 

OWDBMLSMCR(XqjMfete710U ASSrift 

FAKAUirnMSOMRby61012 D Pater 

FBMAara BROnet n kfe S 6 ID 12 JtktetaM 0) 

MOtDem£(lS)mJ)07taaSlD12 1 

SOBair MGHTTO J PfiCrak) 5 10 12 
Uk HCCPt (9) M Hammon d 6 10 12 

tester Onra. 114 GoMn HaBo. 4-1 Jack Dnyta. M Bold 

Nve, B-l UK Hygtere, 10-1 Fte Afer. 2M etten 



Genltty 


CtRSIMASNTERNEDIArECLARRNGNH 
FLAT RACE (CLASS H)£LS50 2m If UDycfe 

5 W*RD*GW(4U JBEGeold 4 11 9 /teto^PJ 

06 AltBRIDS(20)RWItetor4US DJU ra kragUR 

1 POPWTSDRE*M(24) JWBfHjn61012JirRThwkBB(S) 

640- CMEDIWE(20(A KUcr^n 4 ID 11 EtoklteHA 

PUSH ON POUT J (toes 6 10 ID J>Mid0ey(3) 

130 SPRB MOSUM (17) DGanac4n4 10 SS a pbta Mk3M sy 
IHE LADY CAPIMM Diton 4 104. 


DOMTTQlMMKICarGlO? _T J OonriOHl (7) 

0 M0VBA(ZD)WSrnth63O0 STaytor® 

BSmfea-lltottekDMrai.T^SpdgteBte.frlAirBrtdte.PtoEnoute- 
7-1 We UWCariato. 8-1 DoofM Marta. 10-1 otten 


2JjO 




HYPERION 

1240 Warner For Mayers (rib) LID Monks Jay 
140 Harry 2J0 Feel The Power 2AO Segala 
320 Coney Hoad 3L40 Artec Warior 


BET WITH im TOTE NOVICE CHASE 
(QUALF1BD (CLASS E) £4^00 2m 3f 

345514 lEGALNOttr P5 MB C Jorwsey 6 11 5 XltaMy 

43a*31 M AHB tete tteteBMP5)HWPftU»ra9110— MrMBknra 

3 APPLE JOHN {IRRMnsr 7 1012 PHratay(3) 

43PW) BAMtokT OiDBaaKSlO 12 Iterawa 

JOfiVO ER*ST4I»60RMP40) MsSLarnnan 7 1012 — AFteMV 
66.73-3 fmiMPOnei (MXBtoySlOU CO Drew 


INSPECTION: 7«m 
GOING: Good to Soft (Good tn pteeee). 

R| Bigfetond course with 3t»yd run-in. 

■ Racecame to nenb of dry on A4D. Kerefcrt raihray Maaon 
toODemfleawey. ADAOSSOON: (TubSI2;Taararaltol5>;coiine 
encksure 16. CtB FAUX: Free. 


OU MBH HANDED (24)TCkrael 5 1012- 
J0U.Y BOAT FJraton 91012- 


—5 Wynne 


BUNXEBED nBOTTDtfE: FOdi (12.40). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DaYSc Nome. 
LONG-DISTANCE BUNNEBS: SegAte (2.40). JuM One Qaete 
Oob (3.40). Mraktre 0-40} 4 OU CsvsOer 112.40) tow teen 
ean 221 mHea bj J J OTteOl Oran Sfcckco Wood End. Cntnhrto. 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 3054-PP MMCS GOLD 07) 1*5 L tercels 6 10 12 JUBetanfe 

10 485254 HNGSSHBUIB (M»0Mr91012 JraraAOkre* 

11 00653/ MOT MOOMtfflAIWfconr 1012 Altomtan 

12 2022 fill ZAROOH 05) D terofeen 5 10 12 D 

13 ATO0O BBSH PSW (9) T Moron 9 10 7 M 

14 BO44P0 W W ieptePy Bton9U )T — MrAWMto(l) 

BETiM 7-4 Feta tte Pomt, 3-1 Mrinere Mkrer. HZtatoon, 8-1 Aj>- 
pfeitara 10-1 Jeky Bata, 10^ Htotaari. 14-1 tafaw 


140 WTOEMARSH NOVICE KLBtDLE (CLASS 
1 > E) £3000 added 2m 3f 110yds 


U3S3-10 MEDFORD 03} WGMTmr 6115 IPtreerfT) 

300000- ACMLNWCE (321) N Aj«1e 5 10 12 WMcftoteta 

NIMCY6AU F UnjflS 10 12 BWyrae 

040342- Bm£SHHDDBI0K93Snri42022 JLrarera* 

11 BOOHS MADOet (23) WgVWans6 1D12JI Wnraoe 

2305 BURKIWOOD MELODY (1AP Orion 5 10 12 ISrato 

04U- CMJHBOnS(Be3KBta«pB1012. 

00 MRM0inMa»(Z3)fHeddy61012- 

600 HrSKMAIBKMH (9)HOtoerS1012 VS 

04 NdNS0N{B)RDmi71Dl2 MrCBatoer(SO 

4 aU>CAVMB(41]Jjmtek51012 JIAHbtetaU 

63626- SUPRSKRTBI (214) KBafey 6 10 12 CQ-Deyra 

02*00 l>C BRERS) (LgJ TuA 4 10 12 SMcMtai 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 
33 

14 

15 

16 0345- KADAII MUCH (2B2) N TtaoorHtotas 5 10 7 . 

-IStiecfered- 

BEttMa 3d Bools Maddao, 4-1 Wkreta Fra Ptayras, 6-1 MMmd teck. 
7-1 Bu ere — Byre. 01 MAdfcri, 10-1 OM C e n Be r . 12-1 tatew 


UWLAN AMATEURS NOVICE HAKXCAP 
*-**** i HURDLE (CLASS E) £%000 added 2m If 


BF3641 WOFAHBBVWT 05) N Hcnfeste 5 U 10 Jto C Mte" (S 
540124 WBKYOM M M O gl) MBaoaagia 11 flJtoAWtato(7) 

005 SMALA tmJJOTfcf 5117 JtoLCareorenm 

OFO-2FP COWURVAteBJIB. pB)SDcuSl5T013-MrJJk*ra(51 
P-&U52 nwarSHDOSl pel me Xna 530 13 jam* Jetm IS) 
00090 FOLLOW DC CAil QX) D LtXora 6 10 a MrClta*(T) 


F14SS2 SKRAM (Bt RDflei 3 10 5.. 


.JfeC 

rO 


331-5 WARMER HK FUOT3S (23)PHobbe51012 — BPtoraB 
CP fUH M P kte(ter5 10 7, 


350 lfEDEAC0lBS(lB)kfeAME5 105. 

U3S5P tnEYBED WOOO (U) I ftrora S 105 j. —A 

10 6043P0 ROOV.HJfTClS?H^res ’i05....J*rP 

11 P4PP- ANALOBUE (225) R &Mev 4 10 2 UbeC 

12 5056 BBSHHUCA»(3UH0her3102 MrNHOBrer(I) 

13 OP4P0O CAiSrS COUNK UD PlCwraflp, 6 10 0 

—C T am ta ratT) 

14 000006 AtPNU£AnBtmifiesta»5100 MrJ fl i ratar> (7) 

-14dednd- 

ItMnnr iQa Due wiSto: C3rey)t ivaiafl Sis 13tt. Itaffe 9a Ufc 

BETTBIB: 9^ Mto|fteMS fitoy. 4-1 S*ttate 5-1 Raren’A Mmt, 8-1 IRte - 
to Cbreri« StariL 14-1 Coney Mfetarta. 101 oSwre 

KINGS CAPUE NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £AfiOO added 3m If UOyds 
(13) G Baking 7 U 10 SCUM 


3J0 


UD 


SSNEY PHHU»S FOR PUBS HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 added 2m 3f 

0121 m- OWl 11 «Pa£P 80 )mPCnin*cei 20 te-CBwraiP) 
38>542 IASAK (ffl R Carson 11 12 0. Dtewta 


003-; . . 

PUJ332 UHB BH£Ult*CBnisSSm*tSU9 — te-PIkny 

0FB3-5 MAJORS UBACY (13) T Fnatr 7 11 8. After** 

5P2ZC- BOHMCX 8C0BE (214) DttteP&9116 SMcfWI 

P6215-1 EXPSCSSTRAVG. («1)RCUh 8U5 DMonta 

23O0T? MODEMMER (RUftaosttieU-t PHofcy 

G06W3 HANQOVERWRleelOu: „„4Ho*re(S 

GBraiey 

NMann 


oms OOWT ROW P^C3r»g 7112- 
455205 COBJWB1 (27)7 Grcachead 6111- 


230006 5S7B?BQS2t R»kiSl4f74rrH)5123 B 

310415 MONKS JAT (20) (Bf) G Ttorer T 10 12 1 1* 

/2J2f 4- S»R0rtan’pB^nCMarock91O7 IHrarey 

5103134- IWBPff (2M)HAhar61Dr _PtateyP) 

300413 new »ttSLRBhads81D0 
-7 ‘ 


MtotoUB oelfc 10a. True hardop H&fft Ww 9k 136. 

BETTBKE LM iratate M Ntete94t Mwtefey, lia WtaWB. 7-1 Sta- 
Mr Rssa, M-l Ovra Tte Pota, 151 Star Of Stay 


IM 


PENCOED SELUNG HURDLE (CLASS G) 

£2^00 added 2m If 

55P-1 Hta«rCl^D0l«»S611S DiferateB 

035220 Snw&AgOSEWBUetefrigllO WJL U rariy 

QPO BAU1WS (BDN4teb7l012. 

COHHMP J M ftaoer 5 10 12- 


OP OABNBRIDE(2O)J5riti)52022- 
GUM&ARMOCX R Judos 4 10 12_ 


.^Itante 

-OtayUea 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 

9 

10 

11 OO0PO4 qomOmaON (2AJQirata951012 NTE0BP) 

12 05- aaErFKE(ttfi)Rtafes4U12 PHBBw 

13 AUDREY GRACE Mas (^rKetow 5 10 7 OBtidftalir 

14 0 WM0RRQM5HARKSrClWBHDdga4107^llramre 

-UdriM- 

aenwfc 02 Htoty, 02 A flfe ey Cro ne , Mtera Strata Btaes,7'lPirad 
teera, 01 SMta A ppra. 101 rremm a p . 12-1 offiere 


PO50O6 UKSnSTBUES (SEJCtaiaSlOrt— ^BBtodkyB 

0 MQHir(2T)GY*fey410l2 Jltetiteffl 

6 tfreHflU&BW6Mftmer4l012 WUtftetond 

PROUD IMAGE G MeQut 4 10 12. 


1 
i 

3 

4 

s 
6 
7 
B 

9 

10 «P4> (NBI1WWSIW(7)JKre«am91013 1 Harvey 

11 OOOOM eOUWOWK{2R7Goar^610Zl UARbgtnU 

12 3P612-4 BDSSYMOBB (2D) A Sserser 7 10 U Cerbri 

13 U4W04 COKCHAteOBt UftRBtaterSlOlO BPoraB 

14 6PPQ f IM R gT B BI S rp7HBf)BA)ner6l04 PHratayCT 

15 PTDGD *BS0UIUU|3RJPa%9103^ TJktapff 

16 PSD- MfiBEOBMGDOM (ZBSICEteUni 101 — I AMtatefey 

-Utiecteed- 

BCIIMB: M EStaeseltereL 01 Craey Rrad, 01 Bekcrad, 7-1 Map* 
Legacy, 10-1 BatMa Bebfata. Cunrtata tow, U-ltatere 

SHEPHERDS MEADOW OPEN IW FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) £1^600 added 2m If 
10 jusrowniEsnoN (28qjjorNea6iiuNviRtanH 

5 AaaiHIBB0ff(27IK&*)511J COftqv 

BOZO Brfite5U4 MCHffltnm 

CAIIPHEW 0SWMU5114 lAMeCtatoy 

4100 COOLHARff (513) H M^ies 511 « J*AVMe(7) 

00 GB0CnMM0MiP2^KBnteaerS114J)BMsMv 
5 D0UBaiRAH0(U)NTvwcr-0»K411 4-LS«b«m[7) 
JACK JTi*Ji4114 S 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
B 

7 

8 
9 
ID 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 


JtBTBAURO BDeHa*4U4 

0 IQRSirS CREST ^7) RQdfeS U4 

Q ■“ 


laranrs muoh wr J Sritn j u j Tjimfe 

OM MOMBUPSC MaoekS 114 IRKM0I 

6ttlMrVBIIDKNItenaetStn4U4 MARbcvtad 

StBPBSECnTAJWten5114 JLltenU 


4 QU1MD0E GSJtoejtranBlD 13. 
000 MAfiSUSSP)JJ0NM4 1O13 

-IBdtctotod- 


— 9 Hogan® 


BEnm& 7-2 Cmp Head. 4-1 Sridey Vataure, 5-1 tone ktontar. 7-1 
Dcra ■ ta n—, tart Ora Q e ra Bri . BlCMndee, IM ettere 


Players 
to fight 
over 
quota 

Rugby League 


DAVE HAD FI ELD 

The Rugby League Players’ As- 
sociation is to fight the cVpanskui 
of the overseas quota to six per 
club. Ihe change was approved 
h\ the Rugby League Council on 
Wednesday, but the players' 
union chairman. Nic Griniold- 
h>', describes his members as “up 
in arms” over the issue. 

“We believe (hat ii i.s a dis- 
aster in both the long and the 
short term," Grimoldby said. 
“As players come off the quota 
after five tears in Britain, clubs 
will have more than six imports 
oil their botiks. 

' It is going to cut off op- 
portunities for a whole gener- 
ation of British players *iind it 
is only being driven from Aus- 
tralia in order to fix tip their sur- 
plus players." 

The Association is consulted 
by the Department of Hmplo> - 
ment over new applications for 
work permits. 

“We will not give our hack- 
ing to any of the new appli- 
cuus.” said GrimoKfoy. who has 
been trying to arrange a meet- 
ing with the League’s chief ex- 
ecutive. Maurice Lindsay, to 
discuss his members' concerns. 

Wigan confirmed yesterday 
that the>- are in negotiations 
with Wasps which could lead to 
Va’aiga Tuigamala staving with 
the union club until the end or 
their Courage League season. 

Warrington, who haw broken 
off talks with St Heteas over the 
sale of lcstvn Harris, have the 
League s backing in their bid to 
sign the New Zealand Test for- 
ward, Tom* Talupu. Halifax also 
claim lo have signed the play- 
er, but Lindsay said that, in the 
absence of any evidence. War- 
rington’s registration of the 
player was regarded as valid. 


New coach 
provides 
a boost 

Rowing 


HUGH MATHESON 

Britain’s lightweight oarsmen 
w'ere boosted yesterday when 
the appointment of Sean Bow- 
den as the new national coach 
was announced. Bowden took 
the lightweight eight to the 
world championship in 1W and 
was then transferred to the 
heavyweight crew for Atlanta. 

In his absence the perfor- 
mance of the lightweights 
slumped: the Olympic double 
finished 12ih and ihe coxlcs four 
10th, though this failure was. in 
part, due to the lack of an ex- 
perienced lightweight coach. 
Bowden. 33. was head coach at 
Nottinghamshire County, a main 
source of lightweight talent, 
from 1989 to 1994. 

The other key oarsmen grav- 
itated to London Rowing Club. 
These two groups were often di- 
vided when there was no single 
person in charge of the pro- 
gramme. He said "We nave 
proved in the past that composhe 
crews work but wu must deal sen- 
sitively with the clubs. The chal- 
lenge will be to get the best out 
of the talent we know is there." 

Bowden's appointment de- 
pends on a gram from the Lot- 
tery Sports Fund Class 
Performance Programme and 
will, ideally, continue to the 
Sydney Olympics. He thinks 
lightweight performances hate 
improved rapidly since they 
were admitted to the Olympics 
and said: “We must organise 
quickly not to get left behind." 
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English 


English football turns back to 
its domestic competitions this 
weekend bolstered by the rare 
satisfaction of knowing horizons 
will be widened again in March. 

Manchester United's 2-0 win 
over Rapid Vienna in Austria on 
Wednesday night enabled them 
to join Uwerpool and Newcas- 
tle in a European quarter- final 
United will play Porto in the 


to 


-O—UWUSI 

five years. The foot- 
ing impact of that ban became 
aearonly when h was BftecL In 


Manchester United's Champions' League success highlights 
the progress of Premiership clubs. Glenn Moore reports 




opponents when the CupHwxn- 
ners’ Cup and Uefa Cup draws 
are made nest Wednesday. 

Not since the 1984-85 season, 
when Everton, Liverpool, Tot- 
tenham and Manchester Unit- 
ed all survived the aut umn cull, 
has the English game retained 
a post -Christmas interest in all 
three European competitions. 

That season wfl] be forever 
scarred by the tragedy of Heysel, 


— U - - )«vriUbUjlKK ac*- 

en quarter-finalists - none in the 
P' es ti&3us Champions’ Cup. 
Even Belgium managed nine, 
while Italy produced 31. 

Know appears that English 
oubs have caught up - at least 

tothe extent where they are com- 
petitive. Whether either of the 
Uniteds go an to win remains in 
“°ubL Liverpool seem the best 
bet, but the Cup-Winners’ Cup 
is the weakest competition (it 
produced five of the seven Png, 
tish quarter-finalists and one 
winner. Arsenal, in 1994). 

Manchester United speak 
confi dently of hitting their best 
form in the spring, but they still 


have a da unting task. I -ike Ju- 
ventus, Porto won five and drew 
one of their six qualifying 
games; United lost three. Mar- 
tin Edwards, the United chair- 
man, confirmed yesterday that 
money was available to 
strengthen the side. “It is up to 
the manager-we are more than 
capable of supporting him," 
Edwards said. “We don’t bud- 
get for cup success so anything 
we get from it is a bonus.” 

Victory on Wednesday was 
worth at least £3.5m to United. 
The three points were worth 
£5(XL000 earn, there was a £L2m 
bonus for qualifying and the 
home tie with Porto will realise 
about £800,000 in gate receipts. 
Then there axe all the other 


commensal spin-offs. Clubs like 
Wst Ham, United’s Premiership 
opponents on Sunday, can only 
dream of such figures. 

However, having the money 
is one thing, spending it anoth- 
er entirely. United can add up 
to two players to their European 
squad but they must be signed 
by 15 January and must not nave 
played in any European com- 
petition this season. That rules 
out Barcelona’s Nad&l and 
Ronaldo, Milan’s George Weah, 


- but not Fabrizio RavaneL 
In the light of Wednesday’s in- 
jury list, Alex Ferguson maty 
wish to spend immediately. Unit- 
ed returned to Manchester Air- 
port with Roy Keane cxi crutches 


and Nicky But! and Gary Neville 
lim ping . Keane, it emerged, had 
19 stitches in a deep cul Insert- 
ing them took nearly an hour. 

Butt has bruising to his knee, 
Neville a hamstring strain. Both 
could be fit for Sunday. Yet* with 
Phil Neville and Andy Cole al- 
ready injured, Romry Johnsen 

Ibier snh fresh Irom^surgery, 
United’s resources an: stretched. 

Though those players should 
be fit by March, there will sure- 
ly be new injuries. Suspensions 
are also becoming a danger. Six 


resisted suggestions to dean the 
slate for the quarter-finals. 
The progress of the Uniteds 


and Liverpool has a side bene- 
fit which one of the trio could well 
enjoy. Eight countries, chosen 
through “co-efficients" based 
on the last five years in Europe, 
win have two entrants in next sea- 
son’s Champions’ League. Eng- 
land are ranked seventh and 

cause Manchester United’s 1992 
Orp-Wmners’ Cup triumph ceas- 
es to count after this season. Now 

they should retain their place 
(though, given ITVs financial 
musde. the formula would prob- 
ably have been changed if not). 

While UV was relieved to see 
United progress. Italian televi- 
sion’s biggest mogul, Silvio 
Berlusconi, was shattered by 
Rosenborg Trondheim’s con- 
quest of his Milan team. The 
Norwegians upset the month- 
watering (and lucrative) quarter- 
final pairing of Juventus and 


Milan. Nor were the Milanese 
fans impressed: Milan were im- 
prisoned in San Siro until after 
midnight and their team coach 
was stoned when they finally 
emerged despite having a police 
escort. The Rosenborg bus had 
earlier left to applause. 

Milan’s exit could mean 
Weah's much-predicted move to 
Arsenal docs come about and 
much sooner than expected. It 
could also lead to Roberto Bag- 
gio joining the Premiership. 
He is one Milan player who 
would not have welcomed Ar- 
rigio Sacchi’s arrival. Sacchi 
dropped Baggio from the na- 
tional side and his substitution 
of Baggio at half-time on 
Wednesday could herald the Di- 
vine Ponytail’s departure. Bag- 
gio, 30 in Ftebmaiy, may wel| be 
tempted by the Premiership’s 
fields of gold. 



Peter Schmeicherfe stunning (five to keep out Rene Wagner's header In Wednesday night's victory over Rapid Vienna drew comparisons with the celebrated save by Gordon Banks from Pete in the 1970 
World Cup. Diving to his right, the Manchester United goalkeeper somehow scooped the ball over the bar as the Austrian team's forwards moved In to capitalise on any rebound. Schmefche! yesterday 
played down the save. 'It was pure luck,’ he said. 'I saw three players in the area who might get a header In so I was ready for It, but it was still .just a lucky save' Photographs: Clive BnmskiH/AJIsport 


Rangers 

may face 
a short f 
summer 


Rangers’ top players are facing 

(i dose-season break tu ti»ticiy 
a fortnight next summer if they 
succeed in landing another at- 
tempt at the Champions 
League. The Ibrox manager. 
Walter Smith, yesterday spoke 
out about the extraordinary 
demands made on British play- 
ers alter another dismal Euro- 
pean campaign. 

While he did not oner too 
marrv gomes as an excuse for a 
fifth defeat in six Champions’ 
League matches - 2-1 at Aux- 
erre on Wednesday - Smith be- 
lieves no other span expects top 
performers to peak so fre- 
quently. If, and Smith stressed 
“iP, Rangers win the Scottish 
title for the ninth successive year 
in May to equal Celtic’s record 
they arc likely to face two 
Champions’ League prelimi- 
nary rounds. 

Scotland’s recent record in 
Europe Is such that it lookfl, 
odds -on that Ucfa’s co-effi- 
cient tabic will condemn the 
champions to that fate prior lo 
the lucrative group stages. The 
first leg of the first round is 
scheduled for 23 July, offering 
a massive headache for cither 
Glasgow club. Scotland's last 
World Cup qualifier this season 
is due in Belarus on 7 June, so 
there would be just six weeks to 
cram in a break and pre-season 
training for the international 
players. 

Rangers scored only five 
goals in their six Champions' 
League games, conceding 13 
and collecting just a single 
£500.000 Uefa win bunas to add 
to ticket, television, advertising 
and other income. 

EUROPEAN CUP QtMmrJtaab: 19«uss*a 
Dortmund v Auwwr: 2 Mmcnostnr United v 
Porta: 3 Aja* v Attebco Madrid; 4 RutinDors 
Tiondhwn v Juvenhrs. ifiro S March, sec 
and legs 19 M*cW. SdmMmata: 9 .ind 
Aprt twiners tki 1 » ue 2; 60 3 v Oe 41. fl- 
oat 28 May iiUumem. 

EUROPEAN CUP-WINNERS - CUP Final: 14 
May fRottailwn). 


The City critics have 
Lee on the back foot 


Boston the sleeping giant-killers 


GUY HODGSON 


There were times when Francis 
Lee had the care-ridden look of 
a man sitting on a keg of gun- 
powder. Something might go 
off. and it was not hard to 
imagine who the splattered vic- 
tim would be. Being the chair- 
man of Manchester City has 
never been easy - yesterday it 
was well nigh impossible. 

It was the dub's annual meet- 
ing at Maine Road and for PLC 
you could read Plenty of Local 
Criticism. Words were bandied 
about like “unhappy" and “de- 
pressing" - and those were just 
the ones that Lee used. The 
smaller shareholders were about 
as seething as you would expect 
from innocent partners in a 
football disaster which sees a 
dub which likes to regard itself 
as “trig" in the First Division rel- 
egation zone and £26m in debt 

There was good news, a rights 
issue that will provide £10m for 
transfers and increase the share- 
holding of “white knights” 
Stephen Boler and John Whrdle 
but, if that was designed to de- 
flect the fire, then City's power- 
brokers were disappointed. 
“What we see on the pitch is a 


disgrace", one man said. An- 
other asked: “When are we go- 
ing to get a manager?” lb cap 
it all, one supporter reported 
Nicky Summerbee for swearing 
at the crowd. Lee, who promised 
to fine the player if the allega- 
tion was true, was by this time 


1 get blamed if the toilets in 
the North Stand are blocked," 
he said, trying to spread the 
blame, “or if Andy Dibble drops 
the baH The tabloids have it that 
everything is Francis Lee’s de- 
cision but dedaons are made at 
board level. We’re a democra- 
tic dub.” 

This seemed to strike a chord 
and his mistake was to expand 
the theme to lambast wealthy 
detractors who have not fol- 
lowed up criticism with invest- 
ment. “We have a lot of people 
who say they want to put mon- 
ey into the dub but when it 
comes to It they will not put 
money where their mouth is." 

Elliot Rash man, the manag- 
er of the pop group Simply Red, 
whom Lee numbered amongst 
this group, counter-attacked 
in a manner the players would 
do well to emulate. “You have 
made ridiculous decisions,” he 
said by way of an initial hand- 


grenade, “like allowing man- 
agers to buy players three days 
before they are sacked. You 
have brought the dub to the 
brink. 

“The people who made this 
dub are the fans and they are 
entitled to criticise until you get 
it right. Alan Ball [the manag- 
er who took City down from the 
Premiership in May] was a dis- 
grace. You might not think so, 
but everyone else does.” 

Lee kept his own counsel 
about that, although 24 hours 
after committing his long-term 
future to the dim the non-stop 
criticism seemed to be hitting 
home. “Believe me,” he said, 
“Tm as upset as you are. I don’t 
get much pleasure going to 
football matches these days 
and 1 certainly didn't enjoy 
25,000 Wolves fans taunting 
me last weekend. All I can 
promise is to give it my best en- 
deavours and if that’s not good 
enough we might have to look 
at it in 12 months." 

And what will the club’s fi- 
nances be like if City get rele- 
gated this season? “I wouldn't 
know," Lee replied, “because 
I’d have jumped off the stand." 
Judging by yesterday's meeting, 
he will not be alone. 


Greg Fee, Boston Unit- 
ed’s player-manager, has 
a long way to go if he is 
to match the achieve- 
ments of some of his illustrious 
predecessors in the York Street 
hot seat 

Both Howard Wilkinson and 
Jim Smith served apprentice- 
ships in their profession by man- 
aging Boston United, who were 
one of the country's leading 
non-League dubs in the 1970s 
- they won the Northern Premier 
League on four occasions before 
the formation of what is now the . 
GM Vauxhafl Conference. 

Fee’s main target is to take 
the club, known as the Pil- 
grims, back into the Conference, 
from which they were relegat- 
ed in 1993 after an unbroken 14- 
year stay since its formation. He 
believes, though, that success in 
the FA Cup, in which they trav- 
el to Chester City for a second- 
round tie tomorrow, will be a 
help rather than a hindrance to 
their League campaign. 

“The Cup is a bonus,” Fee 
said yesterday. “It won’t last for- 
ever, but it gets people moti- 
vated. Everyone is enthusiastic 
and looking forward to our day 
out in Chester, but the League 
is what really matters." 

Fee feels the confidence gen- 
erated by FA Cup success can 


boost the Pilgrims’ progress in 
the UniBond (Northern Pre- 
mier) League, in which they oc- 
cupy fifth place in the Premier 
Division, seven points behind the 
leaders. Hyde United, with three 
games in hand. Boston are des- 
perate to go up this season be- 
cause of what happened last 
term, Mien they finished as run- 
ners-up to Bamber Bridge, 
whose ground was deemed not 
good enough for the Conference. 

Boston would have been pro- 
moted -but for the fact that they 
missed the deadline for submit- 
ting their accounts to the Con- 
ference. John Blackwell, the 
dub's secretary, admits 
the responsibility for the 
administrative error, bat 
in every other way he has 
served the dub admirably 
since being brought to 
Boston as trainer by Jim 
Smith in the early 70s. 

Blackwell has been 
secretary since 1978 and 
is now also the full-time 
general manager, safety 
officer and programme 
editor. He has taken 
charge of off-field prepa- 
rations for the trip to 
Chester and said yester- 
day that the atmosphere 


Rupert Metcalf on 

the challengers to 
Chester City in the 
second round 

Boston were beaten by Weald- 
stone in the FA Trophy final. 

Smith - the “Bald Eagle”- is 
now the manager of Derby 
County, who provided the op- 
position for the Lincolnshire 
dub’s two best FA Cup results. 
In 1955, when Deity were in the 
Third Division North, Boston 
won 6-1 at the Baseball Ground, 
which still stands as the record 



win by a non-League team 
against a League side in the Cup. 

Derby were a First Division 
dub when Boston next arrived 
at the Baseball Ground, for a 
third-round tie in 1974. Daw 
Mackay, who was to shepherd 
the Rams to their second 
League title of the decade the 
following season, was aghast to 
see his star-studded team held 
to a 0-0 draw on their own turf. 
Reality returned in the replay, 
however, when an Archie Gem- 
mill hat-trick helped Derby to 
a 6-1 win at York Street. 

Since then, Boston have beat- 
en only one League dub in the 
Cup -Crewe in 1982 -so 
Chester will be aware 
that another prize for 
the Pilgrims is perhaps 
overdue. One player 
keen to do well against 
Kevin Ratdiffe's side is 
Leroy Chambers, scorer 
of two goals in Boston’s 
fine 3-0 win over the 
Conference team More- 
cambe in the first round, 
who was released by 
Chester in the summer. 

Boston's two most ex- 
perienced former League 
players are Chris Withe, 


Howard WiBdnson (left) and player-manager the 33-year-old brother of 
at the chib is “as good as An Smith (right) in their playing days at the former England cen- 
Wembley in 1985”, when Boston United In the 1971-72 season tie-forward Peter Withe, 


Ruddles County Riddles. 

No. 13. Pub Challenge. 

For Peter BamnforHty it of the deers, lay the prize. 

Was a dream come true. He hod a voucher for unlimited 
mm the 1996 Hertfordshire access to the love of his life - 
Pub Quiz Championship after Reddles County, 
six gruelling rounds. The challenge was sat. 

But his vietory was by He did not kaow behind 
which door (they were 
marked 1 and 2] lay which 
prize. Beside eaeb doer 

bar of the Qiteen's Heed Pub stood a barman to help him 
io Westeott. There were decide which door to choose, worked out whiob door to 
two doors, each leading to HoWeWr, the catch Was choose. Do you know how 
different rooms. Behind one that one of the barmen hid he Worked it out? 


no means final. He had yet 
to claim the prize. 

He was placed ia ths 


been instructed to lie, hut 
Peter did not knew which. 

Peter stepped forward, 
asked one of the men 
question, and upon henring 
his answer confidently 
strode through doer t to 
claim his voucher. 

Peter is of course too 
busy to fell us how he 




Netherlands 


A night-chib complex which- 
hosts the likes of El Weirdo . 
Jazz Quartet and Dr Doom has 
gone to court to stop its name 
being used by the sparkling new 
stadium that is home to Ajax. - 
The former European 
champions were told this week 
that they could no longer call . 
their stadium the Amsterdam 
Arena. The venue was opened 
with great publicity in August, 
but an Amsterdam court heard 
that a youth hostel add a night- 
club complex had daimed the * 

Arena title some four years ago. 

. In a civil lawsuit, the Village 
Company argued it had run the 
Arena "budget 60O-bed hotel, - 
cafd and music hall complex 
since. 1992. It complained that; . 
since the Arena's opening, it 
had received deliveries and 
bills for the new stadium. 

. . .While Ajax have had to re- 
fund some season-ticket hold- , 
ers who were given seats with . 
a poor view, the “other" Are- 
na has been inundated with de- 
mands for tickets for fop events 
at the new stadium _ 

An Amsterdam Arena 
spokesman said thev had no 
plans yet to rename the stadi- 
urn, despite the threat of a 5,000 . 
guilders (about £1,800) per 
day fine which fe due to come 
into f orce in February. 

“The judgment was a sur- ' 
.prise,” me spokesman said,. 
“ClJfiragiag thc name wonldbe ► 
an enormously costly process, 
and we’re aot coiBkkring ft just 
at the moment.” 



around the world 


Iraq::, I,'.’.-."-’ ... 

The AsianCup, which started 
this week in the United Arab 
Emirates, is providing Iraq 
with one of their rare oppor- 
tunities to compete in the in- 
ternational football arena. 
They have, however, been 
placed in a first-round group 
alongside some poUticajfy sen- 
sitive opponents. \ 

■ In their first Groups fixture 
yesterday, Iraq beat Iran 2- L 
Thcy must afeo play Saudi 
.Arabia and Thailand, the out- 
siders (in every sense): Kuwait, 
who are in Group A, have said 
they will withdraw rather than 
play Iraq to the later stages. 

• The Asian Cup is Iraq’s first 
major international competi- 
tion since the United Nations 
imposed sanctions on the 
Baghdad gowsnunent for its in- ■ 
vasion of Kuwait in 1990. 

The sanctionsbarr air travel 
to Iraq, and few international 
teams have made the arduous 
12-hour road journey from 
Amman, in Jordan, to Baghdad 
to play against the Iraqis. The 


who played over 400 games for 
Newcastle. Bradford City, Notts 
County, Bury, Mansfield and 
Shrewsbury, and the player- 
manager himself. 

Fee began his career with 
Bradford City but dropped 
down in to the non-League 
game with Kettering and then, 
in 1987, Boston. Sheffield Wed- 
nesday paid £25,000 to give 
him a second chance of League 
football a year later, and he went 
on to make almost 100 appear- 
ances for the Hillsborough dub. 
After a spell with Mansfield, he 
returned to Boston in 1993 and 
replaced another former Wed- 
nesday defender, Mel Slerland, 
as manager last summer. 

“This is a big job in non- * 
League circles,” Fee, who is also * 
employed by BP as a marketing 
executive, said. He knows that 
he can launch his reputation as 
a manager with success against 
Chester, but he is not changing 
his normal routine. “Well play 
our normal game” he said. 
“We’ve got some good players 
-we’ve bad lots of scouts watch- 
ing us - and I just hope the play- 
ers with potential don’t 
under-perform. We’re not go- 
ing there to be rolled over.” 

With talk like that, Messrs 
Wilkinson and Smith are prob- 
ably proud of him already. 


■ sanctions, which stopped Iraq's 
oil exports, hare alto made vir- 
tually everything fixah medicine 
to fqod too expensive for many 
Iraqis. - 

“The embargo has affected 
us severely, too,” said Nameer 
Abdul Kareem of the Iraqi 
Football Association.. “Our 
problems range from not get- - 
ting balls and uniforms due to 
cash shortages, to not .being 
able to bone ourskSls against 
other foreign teams.” 

. ,lraq!s.paly preparation for 
the Asian Gap-wsls k 10-day. 
training. Session .to Romania 
more th an a month ago, and 
another eigfitaiay spell in 
Genoa last months Th ere,. the 
Iraqis beat the Italian Scrie A 
side Sampdarte Hh Expenses 
for both ventureswere pud for 
by wealthy Iraqis livtog abroad. 




* • * V 



ft 


Bosnia. 


The players of fte former Yu- 
goslav republic of Bosnia are 
enjoying their firsussto of in- 
' lertmtional football After' wins 

over Italy, iti a friendly, and 
Slovenia to a Vforld Cup qual- 
ifier in their last two games, the 
Bosnians are now preparing to 
face Br azil. ’. 

• Ronaldo wid Giovanni. both 

Brazilian squakf .cftlfed up to 
face-Basnia. The friendfy, on IS 
December, wifi be pfcywin an 
exotic location: the Amazonian 
city of Manaus. Thify a way 
from Sarajevo. 


*r„ 


RupertMetcatf 
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sport 


Hall takes first step towards exit from game 


Rugby Union 


, DAVID LLEWELLYN 


tie’s owner. Sir John 
, was last night rumoured 
td have resigned from Eng lish 
scond Division Rugby Ltd. 
Sir John, a vehement critic of 
$he Rugby Football Union dur- 
ing the year-long wrangling For 
autonomy between English Pro* 
fesfcional Rugby Union Clubs 
and Twickenham, is believed to 
be disillusioned with the lead* 
ing chibs' willingness to accede 


to the RFU's terms for the run- 
ning of the game. 

With Newcastle left in appar- 
ent isolation, with the remaining 
dubs in the top two divisions in- 
dicating that they want to stay un- 
der the aegis of the RFU, Sir 
John’s decision to step down is 
seen as a move on his part to get 
out of rugby altogether. 

the majority of the clubs are 
now saying that they feel it 
makes more sense to work for 
change from within the RFU. 
But Sir John has been adamant 
throughout the dispute that 


dubs should retain control over 
their finances. Last month Sir 
John was reported to have con- 
tacted the European Court of 
Justice to help establish New- 
castle’s legal nghts to negotiate 
their own television deal, inde- 
pendently of the RFU or any 
other governing body. Those 
rights, maintained Sir John, 
were non-nego liable. 

Sir John was one of two rep- 
resentatives of ESDR on the 
Epruc board. The other. Bed- 
ford’s Steve O'Neill, is also be- 
lieved to have resigned. 


Epruc met early yesterday to 
discuss the agreement the top 24 
dubs are being asked to sign by 
the RFU. Newcastle arc not ex- 
pected to be a party to such an 
agreement. Epruc also an- 
nounced their representatives on 
the new governing body, New- 
co, where die running of the dub 
game will be shared with the 
RFU. The dubs have six repre- 
sentatives. Ifeickenham two. 

Epruc yesterday elected the 
following to sit on the board of 
Newco: from the First Division, 
Donald Kerr (Harlequins), Pe- 


ter Wheeler (Leicester), Ian 
McGeechan (Northampton), 
Charles Levison (Wasps); and 
from the Second Division, 
Symon Elliott (Richmond) and 
Robin Foster (Wakefield). 

Eipruc also approved, subject . 
to a couple of lak-mraute details, 
their intended agreement with 
the RFU which should produce 
a signed deal late next week. - 

Wasps, who had been backing 
Sir John's stand until recently, 
yesterday forged a hitherto un- 
thinkable liaison with Wigan 
Rugby League dub. The dubs 


plan a playing link which would 
involve freedom of movement 
for players between them. 

"They are all professionals 
and wiD have the capacity to play 
throughout the year and max- 
imise their earnings for what is 
a comparatively short career at 
the top level,** the Wasps chief 
executive, Geoff Huckstep, said 
before acknowledging: “There 
are obvious difficulties because 
the RL season runs from Feb- 
ruary until wefl m(n the autumn.” 

Gary Connolly is out of Har- 
lequins’ Courage League match 


at Bath tomorrow. Connolly is 
still recovering from a minor 
knee operation. His place in the 
centre alongside will Carling 
goes to Peter Mensah. 

The Jock Andy Reed has been 
called into Scotland's squad for 
the match against Italy at Mur- 
rayfiekJ on 14 December. Reed, 
who joined Wfrsps from Bath the 
season, has been out wiih a back 
irnuiy since the start ofl995.Tbe 
Northampton prop Mattie Slew- 
art has alro been selected. Der- 
rick Patterson replaces injured 
scrum-half Gary Armstrong. • 


Hamed 
top of 
Warren’s 
big bill 


Boxing 


Boro seek 
inquiry on 
Emerson 


C 

Football 


Middlesbrough are to ask the 
Football Association to request 
an investigation by football’s 
world governing body, Fifa. 
into a “hidden agenda" sur- 
rounding Emerson's behaviour. 

The £4m Br azilian midfield- 
er, who signed a four-year con- 
tract in May, has gone missing 
three times and Boro are wait- 
ing for him to return from his 
latest trip back home. 

The finger is being pointed 
pointing at Barcelona, with the 
Premiership club claiming they 
have orchestrated a campaign 
to lure the player away. 

“There is no bad blood be- 
tween Middlesbrough and 
Emerson.’* Keith Lamb, the 
Boro chief executive, said. 

“He has told us on numerous 
occasions that he is happy and 
r nts to play football but there 
has been a hidden agenda to 
move him away from the club." 

However, if Barcelona are re- 
lying on Boro cutting their loss- 
es on Emerson, they will be 
disappointed. “People in Spain 
are amazed that Middlesbrough 
can stand up to Barcelona, but 
we won’t be bullied by some of 
the alleged larger clubs in Eu- 
rope," Lamb said. “Barcelona 
will not get Emerson but they 
might get a toad of trouble. 

“The FA are well aware of 
what has been going on and are 
totally supportive of our actions 
and when the dust settles we 
want the FA to ask Fifa to car- 


ry out a full investigation into 
the whole affair. 

“Middlesbrough football dub 
is bigger than any individual 
There can only be one winner 
in this and one loser. We’ve told 
Emerson that if he's got a foot-, 
ball future it's on Tfeesside. If he 
doesn’t want to play football he 
can go and sit on a beach in 
Brazil or sit on a quay In 
Barcelona and watch the ships 
go by. What be can’t do is play 
football for anyone else." 

Emerson will not play at 
Leeds tomorrow even if he re- 
turns to Middlesbrough today. 

“We have to make a firm 
stand because any players with 
a few problems could kick up a 
fuss for a move.” Bryan Robson, 
the Boro manager, said. 

Emerson laid bare his prob- 
lems in a Portuguese newspaper. 
“I am starting to live a drama," 
he said. “My wife is ill. She has 
some difficulties. She doesn’t 
like Middlesbrough as she feels 
it is too cold. 1 find it hard to 
concentrate on football as my 
wife is unhappy at the thought 
of living in Middlesbrough." 

Nottingham Forest have 
quashed speculation that they 
will be selling Ian Woan to 
Ibnenham for Dm. Forest were 
reported to be ready to offload 
Woan to enable them to meet 
a pressing deadline to pay back 
£2m to their bankers. . 

Birmingham have turned 
down an offer from Bolton for 
Mike Newell, the striker they 
signed for £775,000 from Black- 
bum last summer. 



Iversen arrives at Spurs 


Tottenham at last completed the 
signing of the £L6m Norwegian 
striker Steffen Iversen from 
Rosenborg Trondheim yesterday 
- and doubled their celebrations 
{ *y announcing that their goal- 
keeper Ian Wilke r had agreed 
a new five-year contract. 

Iversen, who has been tracked 
by Spurs for more than eight 
months, helped Rosenborg pull 
off an outstanding 2-1 victory at 
Milan in the Champions' 
League on Wednesday, but his 
signing had already been made 
and his appearance yesterday at 
the Tottenham training ground 
was for a routine medical ex- 
amination. 

Iversen, who will be available 


immediately, said: “Tottenham 
were the only dub that made an 
acceptable offer for me and I 
am bopefuj I have made the 
right choice coming here." 

The powerful 6ft 2in striker, 
who has scored 13 goals in 17 
Under-21 appearances for Nor- 
way. said: “What helped me de- 
cide to come to England and 
especially Tottenham is that 
my friend Espen Bardsen is al- 
ready with the club as their re- 
serve goalkeeper." 

Gerry Francis, the Spurs 
manager, said: “We have got the 
all-clear to play him at Coven- 
try on Saturday. All the paper- 
work is done. 1 am told, and 
there should be no problem." 


Adey returns for Panthers 


Ice hockey 

Paul Adey has given Notting- 
ham Panthere a fillip before 
their Benson & Hedges Cup fi- 
nd with Ayr Scottish Eagles to- 
morrow. The forward has been 
cleared to return to the side af- 
ter recovering from a broken 
« hand sustained when on duty for 
V Great Britain last month. 

In the absence of the Cana- 
dian-born 33-ycar-old, Panthers 
have slumped to one off the bot- 
tom of the Superleague after six 
successive defeats. 

“I could haw played Paul 


against Sheffield on Tuesday, 
but kept him hack to ensure he 
is 100 per cent fit," the Panthers 
coach, Mike Blaisdell. said. 
“He is very important to us.” 

The defenceman Darriy 
Olsen and the forward duo of Si- 
mon Hum and Randall Weber 
will also be back, although Mare 
Twaite is expected to miss the 
game with a groin problem. 

Ayr say that they have au- 
thorisation from the Super- 
league chairman, David Tenunc, 
allowing Ryan Kutnmu to play 
even though he is currently 
banned for fighting. 


Towers aim to miss Moscow 




Basketball 

London Towers can still avoid 
a midwinter trip to Moscow if 
the v win next Wednesday’s final 
game in their European Cup 
qualifying group against Marc 
Kormcnd in Hungary, writes 
Richard Taylor. 

Wednesday’s 71-5$ victoiy 
over Pbdgorica, of Yugoslavia, 
guaranteed London fourth po- 
sition in the group and a place 
in the last 32 knock-out stage. 
But unless London can beat Ko- 
rmend, third behind group win- 
ners Verona (Italy) and second 
placed PTT Ankara (Turkey), 
they will have to face Saratov 
from the Russian capital. 

Victory will condemn the 
Hungarians to a trip to Moscow 


and earn London less formi- 
dable opposition in Torpan Fo- 
jat of Helsinki. 

London fell back on resolute 
defence for Wednesday’s win as 
the Yugoslavs recovered hum J 7 
points down to trail by just five, 
Kevin Cadlc. London's coach, 
sakt "Our offence became stuck 
in the second half, but we de- 
fended consistently and took 
away their penetration." 

Leicester Riders' American 
centre, Justin Phoenix, is the 
Budweiser League player of 
the month for November. Tom 
Hancock. Newcastle Eagles' 
coach, has claimed the coach's 
award. Phoenix is the League’s 
Second most accurate shooter, 
scoring from almost 70 per 
cent of his shots. 




Picabo Street, the defending women's World Cup downhill champion, practises at Vail, Colorado, prior to the crash which put her out of action 
for the season. Street fell on a steep face, tearing the anterior cruciate ligament of her left knee Photograph: Reuter | 


NaseemHamed will attempt to 
become a double champion on 
a night of lour world title fights 

at London Arena cm 8 February- 

The 22-year-old unbeaten 
holder of the World Boxing Or- 
ganisation featherweight belt 
wffl meet the 32-year-old Amer- 
ican Tom Johnson, the in- 
ternational Boxing Federation 
champion and a man regarded 
as the best in the division. 
Johnson has won 44 of his 47 
contests and will be making the 
12lh defence of the title he won 
nearly four years ago. 

Steve Collins, who punched 
Nigel Bean into retirement last 
month, defends his WBO super- 
middleweight title against an op- 
ponent to be named next week, 
when a challenger for Robin 
Reid's first defence of the Wbrid 
Boxing Council super-mid- 
cDewrigbt title wffl also be named 

-The fourth fight involves the 
British champion. Mickey Cant- 
well, who challenges the South 
African Jake Matiala for the 
WBO light-flyweight title. 

The show is costing £5.5 into 
stage at the 12^00 capacity 
London Arena, with top tickets 
costing £250 each. The pro- 
moter Frank Warren said: “It is 
the most expensive I have ever 
put together." 

Warren admitted he would 
like to have returned to the 
Nynex Arena in Manchester 
where be staged last month's 
triple world title fight bill, but 
the venue was booked , 

Hamed, whose aim is to hold 
all four versions of the title said: 
“I have all the respect in the 
world for Johnson. He is the No 
1, but that respect will fly out of 
the window in the ring," 


Problems 
ignored 
by Parlier 


Lara will be 
disciplined 
over protest 

Brian Lara is to be disciplined 
for storming into the Australian 
dressing room to protest against 
his dismissal in the second Tfest 
against the West Indies this 
week. The West Indies man- 
agement have apologised for 
Lara's heated outburst during a 
confrontion with the Australian 
coach, Geoff Marsh, at the Syd- 
ney Cricket Ground on Thesday. 

“I think he realises he stepped 
out of line and well deal with that 
in-housc. We have ways of doing 
it," the tour manager. Clive 
Lloyd, said. “Brian is vice-captain 
and has to play by the rules." 

Lara was dismissed for one 
when he edged a catch to wick- 
etkeeper Ian Healy on the final 
day. Healy tumbled forward to 
take the catch but television re- 
plays raised doubt as to whether 
the ball carried Lara was also 
fined for misconduct on the West 
Indies' tour of England last year. 


Basketbafl 

The Cleveland Cavaliers equaBed the 
best defensive record m NBA history on 
Wednesday when they beat the Orlan- 
do Ma©c 84-57. The Mage's previous 
lowest mints scored record was 76. 
most recently in a three -point win at In- 
diana on 23 November. 

NBA: Denon lOOABarta 90; Manx 101 Dal- 
las 79: Now V0rt« 109 Nr* Jersey 102. Cleve- 
land 84 Oitando 57: uan 101 LA Mm 75; 
Houston 94 Bouon 89; San AnMroo 113 
PnririeWw 103: Rwm UB Golden Sate 87: 
inchJna 127 Vancouver ft). 

EUROLEMMJE Group R Dynamo Uexoa 79 
Se*»e iSpt 

Cricket 

The South African fast bowler Aten Don- 
ald has dismissed fears that a heel in- 
jury could jeopardise hfe return to 
Warwickshire next simmer There’s no 
real problem and It’s certainly not ca- 
reer-threatening," said Donald follow rg 

rw early return home after playing tn two 

Tests In the current series in India. 

Football 

Motherwell have stgieo the Rmsh mid- 
fielder Jonl tefttonen until the end of 
the season. 

Enzo Sdfo, the Belgium captain, is 03 
miss the World Cud qualifier in the 
Netherlands on 14 December because 
a toe he fractured two months agn has 
now become infected. 


England A rescued by Giles 


MYLES HODGSON 


reports from Sydney 
New South Wales 243-6 
England A 244-8 
England win by two wickets 


England A maintained their un- 
beaten tour run with another 
dramatic triumph in the first of 
their two one -day matches with 
New South Wiles at the SCG 
yesterday. 

The tourists seemed set for 
certain defeat after Adam Hoi- 
lioake was run out following a 
misunderstanding with Ashley 
Giles, leaving England struggling 
on 162 for 7 with no recognised 
batsmen to come and chasing a 
victory target of 244. 

But. like their similarly amaz- 
ing wins over South Australia 
and Victoria, they again 
snatched victoiy against the 
odds with Giles hitting an un- 
beaten 39 off as many deliver- 


ies to claim a two-wicket tri- 
umph with two balls remaining. 

Glenn Chappie began the 
march to victoiy with a quick- 
fire 22 but when he was run out 
attempting a third run, Eng- 
land’s hopes appeared to end 
with him. But Giles forged an 


unbroken 39-run partnership 
with Dean Headley and sealed 
the win with a four off the seam- 
er Brad McNamara to extend 
the tourists' unbeaten run to 
seven matches. 

The former Somerset all- 
rounder Shane Lee helped New 


Sri Lanka approach Lamb 


South Wiles reach 243 for 6 in 
tbeir 50 oveiswilh a brilliant 1 13 
off 103 balls, including eight 
fours and a huge six off Giles. 

EngarriA wonto» 

HEW SOUTH WALES 
MJ 

CJftdHnfa 

T H Bayfas c Such b Eaton — 12 

S lee c White b HaSoate ... —113 

KJ Roberts bQta 41 

B £ McNairara c Chappto b Eattam 1 

S M Thompson not out 10 

t? AEmaynxcM JO 

Vbflb7.irt.itt} 10 


:H£fgbCMppte --.I 

» c biles b Such 56 


,wl.tt}. 
ToW (for S, 50 over*)- 


Allan Lamb, the former Eng- 
land batsman, is being tainted 
by Sri Lanka to run their in- 
ternational sides. 

The 42-year-old, who retired 
from first-class cricket before 
the start of last season follow- 
ing a dispute over the publica- 
tion of his autobiography, 
yesterday confirmed he had 
been approached by the World 
Cup winners. 

“It's very flattering, and we 
are now in the process of ne- 
gotiating, " said the former 
Northamptonshire captain 


SPORTING DIGEST 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

543 


The 26-year-ofd appearance 
record for Coventry City, 
which is held by Geoige Cur- 
tis and win, barring injury, be 
broken by goalkeeper Steve 
Ogrizcvic in the home game 
against Middlesbrough on 
28 December. 


SPANISH SQUAD (World Cup qnaBflor v YU- 
g o al arfa. Valencia. 14 Dan a m bwE G*»r- 
keepers: Btoarata Waww*. Cartbwss Uteri 
wxxfl. Briteriw A h alr r rt c. Saift NadM M 

Bjfwtawi). Atarta. Mono (bom Real Wadnd), 
Arambal (Heal Socxdad). Bahaa (Zaagua). 
MMWdM: Moa Uteri Bens). Qtimrwio lAffi- 
kmc EribaoLAnMr.aaarMala, Luts EMVsia cal 
Barorionai. Csmtoere lAitenco Madndj. For- 
ward* PtazJ (ftxtrianaj, Arioso (Heal Bets). 
Mariarto (Desxnvo La Ganrioi. Rail (Tteri 
MadnjMOko lAflebco MaM). 

HMNOTBS: EnSha Nwarika iVtender) Wolves 
W Swe«ffluy itreer. Law* Ptpsr UWen Wan 
tueeon w ftmwgiam tmaii. 
f* CWUNB ntEMBBH* Ftorae design: SCSI 

2 FaK NewcaaJe « LBewte* l from Sat 1 Feb). 
1ta4 Mar: PoripMari Arsenal * Manchester Uto. 
Wad 5 Da: PMtpeoed: West Ham v Newcas- 
tle. 

BCUTS SCOTnsH LEAGUE Fbaura ehanriK Sat 
U Jam Inverness Catenarian TMtw v Queen's 
Ps* rtiom Set 7 Dec). 

ASM* CUP Group B (Dobri): Sou* ftriaa 6 
Ml Teroro Dens 10. 29. Maate) 15, 54. Al 
Mawtri 18. M joaer 52) Thatero ft ban 1 (Dm 
pen 90i kaq 2 (Na> 37. SaOOer 71). 
MTBtNMKMW. HHEMDLV {Beirut}: Lebanon 
4 iQiasman To. Hjsd 73. Taha 7a Hsnade 
901 Georgs 2 (last** S8, kinarfce 07). 
WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: European 
QanHitaW laagM free* A: Aume 2 fterren; 
t GC Zuncti 0 Ap* 1. Craco> B: ASetxxi Maane 
1 Write* Leez 0: Borussa Dortmund 5 Steaua 
Bucfurasr 3. QMop C: Juventus 2 Fcnetotee 
ft Rapid Vtenra 0 Man uu 2. Group ft MJar> 

1 Rosenborg BK 2) |F« GattefftwE 0 FC Porto 
2. n Coritag FWmlaraMp: Anrroal 3 Southamp- 
ton L (Vest Ham 0 Axon V«a 2. nationwide 
Feottt IsagwFIrrtOMaiea; SnM 1 Otari- 
tana Beffs seotthh leeew Sacand DWUac 
Hantftm 5 Brecon L FA Unrire Trophy Third 

UuaUfriU round: DanftvoODuMicti Hamlet 0. 

Thbd quariyln* round reptoym: Newport AFC 
4 Cambndea C«v l: Sansbuty 2 Harrow Boreuen 
1. UoSoid Loajpie TVst DM ilBrr CeBjc 

3 Eastwna Toon L Challenge Cm third 
ramt Aecmgw* Sontj, J Fkoon L Screw- 
At Direct laajM Premier DMalon: Bodnrafl 
3 Wesuuiy G.lWJat Soeaex Ceumy Lmgaa 
Ftret DMrion: Postponed: Kassoris * Sritoaon 
Uwed. North Meat Counties Uragua FbH Di- 
vtatoo: Qgheroe ; 5»forU Or 0; Si Hriens 0 
Blackpool Rovers L Ftoodtt Trophy second 
round: Pcnmh 2 HoMr ou Bovs 1. FsdarettaJi 
Brewdry Northern Uogua LCLPHi Cr* third 
mari: SUkrtiam Syntfwua 4 BJGngham Toon 
3; Dunston FB D Seaham Rea Star Z Whooy i 
Uwpeth 3. Pontine League Premtat OMwbom 
Bimwipwm 2 Handiesur Utd 4. SMGeU 
Weonasdar 3 Tranma4 Roves 0. Art PMriort 
Steftrid UU 1 MiriMnfekl 4. Second DhMoa; 
CarMc 1 Stunscuy Siocfcpait 1 Manches- 
ter City 3: Banocv 3 BradfkW Cny i Am te- 
earance Combination league Cop: 
BournemiMii 0 Southampton 4; Watford 3 
Queen's Parti ftanpis 2. FA Yootti COP Rr»L 
rtaari repter 3ury 2 Naas County 0. Sawed 
rewri (Itaori: Nottncwni Fores 3 Mrtwstnxsr 
1: CMteea? Crystal Palace 3. Ariaa CdP Group 
A (Aba DftaM): Urvted Arab Emrates 1 ISOM 
40 as«i itoaa 1 iMmgsu^honga; mresw. 

2 IPurtB 20. Wama 41) nnae 3 <SaQ& 73. AJ- 
Oakh pen 34). 


Golf 

Thomas ^om, who became the first 
Danish player to win on the European 
tour when he wi the Loch Lomond 
Vforld Invitational In September, has be- 
come the 32nd recipient of the covet- 
ed Sir Henry Cotton Rookie of the Year 
award. 

Ireland's Tracy Eakin remains on the 
heels of the front runners despite slip- 
ping bach with a- third round of 76 in 
the American Express European Tour 
qualifying school at La Manga Chib In 
Spain yesterday. Eaton finished at two 
over par on 216 and starts the final 
round today just four spokes of t new 
leader Vlbehe Stensrud of Norway who 
leads cm 212 foflowmg a round or 70. 

AMERICAN EXPRESS TOUR QUALIFYING 
SCHOOL (La Manta, Spain) Lsadbrgt&M- 
rornri aooraa (GB or H ailaaa stated): 212 
V Stcnarri (Nor) 71 71 70. 213 M HeflDlam 
TO 7 1_ 213 L Ericsson (Swet 72 72 
72: T Eaton 70 70 78. 217 M-J Rorieau (Can) 
68 70 79: W Paaerecn (US) 76 70 71: J Lee 
(US) 72 7273. 218 H Hopldns lAuS 72 73 73; 
C Sdwwi (Ffl 70 74 74; M-T Bstotet (frt 09 
T3 7ft S Fanon 9*0 73 7i 74. 219 M Bwawn 
(Svcl 73 72 74: S OA«I (Sari 74 89 76. 220 
S EBott 73 72 7ft I MacM 72 75 73; S Larr* 
bat 76 73 7L 221 N Lmlen (Auri 75 72 74; 
MLandriHSlSud 74 75 72; M Adamson (SA) 
74 74 7ft J Haoa 74 73 74; L Deimoo 72 74 
75: J Other 74. 73 74: K Anderwon (See) 71 
76 74: A Tares 71 73 77. 

ZIMBABWE OPEN (Harere)Uadln( flret- 
rawdaPMM tSAariaaa ***** CBSren 
Vasari: D TertAanche. 87 S van der Menw 
mam). 68 N Wee Oni. 09 M Cayns ©ml: 
A P#B ftBK D Fauns. 70 N HanUMBonu ©mj; 
j«^wiHwehWWCWhrtslw.7lPPae- 
paa:MlAauss:BVemevsr.jHobdar ROrei>- 
KjBUKh Bn). 72 M McMriy ©mK 5 HOMWI 
T Dadds [Nami: G FteM: D Bores; a <b Sfta (Br); 
M Schotc A Roeswff: B Vaugtan: B Vanrey jn 
A Parte CUner. 6 VUsnan. 13 1 Ftekner. h anoo- 
Ok T Jrive ta ne Om). 74 G iorenson. 

Ice hockey 

NHU Buffao 6 Vancouver 7 lot); Montreal 3 
Bosmn NY Wrriers 1 PtmadetOMa 1 1«); 
Ottawa 2 Rttstwrgn 4; w&flngun 0 Detroit 
> Daflae 1 San Jose 2: Colorado 2 Edmon- 
ton 0; Ana ham 3 Tampa Bay 1. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC DM90N 

W L 

Florida 16 4 

PMadelpHa 14 12 


who, together with Ian Botham 

- now back in the England fold 

- lost a costly libel case against 
Imran Khan earlier this year. 

“I’ve always wanted to put 
something back into the game 
and this would be a great op- 
portunity,” Lamb said. “It 
would have been nice to get in- 
volved with England but no one 
has spoken to me about that, 
which is disappointing.” 

If Lamb is appointed, he will 
take over from Dav Whatmore, 
who recently took up a position 
with Lancashire. 


NORTHEAST UVBtON 


Frit 1-L 2-56. 3-99. 4-216. 5-219. 6-236. 
OU not but -G R J Manhrew, G R Robertson, 
SNMcms. 

BowfRp H«**ey 10-3-28-0; Chappie 7 .1-40- 
t Esdwm 10-0-50-2: Sucl) 90-38-1: Gtes 10- 
0-48-1; Hriforite 4-0- 34- L 
ENGUUDA 

A McGrath c Lee b RobriBon .43 

M P Vaughan c Emery b Thompson - 19 

0 A Shah c Emery b Robenren S9 

*A 7 HoMorite rut out . — 51 

CWhttebRobenaon 3 

M A Eeeiam on out 7 

tW K Heffi e Emery b Pooenson 2 

A F Sites im out, 39 

G Chaopte nm out 22 


DWHeaflley n* out .J2H 

■» (fcio. 


.w3.rb6). 

Total Kara, 494 ovare)- 


.19 

»244 



WESTERN CONfLUCNCL 
CENTRAL DWtSION 

Detroit 15 9 

-16 9 



Fat 1-32. 2-74. 3-103. 4-121. 5-143. 6-155. 
7-1B2, ft-244. 

DU not bat: PM Such. 

Bowling NMSarasS-0-41 -ft Thompson ID-0- 

41-1; lee l(W>47-ft Robmon H>OJfr4: Mc- 
Namara 5.3-1-25-0: Barire 6-2-29-0. 
Umpires; rthcanas nd A Morgan. 


nerWi>Hw.RaifisiDh,wt»vvontt»pres- 
H0ous F1A Touring Car Wbrid Cup n 1993 
and 1394. bad been linked with Honda, 
Renault aid Audi, but decided to re-sign 
after being Impressed with Ford's com- 
mittment to the 2 4- race series. 

Rugby Union 

SCOTLAND S QUADfirBafr. MW n yflaM. 14 Do- 
eambar): Barite B aftason Horrion SconriU. 
s itaHijp (wfefeoraanp- Khpi (String Cour 


Sailing 


M. D Pattanm {HertoTa 1 
sWtord .1 * 


Motor raefag 

Fbrd completed their drncr lne-up for the 
Brftbb fourtng Car Championship ye5^^ 
with the annamcement that the 34-year- 
oW New Zeatander Pari Rwfisfch wffl part- 


... . .. D stare. C Cbabiwre I 

A SteuBar IHrerWO. G TBrewend INorthamp- 
ton. c aoO: F mw i ti. D Granin, A Road (bah 
WBBFBJ. 0 Bril icwrtej. D HBWi. EPatM (both 
Brih). K Nclmdr Barling County). 1 Smith 
fOoueaitert. BStaaret (SomoU Acadamoata.1. 
m StBvrt wenham pto n). MWWteoe fOfaag** 
K^i-Kslvcsria). G Wrir (Nemme). 

Squash 

MAMtDR4 l l l 7 t >II IAnO MAMBoa4aff)t|Btar- 
flnat: R EVtes (AtJE) bt P Qre«vy iQr) 15-8 15-8 
15-7: M Cams [Engj M 0 Fflan rkt) 13-15 15- 
7 15-12 15-»: S Pare (B* brZiArer tenan (Pari 
15- 11 15-17 7-15 15-7 15-4: P rec a iSco) ot 
A Bason (Eg) 13-15 17-15 15-7 15-10 

Tennis 

Monica Seles plans to defend her Aus- 
tralian Open title In January decile her 
troublesome shoulder (rtfury Seies was 
forced out of the Kamercr* Banta Open 
esrthition evere on Wednesday w*wn her 


STUART ALEXANDER 


Yves Parlier was racing, under 
bare poles but still making 
progress at 22 knots in the 
southern ocean yesterday as the 
leaders in the Vendee Globe 
non-stop singlehanded round 
the world race were hit by storms 
well south of the Cape of Good 
Hope on their way to the 
Keiguelen Islands turning point 
ftuiier is now 370 miles be- 
hind Christophe Augin and 
falling further behind as be tries 
to repair his mainsail. No such 
problems for Britain's Pete Goss, 
the only competitor with a 50- 
footer, but now eighth with six 
60-footeis behind non, including 
the former leader Isabelle 
Autissier, who is in Cape Town 
fitting a new starboard rudder. 

Going the other way and mov- 
ing down to nearly 60 degrees 
south, enjoying nearly 20 hours 
of daylight but bitterly cold, the 
14 boats in the BT Challenge are 
still led by Andy Hindley in 
Save the Children, who has an 1 1- 
mile advantage over Meriyn 
Owen in Global Teamwork. 


shoukler gave out once again. T have 
played my last exhibition and now I will 
relax and rest up to be ready for the 
Ausoabar Open which 1 can't rries." she 
said yesterday. 

Britain avoided relegation from the 
Champions Division by beating the Slo- 
vak Republic 2-0 In the European Men's 
foam Championship at Reggio CalaOna, 
Italy, yesterday: Andrew Richardson, the 
Lincolnshire left-hander, beat fomas 
Catar 6-4, 6-1 in the opening rubber. 
Then Danny Sapsford, the British No A 
frcm Wsytind 0 ?, cflnched victory by de- 
feating Martin Kromec 6-3. 7-6 in the 
top singes, although the Surrey play- 
er only won the tie-break set 10-6. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

fft CUP SECOND ROUND 

Plymouth Argyte v Exeter City CMS) 

UMTT SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First W- 
vtafew Burgess Hill v Throe Brnfoa? 17.301. 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Liansamffrrid v Ebbw 
vae (7.45). 

HU HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier N> 
vMon: St Patrick's Athletic v Bohemians 
17.45). 

(ft YOUIH CUP Seocnd round: Bolton Wan- 
flerere v Sheffield Utd 17.0). 


New Jersey 13 ID 

Washington 13 12 

NY Rangers 10 13 

NY triandtrs 7 10 

Tampa Say 7 15 


GF CAPIS 
38 79 51 
30 75 75 
27 59 BO 
27 60 66 
25 91 81 
8 22 S3 68 
2 16 67 80 
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Lessons learned 

Glenn Moore on English 
progress in Europe, page 30 



ort 
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Sir John’s rethink 

Mr Newcastle losing interest 
in rugby union, page 31 



Henman sets up showdown with Becker 


Henman: On his way to the 
semi-finals yesterday 


Tennis 

Adrian” Warner 
reports from Munich 

Tim Henman, scrying superbly 
and showing no sign of nerves 
until the dosing stages, beat 


— ■» m l l * -y| ■ jj- i l 

of the Compaq Grand Slam 
Cup here yesterday,, a victory 
that doubled his prize-money 
for the year. 

The 22-year-old British No 1 


is now assured of more than 
£260,000 from this tournament 
alone and still has a chance of 
a winning the first prize of 
£1 zel 

But to do that he will have ar- 
guably his toughest test of his 
career Dying to beat the three- 
times Wimbledon champion, 
Boris Becker, in a best of five 
sets semi-final tomorrow. 

“This is definitely one of my 
best victories, indoors or out- 
doors. r played particularly well 
in the Czech Open in Ostrava, 


England tour 
lurches into 
disaster zone 


Cricket 


MARK BALDWIN 
reports from Harare 
England 197 & 180 
Mashonaland 280 & 98-3 
Mashonaland win by 7 wkts 


England's tour of Zimbabwe 
reached an early crisis point 
here yesterday as the humiliat- 

Mashonaland broughMLnto 
sharp focus the huge problems 
facing the team. 

This winter’s tour of Zim- 
babwe and New Zealand is in- 
tended to produce and forge a 
side capable of taking the Ash- 
es back from Australia next 
summer. But, 10 days into die 
trip, two matches haws been lost 
and almost everything has gone 
wrong for an England side 
short on confidence and inspi- 
ration and arguably denied 
proper preparation time by the 
tour planners at Lord's. 

The opening four-day fix- 
ture finished a day early because 
England proved unable to build 
a decent total - not once but 
twice. Their bowling resources 
currently seem slim, too, and 
England now have only a one- 
day and a four-day fixture with 


Matabeleland next week in 
which to warm up for the in- 
ternational matches against 
Zimbabwe. 

Mike Atherton, the England 
captain, admitted last night 
that his team are still “pretty 
rusty" but he refused to accept 
that, with hindsight, his players 
could have done with more 
cricket preparation before the 
tour ana afc) more time to ac- 
climatise to the heat and alti- 
tude of Zimbabwe. 

During a week-long trip to 
Portugal in early November 
the England players did not do 
any batting or bowling practise 
- with Atherton and the Eng- 
land management insisting that 
they would be a better and more 
consistent side in the long run 
if they were first to improve 
their basic fitness levels. 

Ironically, Atherton’s own fit- 
ness has been compromised ear- 
ly on by Illness ana now by back 
worries - but the 28-year-old 
Lancashire batsman's main pri- 
ority now must be to pick his side 
up after such a poor perfor- 
mance. Mashonaland 1996 wQI 
now take its place alongside 
the many other recent England 
cricketing embarrassments- al- 
though Atherton was quick and 
quite correct to point out that the 


Zimbabwean provincial side fea- 
tured six Test players and were 
not “just amateurs and chicken 
fanners, as some sections of the 
media are suggesting.” 

The only England players to 
gain anything from the match 
were the spinners, Phil TUfneli 
and Robert Croft, and the bats- 
man John Crawley, whose 74 
yesterday at least gave England 
hope at one stage of being able 
to set Mashonaland some sort 
of taiget Crawley’s only mistake 
was to try to hit Gary Brent over 
mid-off in the last over before 
tea - a soft end to a 165-ball in- 
nings that had included a six and 
five fours. 

England’s top-order batting 
Bdesfxratelysfaonofruns,wto 
Atherton and Nick Kni gh t par- 
ticularly starved with just nine 
and 16 runs from three innings 
respectively. “There are lots of 
things to be worked on and at 
the moment we need as much 
cricket as we can get,” the cap- 
tain said. The Mashonaland 
team rejected an England re- 
quest for a one-day match to- 
day, however, and now 
Atherton’s squad will have a 
full-scale practice match at the 
nearby Alexandre Sports 
Ground in Harare. 

England A win again, page 31 
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ACROSS 

One always spoiling for a 
fight? (5, 8) 

It v s enough to make one 
peer (7) 

Open quality of vessel to 
stem (7) 

12 Pudding’s like oD (5) 

13 Farce and bind, getting in 
drinks (9) 

14 Glowing factor in a gem? 
Beryl? <5) 

16 Mam fslang) betrayed 
naval type (9) 

18 Endless conjecture? Call 
in arbiter, then (9) 

19 With Queen taken, guar- 
antee result (5) 

20 Kept off soil ui aplot (9) 

23 Debtor holding Diamonds 
ts a gambler {$) 

24 Sena cask back and order 
more bananas (7) 


25 He won't thank you for gin 
cocktail at a price (7) 

26 Astutely elected, the box 
reported? Moderately (13) 


DOWN 

Artist producing fiddle 
sound (9) 

Facing pursuers by sea? (2, 

Proper Sunday gatherings 
(5) 

Figure heard to scuttle and 
scramble (9) 

Friendly reception with 
fish, round North, grilled 
shad (9) 

Girl, one set up to skip 
shortly (5) 

Little fellow has balance: 
recipe in virtuous person’s 
control (4-9) 


9 Wretched dearth i 
entiy) round East! 

15 Pump again? Note one 
found in defunct colliery 
(2-7) 

16 Disciplined under CoL's 
heel (9) 

17 It gave one quite a turn or 
two (5, 4) 

21 Bill’s upturned mug (3, 2) 

22 faring, using track round 
home (5) 

23 Girl needs drink? Help 
yourself (3, 2) 


but this match is definitely up 
there with ray best perfor- 
mances,” said Henman who is 
relishing the prospect of play- 
ing Becker. 

Tm aware of the money. 
Make no bones about it. But 
what is more important is that 
I am playing Boris Becker in his 
home town over five sets on 
Saturday and I don’t think you 
can get much better than that. 

“Perhaps playing him on the 
Centre Court at Wimbledon 
might be better but that is also 


t 


his home, according to him.” 

The German, who sent 
Switzerland's Jakob Hlasek 
back into retirement with a 
ick 6-4, 6-1 victory, is one of 
e greatest indoor' players in 
hfetoiy and will have KX000 par- 
tisan spectators willing him to 
victory. 

Henman, however, win not be 
too concerned. He was not 
even in this event on Sunday, 
coming in following the with- 
drawals of Pete Sampras and 
Michael Chang. And be has 


now beaten Michael Sticb, the 
1991 Wimbledon champion, 
and Washington, both in 
straight sets. 

His achievement in reaching 
the last four of this lucrative 
event is another fine perfor- 
mance by the most talented 
player that Britain has pro- 
duced since Roger Taylor. 

Certainly Henman com- 
pletely outplayed Washington 
until he missed a match point 
and then dropped his service 
when serving for the match at 


5-1 in ihe second set, It wasoaly 
a temporary blip though wish- 
inglcm pulled back to 
Henman, serving for the 
match for a second time, thd not 
make the same mistake. He 
reached 40-15 and then forced 
yet another error from a de- 
moralised Washington to win 
the contest after 75 minutes- 
Henman’s service was a rev- 
elation. It has been improving 
month fay month but today he 
sent down 19 aces and repeat- 
edly served at more than 130 


mph. This is close to ^ 
Rusedski's fastest dclwenw . 
Rusedski has nothing like till 
re* of Henman’s all-court ga- 
Even though the first 
went to a tie-break Wtvhimfcm 
alwavs looked the likeliest man 
to lose it. Henman dropped <mly 
five points in six service gamp 
in that opening set and then Won 
the tie-break 7-3 after 40 min- 
utes of plav. 

COMPAQ GRAND SIAM CUP (Mu|MK 
Qamw-ttMbc B Beewr i&»o a J Mm* 
iSMI 6 *» 6-1: T HCWM>V|G0> Bt W tod- 
mjjon iU!*t J'ti J- 



Mashonaland’s Paul Strang traps Nasser Hussain leg before for 39 during England’s sorry defeat yesterday 


Photograph: Stu Forster/Allsport 


Harare Sports Club scoreboard 


MW day of tour. Engand won toss 
ENGLAND - First Innfags 197 tfl D B 
Croft BOna; R J Kwttey 5-53). 
MASHONALAND - Orel Innings 
Omn&jt 279 for 9 

D Mata mbo redo not out i..3 

R J rarfley Ibw b Tufnell -2 

Extra* (Ib6. nbT) - 13 

Ibta! (B&4 overs] 280 

BowRne MuttaBy 12-2-42-0; Gough 16- 
3-43-1: CnMcfc 1O-2-4&0; TWneil 25-4- 
7-78-5; Croft 22-4-65-4. 

BtGLAUB) - Second Innings 
N V Krtpit c D Campbell b KWley — 3 
-M A Atherton cDCampbaflb Brent .7 

tA J Stewart t> KWey 0 

N Hussain Km b P Strang ....39 

G P Thorpe c 0 Campbell b Brant 2 

1 P Crawley c Mttantoaradm b Brant 74 
R D B Croft I 


b P Strang 
D Gou0i b P Strang 


J2 


A R Can** c A CarpWfl b P Strang 28 

A 0 Multeity c & b Brant — 2 

P C R Tbfrte* not out _ -.2 

Extra* {BA nb 2} ....... 

TbW (7U, overs) 


-180 


Pa* 1-4. 2-4, 3*27, 4429, 5-105, 6-111. 
7-137, 8- 169, 9-167. 


Bowfing Kirtley 16-6-35-2: B C Strang 
11-5- 13-0; Brent 103-22-4: P A Strang 
23J. -6-56-4; Rower 11-2-4341 

MASHONALAND -Second Innings 

G W Rowbt c Crawtey b MullaRy 2 

S V CartsJe b MuttaHy 3 

'ADR Csmpbel not out 53 

D L Houghton c Gough t> Thorpe —-34 

C 8 Wfehwt notout _0 

Extras (feS, nbU — 6 

Tbtal (for 3, 2&3 overs) 98 

FaK 1-6. 2-11, 3-95. 

M not bet: tD JR Campbell. DMatam- 
banadzo, P A Strain 8 C Strang, G B 
Brent, Rj Nrttean 

Bowtfcig Mutely 6-1-18-2; Gou&\ 3-0- 
14-0: Tufnell 9-1-35-0; Croft 63-0-23- 
0; Thorpe 1-0-3-1. 

Umptoes: K Kanjee and 0 Kalan. 
MASHONALAND WON BV 7 WICKETS 
ENGLAND'S NEXT TWO FIXTURES: 
Stnday: One-day match vMatabeteiand 
(at Quran’s dub, Bukmoyo). 10-13 
Dae Three-day match v Matabetetend Oat 
Queen's Club, Bulawayo]- 


Captain 'may have screw loose’ 


Fears that Mike Atherton could 
have a screw loose were eased 
yesterday when the England 
captain insisted that his latest 
back trouble is “"nothing to 
worry about”. 

Atherton, dismissed for sev- 
en against Mashonaland, has 
now scored just rune runs in Ins 
three tour innings. However, he 
has rejected the theory that his 
increased back pain during the 
last week has affected his bat- 
; form. 

, who went for a pre- 
cautionary X-ray on his bade in 
Harare, said: *T am fine and I 
have no excuses for a bad per- 
formance. The back's not been 


too good for the past couple of 
weeks. 

"But for me this tour so far 
has just been about not being 
in the middle long enough to 
know whether I’m in form or 
noL I think my record speaks for 
itself and all I need is a couple 
of hours at the crease.” 

England's physiotherapist, 
Wayne Morton, accompanied 
Atherton to his check-up and 
said later “We wanted to make 
sure that the screw which Mike 
had inserted in his spine during 
a back operation five vears ago 
has not worked loose. 

“We get the X-ray results to- 
morrow but provisionally every- 


thing looks good. I believe that 
part of the reason Mike has 
been so stiff for the past few 
days is that he has not been well 
because of the flu virus he 
brought with him from England 

“He has been suffering 
diarrhoea and I don’t think that 
his body has absorbed the dai- 
ly painkillers and anti-inflam- 
matory tablets that he takes." 

Atherton, as if to underline 
his confidence in his fitness, had 
a net after returning from the 
precautionary X-ray and then 
led England on the field but was 
unable to do anything about the 
disastrous three-day defeat by 
Mashonaland. 


Liverpool launch football academy 


Football 


Liverpool yesterday launched 
Britain’s first dub-based football 
academy as their Merseyside 
rivals, Everton, contemplated 
leaving Goodison Park. 

While Everton are consider- 
lans to relocate to a new 
lum, leaving the home they 
have had since 1892, Liverpool 
are following in the footsteps of 
Ajax and Auxerre, who have 
both qualified for the quarter- 
finals of the Champions' Cup. 

The Anfield dob have 
bought 55 acres of council land 
in Kirkby, on which they will 
build a state of the art facility 
with 10 pitches and accommo- 
dation for players as yoang as 


eight years old. Wbrk is due to 
start in the spring with the 
doors ready to open at the be- 
ginning of the 1998-99 season. 

The Liverpool manager, Roy 
Evans, said: “Although the ma- 
jor input of youngsters wiQ still 
be drawn from the North-west, 
the new centre will allow us to 
develop the best players from 
ail over the world. The impor- 
tance of this side of the chib’s 
activities cannot be overstated. 
Today is great step forward." 

The academy wifi be under the 
direct control of the director of 
youth. Steve Highway. He said: 
"If you believe that young play- 


ers can be nurtured and devd- 
. oped, then you put everything 
into place to ensure there is noth- 
ing to impede that process. I be- 
lieve the new facility will enable 
us to do all we possibly can, from 
recruitment and coaching to the 
provision of accommodation.” 

Liverpool's chief executive 
and vice-chairman, Peter 
Robinson, said: “We believe it 
will be vital in the future that (he 
club is able to produce as many 
of its own playere as possible, ,as.- 
a consequence of the Bosnian " 
judgement.” 

The Everton chairman, Peter 
Johnson, yesterday revealed 


that his club believes Goodison 
Park has become outdated in 
the wake of the Thyior Report. 

“Monty has been made avail- 
able to other clubs and so you 
now see some beautiful stands 
around," Johnson said. Our prob- 
lem is that we are very much land- 
lodced and our capacity of 40D00 
oould well suffer if we made ma- 

\hatwowid be a problem. 

Tm not at all happy about 
..the facilities we have behind us. 
I think it has suffered for being 
so far advanced compared to any 
other stadium in the past It re- 
ally was a beautiful stadium." 
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Johnson, speaking on Radio 
5 Live, added that re location for 
the club “is a possibility". T can 
see the European league com- 
ing, Tm not sure what the struc- 
ture would be but 1 do believe 
that is the direction we will take. 
And of course, once we get into 
Europe there is going to be even 
more television money. 

“That is why it is so impoai 
tanv to address the stadium is? 
sue because when going into 
Europe I think you will want the 
big dubs, with the big grounds 
and the big followings." 

Everton. who would en- 
counter stiff opposition to a 
move from their traditional 
home from supporters, would 
probably move to the outskirts 
of Liverpool alongside the M57. 



CAVA IT RISES TO EVERY OCCASI 


Pop the cork! Release the Cava! 

You mil find Cara is Just made Jor 
celebrations, and the more spontaneous the 
better. 

for one thing, you ran rely on its 
natural sparkle and superb quality, for another, 
it's incredible value for money! 

CASTELLBLANCH - 


Cara is the sparkling trine Jrom Spain 
that is made by the traditional method. 

It comes from a land of rolling hills an d valleys 
near Barcelona, where there's plenty oj 
sunshine and moderate rainfall. 

The perfect place Jor 
vineyards. 


wires FROM 



As veil as being light, delicate and 
Jragrant, Cara nines hare a distinct ire 
smoothness and crisp dryness. 

It takes many months of careful 
handling to derelop these qualities. 

No wonder. Coxa's so keen to get in the 
glass when you open it! 


ON 
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CONDE DE CARALT - FREIXENET - SEGURA VI U DAS 
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